
 Covenant-First Presbyterian Church
Our mission is to praise the Father, proclaim the Son,
and submit to the perfecting power of the Holy Spirit

August 30, 2026 ·10:30 AM Worship
Covenant-First Presbyterian Church · 717 Elm Street · Cincinnati, OH 45202

covfirstchurch.org · office@covfirstchurch.org · 513-621-4144



Welcome to Covenant-First Presbyterian Church
Whether you attend Covenant-First Presbyterian Church on a regular basis or are here for the first
time, we are glad you are here. Covenant-First Presbyterian Church was founded in 1790, and has
been a part of downtown Cincinnati ever since. Our almost 2,000 pound tower bell is from the Paul
Revere Foundry in Boston, and first rang from the steeple of one of our earliest buildings. This
building was completed in 1875, and the Austin Pipe Organ dates to 1915, with its  approximately
3,500 pipes. We have traditional worship with Bible-based preaching each week. Our music program
is enhanced by our Music Scholar program and we are excited to have them lead in worship most
Sundays.

If you need help with directions to restrooms, the fellowship hall, or to the lower level nursery, the
person who greeted you this morning will be glad to help you.

Children and worship
We delight in children, and your children are always welcome to stay with you in worship. However,
if you would prefer nursery care for your infants and toddlers, we do have a professionally staffed
nursery in the lower level. We invite children ages 2 years to 5 years to participate in Junior Church.
If your child wants to participate in Junior Church, you may escort them to the lower level during
the singing of the Doxology. You may then pick your child up following the service from the
downstairs classrooms.

Validated Parking
Validated parking is available in the 222 W. 7th St. Garage. Validation is done using your car’s
license plate number. Please locate a greeter to complete the validation process which requires your
license plate number.

Fellowship Time 
After worship, we invite you to gather with us in Metzger Hall for a reception featuring coffee,
treats, and encouraging conversation. Many of us travel from a distance to join together in worship
on Sunday mornings, and we find this weekly fellowship time to be a valuable and enriching time for
us to catch up and meet new people. Please join us!

About us
If you are interested in learning more about Covenant-First Presbyterian Church, see your morning
greeter, help yourself to anyof the literature located on the back tables, contact the church office at
513-621-4144, or visit our website at covfirstchurch.org.



Service for the Lord’s Day
* indicates please stand if you are able

Pre-Service Music Passacaglia in C minor, BWV 582  J. S. Bach
Andrew Hackett, Organist

Concerns of the Congregation Rev. Dr. Dan Turis

Call to Worship  Margaret Valentine
One: Come, people of God: The Shepherd calls us by grace, leads us beside living waters,

prepares his table, and gathers us into Christ’s steadfast peace.

Prelude Improvisation on Regent Square 
Andrew Hackett, Organist

Ringing of the Revere Tower Bell
Let the ringing of the bell call our attention away from ourselves and 

onto the living Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*Hymn #6 Holy Father, Great Creator

*Invocation  Margaret Valentine
All: Triune God, our Shepherd and host, draw us into the Son’s communion, restore us

by your Spirit, and lead us in paths that glorify your holy name this day. Amen.

*Prayer of Confession  Rev. Dr. Dan Turis
All: Merciful shepherd, we confess that we wander, mistrust your provision, fear the

valleys, and seek tables of our own making. We ignore your rod, resist your staff,
and fail to welcome neighbors. For the sake of Christ, who sought us, forgive and
restore us. Amen.

*Moments of Silent Confession

*Assurance of Pardon  Rev. Dr. Dan Turis
One: Hear the good news: Jesus Christ, the shepherd who laid down his life for the sheep, has

entered our deepest valley and overcome death. In him, God does not count our sins
against us. By grace, we are found, forgiven, restored, and welcomed at the covenant table.
Nothing can separate us from his steadfast love.



*Gloria Patri Glory Be to the Father
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Anthem Hear My Prayer, O Lord Antonin Dvorak
Jarrett Hazelton, Tenor

Hear my prayer, O Lord, give ear unto my cry. Thou art my refuge and my hope. Thou shalt
tread down my enemies.  I will dwell forever in thy tents and hide me in the shadow of thy
wings. 

Thou art indeed my God. Yea, I will seek thee early. My soul is faint, my body longeth, longeth
after thee in a barren desert where there is no water. Now I will bless thee daily and lift my
hands in prayer and adoration. Yea, my lips shall praise thee all my life.

Lord’s Prayer
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Call for the Offering (If you would like to give online see the back of the bulletin.)

Offertory Beautiful Savior Arr. Donald Sellew 
Jarrett Hazelton, Tenor; Yolanda Parker, Alto

Beautiful Savior, King of creation, Son of God and Son of man! 
Truly I’d love Thee, truly I’d serve Thee, Light of my soul, my Joy, my Crown. 

Fair are the meadows, fairer the woodlands, robed in flowers of blooming spring; 
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer; he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 

Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight, bright the sparkling stars on high; Jesus shines
brighter, Jesus shines purer than all the angels in the sky. 

*Doxology # 572 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
At this time all children are invited to go to Children’s Church

Praise God from whom all blessing flow, praise him, all creatures here below,
praise him above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication

*Hymn #193 Gracious Spirit, Dwell with Me   



Scripture Lesson Psalm 23
The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 2 He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads
me beside quiet waters, 3 he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths for his name’s
sake. 4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my
enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 6 Surely your goodness and love will
follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

One: This is God’s Word for God’s people. 
All: Thanks be to God.

Sermon The Good Shepherd Rev. Dr. Dan Turis

*Hymn #321 Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 

*Benediction

Postlude Symphonie Gothique, Op. 70 Charles-Marie Widor  
Christie Lee, Organ Scholar IV. Andante-Allegro  

The flowers are given to the glory of God by Pat Beckman 
in loving memory of Jeff Beckman. 








