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Welcome to Covenant-First Presbyterian Church
Whether you attend Covenant-First Presbyterian Church on a regular basis or are here for the first
time, we are glad you are here. Covenant-First Presbyterian Church was founded in 1790, and has
been a part of downtown Cincinnati ever since. Our almost 2,000 pound tower bell is from the Paul
Revere Foundry in Boston, and first rang from the steeple of one of our earliest buildings. This
building was completed in 1875, and the Austin Pipe Organ dates to 1915, with its  approximately
3,500 pipes. We have traditional worship with Bible-based preaching each week. Our music program
is enhanced by our Music Scholar program and we are excited to have them lead in worship most
Sundays.

If you need help with directions to restrooms, the fellowship hall, or to the lower level nursery, the
person who greeted you this morning will be glad to help you.

Children and worship
We delight in children, and your children are always welcome to stay with you in worship. However,
if you would prefer nursery care for your infants and toddlers, we do have a professionally staffed
nursery in the lower level. We invite children ages 2 years to 5 years to participate in Junior Church.
If your child wants to participate in Junior Church, you may escort them to the lower level during
the singing of the Doxology. You may then pick your child up following the service from the
downstairs classrooms.

Validated Parking
Validated parking is available in the 222 W. 7th St. Garage. Validation is done using your car’s
license plate number. Please locate a greeter to complete the validation process which requires your
license plate number.

Fellowship Time 
After worship, we invite you to gather with us in Metzger Hall for a reception featuring coffee,
treats, and encouraging conversation. Many of us travel from a distance to join together in worship
on Sunday mornings, and we find this weekly fellowship time to be a valuable and enriching time for
us to catch up and meet new people. Please join us!

About us
If you are interested in learning more about Covenant-First Presbyterian Church, see your morning
greeter, help yourself to anyof the literature located on the back tables, contact the church office at
513-621-4144, or visit our website at covfirstchurch.org.



Service for the Lord’s Day
* indicates please stand if you are able

Pre-Service Music Symphonie Gothique, Op.70, III. Allegro Charles-Marie Widor
Christie Lee, Organ Scholar

Concerns of the Congregation Rev. Dr. Dan Turis

Call to Worship Randy Page
One: Come limping and loyal; the Jesus who sends “beautiful feet” knows they get bruised, and   

 he meets us right in the ache. 

Prelude  Vater unser im Himmelreich, BWV 737 J.S. Bach
Christie Lee, Organ Scholar
 
Ringing of the Revere Tower Bell

Let the ringing of the bell call our attention away from ourselves and 
onto the living Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*Hymn #7 Praise Ye the Father

*Invocation Randy Page
All: Jesus, man of sorrows and Lord of mission, you know what it is to be rejected,

misunderstood, and opposed. As we gather, comfort the bruised, correct the bitter,
and strengthen the weary. Use Acts 14 to show us that hardship is not a glitch but
part of following you, and that you walk every rocky road with us. 

*Prayer of Confession Rev. Dr. Dan Turis
All: Suffering Savior, we confess that we prefer a padded path. When opposition comes,

we quickly question your kindness or our calling. We romanticize mission until it
hurts, then quietly retreat. We forget that, as John Calvin said, the cross is “the
Christian’s daily school.” Instead of seeing trials as classrooms of grace, we see
them as cosmic mistakes. Our prayers center on escape more than endurance.
Forgive our comfort-idolatry, our surprise at hardship, and our reluctance to
strengthen others with the same comfort you gave us. 

*Moments of Silent Confession



*Assurance of Pardon Rev. Dr. Dan Turis
One: Beloved, your bruises don’t erase your belonging. Christ’s feet were pierced before yours

were ever bruised. He walked the loneliest road—Gethsemane to Golgotha—so that no
road you walk would be God-forsaken. Because of his wounds, your sins are forgiven and
your suffering is never wasted. The Spirit uses affliction to make you more like Jesus and
to make your encouragement more real to others. You are pardoned, held, and promised a
future where every scar is transfigured into a testimony of his faithfulness.

*Gloria Patri Glory Be to the Father
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Anthem Let not Your Heart be Troubled Oley Speaks
Lauren Albano, Soprano

Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe in God, believe also in me. Peace, I leave with you, 
my peace I give unto you; not as the world giveth, give I unto you.

Lord’s Prayer
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Call for the Offering (If you would like to give online see the back of the bulletin.)

Offertory Romanze, from Eine Kleine Nachtmusik, K 525 W.A. Mozart
Andrew Hackett, Organist
 
*Doxology # 572 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow

At this time all children are invited to go to Children’s Church
Praise God from whom all blessing flow, praise him, all creatures here below,

praise him above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication

*Hymn #219 O Word of God Incarnate



Scripture Lesson Acts 14:1-28
At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual into the Jewish synagogue. There they spoke so
effectively that a great number of Jews and Greeks believed. 2 But the Jews who refused to
believe stirred up the other Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brothers. 3 So Paul
and Barnabas spent considerable time there, speaking boldly for the Lord, who confirmed the
message of his grace by enabling them to perform signs and wonders. 4 The people of the city
were divided; some sided with the Jews, others with the apostles. 5 There was a plot afoot among
both Gentiles and Jews, together with their leaders, to mistreat them and stone them. 6 But they
found out about it and fled to the Lycaonian cities of Lystra and Derbe and to the surrounding
country, 7 where they continued to preach the gospel. 8 In Lystra there sat a man who was lame.
He had been that way from birth and had never walked. 9 He listened to Paul as he was
speaking. Paul looked directly at him, saw that he had faith to be healed 10 and called out, “Stand
up on your feet!” At that, the man jumped up and began to walk. 11 When the crowd saw what
Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian language, “The gods have come down to us in
human form!” 12 Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes because he was the
chief speaker. 13 The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought bulls and
wreaths to the city gates because he and the crowd wanted to offer sacrifices to them. 14 But
when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they tore their clothes and rushed out into
the crowd, shouting: 15 “Friends, why are you doing this? We too are only human, like you. We
are bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these worthless things to the living God,
who made the heavens and the earth and the sea and everything in them. 16 In the past, he let all
nations go their own way. 17 Yet he has not left himself without testimony: He has shown
kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty
of food and fills your hearts with joy.” 18 Even with these words, they had difficulty keeping the
crowd from sacrificing to them. 19 Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won
the crowd over. They stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking he was dead. 20 But
after the disciples had gathered around him, he got up and went back into the city. The next day
he and Barnabas left for Derbe. 21 They preached the gospel in that city and won a large number
of disciples. Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 22 strengthening the disciples
and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. “We must go through many hardships to enter
the kingdom of God,” they said. 23 Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church
and, with prayer and fasting, committed them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust. 24

After going through Pisidia, they came into Pamphylia, 25 and when they had preached the word
in Perga, they went down to Attalia. 26 From Attalia they sailed back to Antioch, where they had
been committed to the grace of God for the work they had now completed. 27 On arriving there,
they gathered the church together and reported all that God had done through them and how he
had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. 28 And they stayed there a long time with the
disciples.

One: This is God’s Word for God’s people. 
All: Thanks be to God.



Sermon Bruised but Beautiful Feet Rev. Dr. Dan Turis
 
*Hymn #515 Hope of the World

*Benediction

Postlude  Fugue on Vicar Andrew Hackett 
Andrew Hackett, Organist

The flowers on the communion table are given to the glory of God
by Margaret Valentine. 








