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Covenant-First Presbyterian Church 
Our mission is to praise the Father, proclaim the Son 
and submit to the perfecting power of the Holy Spirit. 

November 30, 2025 • 10:30 AM Worship 



Welcome to Covenant-First Presbyterian Church 
Whether you attend Covenant-First Presbyterian Church on a regular basis or are here for the first time, we 
are glad you are here. Covenant-First Presbyterian Church was founded in 1790, and has been a part of 
downtown Cincinnati ever since. Our almost 2,000 pound tower bell is from the Paul Revere Foundry in 
Boston, and first rang from the steeple of one of our earliest buildings. This building was completed in 1875, 
and the Austin Pipe Organ dates to  1915, with its approximately 3,500 pipes. We have traditional worship 
with Bible-based preaching each week. Our music program is enhanced by our Music Scholar program and 
we are excited to have them lead in worship most Sundays.  
 
If you need help with directions to restrooms, the fellowship hall, or to the lower level nursery, the person 
who greeted you this morning will be glad to help you.  
 
Children and worship 
We delight in children, and your children are always welcome to stay with you in worship. However, if you 
would prefer nursery care for your infants and toddlers, we do have a professionally staffed nursery in the 
lower level. We invite children ages 2 years to 5 years to participate in  Junior Church. If your child wants to 
participate in Junior Church, you may escort them to the lower level during the singing of the Doxology. 
You may then pick your child up following the service from the downstairs classrooms.  
 
Validated Parking 
Validated parking is available in the 222 W. 7th St. Garage. Validation is done using your car’s license plate 
number. Please locate a greeter to compete the validation process which requires your license plate number.  
 
Fellowship Time 
After worship, we invite you to gather with us in Metzger Hall for a reception featuring coffee, treats, and 
encouraging conversation. Many of us travel from a distance to join together in worship on Sunday morn-
ings, and we find this weekly fellowship time to be a valuable and enriching time for us to catch up and 
meet new people. Please join us! 
 
About us 
If you are interested in learning more about Covenant-First Presbyterian Church, see your morning  
greeter, help yourself to any of the literature located on the back tables, contact the church office at 513-621-
4144, or visit our website at covfirstchurch.org.  



Pre-Service Music  Improvisation on Kentucky Harmony   
Andrew Hackett   
  
Concerns of the Congregation  Rev. Dr. Dan Turis  
 
Advent Candle Lighting The Candle of Hope The Crousey Family 

Advent begins in the long quiet — a season where truth grows slowly in the soil of waiting. 
Christ comes as the Word who speaks love plainly, without hurry or fear. As we grow up into 
him, our words begin to carry his warmth, his honesty, his hope. 
 
“Speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 
Christ.” (Ephesians 4:15) 
 
We light this first candle to mark the beginning — a small flame reminding us that Christ’s truth 
does not shout; it shines. 
 
One:  We light the Candle of Hope 
All: As we look forward with hope, may Christ’s truth grow in us, and his love speak 
 through us.   
 

Prelude  Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People Arr. Egil Hovland   
Andrew Hackett, Organist 
 
Ringing of the Revere Tower Bell 

Let the ringing of the bell call our attention away from ourselves and  
onto the living Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
*Hymn #183 Christ Is Coming! Let Creation   

 
*Invocation   Rev. Turis 

All:  Word made flesh, send your Spirit among us. Anchor us in truth, grow us in love, 
 and make our lives living witnesses to your Gospel.  
 

*Prayer of Confession   Rev. Turis 
All: Lord, we confess our silence before neighbors, our fear to proclaim your Gospel, 
 and our neglect of witness. Forgive us. By your Spirit, open our lips and shape our 
 lives to speak truth in love.  
 

*Moments of Silent Confession  
 

Service for the Lord’s Day 



 
*Assurance of  Pardon   Rev. Turis  

One: Hear the good news: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. 
 In him we find forgiveness, freedom, and life. Through the cross, your sins are borne 
 away; through his resurrection, you are made new. As far as the east is from the west, so 
 far has he removed your transgressions. In Christ, you are forgiven, reconciled, and sent 
 to proclaim his saving love.  
  

*Gloria Patri #575      Glory Be to the Father 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  as it was in the beginning, is 
now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
 

Anthem  Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning   Arr. Lloyd Larson  
Covenant Choir   

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning the time is drawing nigh.  
Children don’t grow weary, children don’t for the time is drawing nigh.  
Darker midnight draws before us, the time is drawing nigh.  
See the morning star arising, the time is drawing nigh.  
Children don’t grow weary for the time is drawing nigh.  
Now our night will soon be over, yes, our night will soon be over, the time is drawing nigh.  
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning the time is drawing nigh.  
 

Prayers of the People 
 
Lord’s Prayer  

All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
 be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
 our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
 from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 

Call for the Offering  (If  you would like to give online see the back of the bulletin.) 
 
Offertory Gloria  Antonio Vivaldi  
Covenant Choir 

Glory to God in the Highest 
 

*Doxology #572 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 
  At this time all children are invited to go to Children’s Church 



Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 
*Hymn #181 The King Shall Come 
 
Scripture Lesson Ephesians 4:15 

Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of 
him who is the head, that is, Christ. 
 

One: This is God’s Word for God’s people.    
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon  Evangelism in Advent  Rev. Dr. Dan Turis 
 
*Hymn #185 Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending 
 
*Benediction     
   
Postlude Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers Michael D. Costello      
Christie Lee, Organist 
  
*Those who are able, please stand. 
 

  
The flowers today are given to the glory of God by Jack Weis 

in memory of his good friend Bill Moore.  
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