The Local Church and Your Life

Ephesians 4:11-16

Ephesians 4:11-13 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12to equip the
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, '3 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,

Ephesians 4:14-15 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind
of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. > Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in
every way into him who is the head, into Christ,

Ephesians 4:16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each
part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.

l. Our Place in the Church

Ephesians 2:1-3 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked, following the course of this
world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom
we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children
of wrath, like the rest of mankind.

Ephesians 2:4-7 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, > even when we were
dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—%and raised us up with him
and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 2:8-10 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, ® not
a result of works, so that no one may boast. 1 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Ephesians 2:19-22 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members
of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone,
21in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built

together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

God has regenerated us from above, creating us anew in order
to make us participants in the building up of the Church.
This is the position of every soul which is saved by Christ!
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II. Our Ministry in the Church

Ephesians 4:11-13 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12to equip the
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, '3 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,

A. Growing in the Knowledge of Christ

Ephesians 4:11-13 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12to equip the
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,

It’s possible to have teaching that does not lead
to the knowledge of Christ, but true knowledge of Christ
without sound biblical teaching is impossible.

The goal of every Christian is to learn how to now
and live out Christ in his or her life.
The duty of every pastor is to preach the Word of Christ,
teach it, speak about it, and instruct his people in it.

Ephesians 3:14-17 For this reason | bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 1° from whom the whole family in
heaven and earth is named, ' that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might
through His Spirit in the inner man, 17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded
in love,

Ephesians 3:17-19 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith-- that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may
be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height— '° to know the love of Christ
which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

B. Growing in Confidence in Christ

Ephesians 4:11-14 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and
teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13till we all come to
the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness
of Christ; 4 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the
trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting,

Ephesians 3:14-17 For this reason | bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 1> from whom the whole family in
heaven and earth is named, 16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might
through His Spirit in the inner man, 7 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded
in love,
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There is now other way to grow but through continuing learning about Christ
through His word and prayerful submission to Him of our inner life.
This is the only way to true confidence and strength.

C. Growing in Serving Christ

Ephesians 4:15-16 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ— 16 from
whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which
every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

1. The Purpose of Ministry

Ephesians 4:15-16 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ— 6 from
whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which
every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

As we come to know Christ and gain heartfelt confidence in Him,
we are empowered to help those around us confidently,
and with sincere love to grow in Christ Jesus through the knowledge of the truth.

2. The Means of Ministry
Ephesians 4:15-16 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ— 16 from
whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which

every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

Ephesians 4:7-8 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore He says:
“When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, And gave gifts to men.”

Ephesians 4:15-16 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ— 16 from
whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which
every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

3. The Results of Ministry
Ephesians 4:15-16 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ— 16 from

whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which
every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.
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Are you faithful to this calling?

Did your life become an instrument for building up the Church?
Do you grow in knowing Christ?

How do you feed your soul with the Word of Christ?

Are you submitting yourself to Christ?

Do you enjoy a life of confidence and security in Christ?

Do you seek opportunities to speak the Word of Christ to others with love, and to serve building up the Body of
Christ?
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