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How to Be Thankful for an Imperfect Church? 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

 
 
 
 
2 Corinthians 11:28 (ESV)  And, apart from other things, there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the 
churches. 
 
 
 
 

1. Remember that God gathers people in His church 
 
1 Corinthians 6:11 (ESV)  And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 
 
Deuteronomy 7:6 (ESV)  “For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be a 
people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 
 
Acts 18:8–10 (ESV)  …And many of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were baptized. 9 And the Lord said to Paul 
one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent, 10 for I am with you, and no one will attack 
you to harm you, for I have many in this city who are my people.” 
 
 
 

2. Look for the signs of God’s grace in people 
 
1 Corinthians 12:3–8 (ESV)  Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus 
is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit. 4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same 
Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God 
who empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is 
given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 
 
Colossians 1:3–4 (ESV)  We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 since we 
heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, 
 
Ephesians 1:15–16 (ESV)  For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all 
the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 
 
1 Thessalonians 1:2–3 (ESV)  We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers,  
3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  
 
1 Corinthians 13:1–2 (ESV)  If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a 
clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so 
as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 
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Acts 11:21–23 (ESV)  And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number who believed turned to the Lord.  
22 The report of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When he came 
and saw the grace of God, he was glad, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose,  
 
Acts 15:1 (ESV) But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless you are circumcised 
according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 
 
 
 

3. Rely on God’s faithfulness to His church 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:23–24 (ESV)  Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit 
and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is faithful; he will surely 
do it. 
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