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The month of Tishre is an important month on the Biblical calendar. In this month there
are a total of four special holidays. The month begins with the Feast of Trumpets,
commonly referred to as Rosh HaShanah. It is followed by the Day of Atonement, the
Feast of Tabernacles, and then finally, a most unusual day called the Eighth Day
Assembly (Shimini Atzeret). Each of these appointed days has a special message
attached to it, which is incumbent upon every believer to learn, in order to understand
the revelation of G-d to His people.

Let us begin with the Feast of Trumpets. The horn which is actually sounded on this
holiday is the Shofar, the ram’s horn. On this day, the account of the binding of Isaac
is read in the synagogue. What is significant is that Abraham is commanded to offer
up his son, his only son, Isaac as a burnt offering. It is most interesting that in fact
Isaac was not Abraham’s only son, as Ishmael was also his son. The important thing
is that it is only Isaac who is connected to the promise of G-d. As Paul states in
Galatians 3:16,

Tw Ot aBpaap eppnbnoav ai eTTayyeAial Kal Tw OTTEPUATI QUTOU OU AEYEl Kal TOIG
OTTEPUACIV WG ETTI TTOAAWYV AAA WG €Y EVOG KAl TW OTTEPUATI OOU OG ECTIV XPIOTOG

“But to Abraham the promises were made to be spoken and to his seed, it does not
say and to the seeds, as to many, but as to one and your seed which is Messiah.”

Galatians 3:16

This verse shows the connection between the Messiah and Isaac. It was Isaac who
was related to the promise, just as the Messiah is related to the promise of Salvation.
When one hears the sounding of the shofar, it conveys to the listener G-d’s faithfulness
to provide. In actuality the word which appears is not “to provide”; but rather in the
Hebrew language it is simply the Hebrew word nx1' which means that the L-rd will
see. It is most disappointing that instead of translating the word correctly, translators
willfully misrepresent the word and state that “the L-rd will provide”. The Hebrew text
emphasizes that G-d is constantly watching His servants, and whenever there is a
shortage, G-d will see and give to His people. Again, the emphasis is on G-d watching
or seeing; rather than providing. It is unfortunately a good example of how translators
interpret, rather than simply translate what actually appears in the Biblical text. In



addition to G-d Who will see His people, there is also another verse of great
significance in Genesis chapter 22. This verse is Genesis 22:17.

Once again, translators fail in doing their task. The Hebrew text states,
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“For | will utterly bless you and | will utterly multiply your seed as the stars of the

heavens, and as the sand which is upon the shore of the sea, and your seed will
possess the gate of his enemies.” Genesis 22:17

Please note how several of the translators render this verse:
New International Version

| will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the
sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the
cities of their enemies,

New Living Translation
| will certainly bless you. | will multiply your descendants beyond number, like the stars

in the sky and the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will conquer the cities of
their enemies.

Contemporary English Version

"l will bless you and give you such a large family, that someday your descendants will
be more numerous than the stars in the sky or the grains of sand along the seashore.
They will defeat their enemies and take over the cities where their enemies live.

GOD'S WORD® Translation

| will certainly bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the
sky and the grains of sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of
their enemies’ cities.

Brenton Septuagint Translation


https://biblehub.com/niv/genesis/22.htm
https://biblehub.com/nlt/genesis/22.htm
https://biblehub.com/cev/genesis/22.htm
https://biblehub.com/gwt/genesis/22.htm
https://biblehub.com/sep/genesis/22.htm

surely blessing | will bless thee, and multiplying | will multiply thy seed as the stars of
heaven, and as the sand which is by the shore of the sea, and thy seed shall inherit
the cities of their enemies.

All of these translations fail, as they ignore the Biblical word "yy and instead render it
as “cities”. Such translations do not capture that the gate of a city is where judgment
is administered. In other words, G-d is acting to judge the enemies of Israel. This is
not an isolated incident, but exactly what believers should expect in the End Times.
This also provides assistance in understanding the promise which comes through
Isaac and the Messiah. The phrase “to possess the gate of one’s enemies” relates to
victory. This is what G-d is promising to His people.

Now, we will move on to discussing the Day of Atonement. For those who embrace
Reform Theology, i.e., Calvinism, there is a serious problem. One of John Calvin’s
principles relates to the doctrine which states that what the Messiah provided for His
people is a Limited Atonement. | would suggest that to speak of the Messiah’s work
on the Cross as a Limited Atonement is highly insulting to G-d. One should never use
the word atonement in regard to what our Messiah secured for the believer. He
certainly was not crucified on the Day of Atonement, but rather on Passover, which is
the day which is related to redemption. An excellent verse which underscores this
fact is found in Hebrews 9:12,

oude Ol QIHATOG TPAYWYV Kal HOOXWwV Ola &€ TOU IDIOU AIJATOG EI0NABEV £QaATTAE €1G TA
ayla AlwWVIaV AUTPWOIV EUPAPEVOG

“But not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood He entered
once and for all, into the Holy place having cause to be found eternal redemption.”

Hebrews 9:12

Please notice that the Greek word at the end of the verse is eupauevog. It is in the
passive voice and shows that eternal redemption did not just happen, but “was made
or caused to take place”. The source of this eternal redemption was of course the
blood of our Messiah. Again, there is no reason to speak of the Messiah’s work as an
atonement. There is also a most misleading verse which fails to recognize the Koine
Greek language correctly. The verse is 1 John 2:2,

KOl QUTOG INAOPOG ECTIV TTEPI TWV APAPTIWY NPWVY OU TTEPI TWV NUETEPWY OE POVOV
aAAa Kal TTEPI OAOU TOU KOOUOU

The vast majority of English translations render the Greek word IAacuog as atonement.
Such a translation is most problematic. If one properly researches the word, it
becomes clear that such a sacrifice is not at all related to an atonement. Among better



translations the word is rendered as propitiation. This word only appears twice in the
entire New Covenant, here in 1 John 2:2 and also in 1 John 4:10. Let us examine
these two verses carefully.

KOl QUTOG INAOUOG €0TIV TTEPI TWV ANOPTIWV NUWV OU TTEPI TWV NUETEPWY OE POVOV
aAAQ Kal TTEPI OAOU TOU KOO HOU

“And He is the propitiation concerning our sin, but not concerning ours only, but also
concerning the whole world.” 1 John 2:2

There is nothing contained in this verse which would support a Calvinistic teaching of
a limited atonement. Again, it is highly offensive to G-d and our Savior to speak of
Messiah’s work on the cross as an atonement. Atonement is only a covering and is
temporary in nature. Messiah was crucified on Passover, the Day of Redemption, and
His blood purchases for the believer eternal redemption.

€V TOUTW ECTIV N AYQTIN OUX OTI NUEIG NYOTINOAWPEV TOV B0V aAA OTI QUTOG NYATINOEV
NUOG KOI OTTEGTEIAEV TOV UIOV GUTOU IAQCHOV TTEPI TWV APAPTIWY NPWV

“In this is the love, not that we have loved G-d, but because He has loved us and sent
His Son a propitiation concerning our sins. 1 John 4:10

In one word study aid it is stated about the word IAacpog,

“of Christ's blood that appeases God's wrath, on all confessed sin.” By the sacrifice of
Himself, Jesus Christ provided the ultimate IAacuog hilasmds ("propitiation”). It is
incorrect to speak of Messiah’s work on the Cross in terms of an atonement. However,
what is said in this word study aid is accurate in stating, “Christ's blood appeases
God's wrath,“ By the sacrifice of Himself, Jesus Christ provided the ultimate 1IAaouog
hilasmdés ("propitiation").” What does the English word propitiation mean? When
searching on-line | found this,

“Propitiation is the act of appeasing or averting the wrath of an offended party,
especially a deity, to regain their favor. It involves making amends or offering a
sacrifice to satisfy justice and pacify anger.”

When stating, “to regain favor”, it sounds most similar to reconciliation. This is indeed
what redemption does; it reconciles the sinner to the Holy G-d. This reconciliation is
not temporal or limited in any way. It is permanent and eternal. How does one know
this? When a person accepts the Gospel, what does he or she receive? The answer
is eternal life. There is great significance in the term “eternal life”. It means exactly
what it says, the believer will live forever due to one’s faith in the all-sufficient sacrifice
of Messiah Yeshua. The primary idea found in the word propitiation is the concept of
appeasing or averting the wrath of G-d. If the work of the Messiah was limited in any
way, one could not describe His sacrifice as a propitiation. Because of the blood of
our Passover sacrifice, believers will never experience the wrath of G-d. There is



nothing limited about this absolute and complete forgiveness! At this time, we will
proceed to discussing the Feast of Tabernacles. The primary commandment is to
dwell in temporary structures called booths or huts. Biblically, one is required to spend
all seven days of the festival dwelling in these temporary dwelling places. Obviously,
one does not have to spend seven full days, but normally sleeping and eating in this
booth or hut is considered as dwelling in them. The main teaching of the Feast of
Tabernacles is to trust, depend and rely upon G-d for all things. The Children of Israel
were commanded to dwell in these temporary structures, so they would remember the
faithfulness of G-d and that it was proper to trust Him for all things, that one could
depend upon Him and never be disappointed and that He was fully reliable regardless
of one’s circumstances. Another commandment which is connected to the Feast of
Tabernacles involves taking the four species of vegetation. These four species are the
etrog, the palm branch, the leaves from the myrtle tree and the leaves from a willow
branch. G-d commanded the Children of Israel to not only take these four species,
but to wave them in six directions, proclaiming the grace of G-d to the nations. This is
related to G-d’s call upon the Children of Israel to be a light to the nations. The first
day of the Feast of Tabernacles is treated as a Holy Proclamation. The rest of the
seven days are part of the Festival, but work may be done on these days.

The final appointed day does not have a great deal of information written about it in
the Bible. | am speaking about the Eighth Day Assembly (n1xy 1w). We read about
this day in Leviticus 23:39 and Nehemiah 8:18,
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“But on the 15th day of the seventh month when you gather the produce of the land,
you will celebrate the Feast of the L-rd seven days and on the first day a sacred
Shabbat, and on the eighth day a sacred Shabbat.” Leviticus 23:39
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“And he read in the book of the Law of G-d, daily, from the first day until the last day,
and they will do seven days and on the eighth day an assembly according to the
Jjudgment.” Nehemiah 8:18

The Eighth Day Assembly is understood by its name. The number eight is most
important in the Scripture. It is connected to the concepts of “new”, “redemption” and
the “Kingdom”. For it was on the eighth day that male boys were circumcised and
entered into a new relationship with the Children of Israel. This concept of newness
relates to the death of the flesh, the primary message of circumcision. Circumcision is
not directly connected to the Torah, but to the Abrahamic Covenant which Abraham
entered into by faith. It is faith and not works which brought about the death of the
flesh. How is the number eight related to redemption? The Messiah was raised from



the dead on the eighth day; that is seven days plus one, as the first day of the week is
also known as the eighth day. It was on the eighth day that the work of Messiah was
completed, when G-d His Father raised Him from the dead, testifying that G-d had
received Yeshua’s work of redemption. It is resurrection that testifies to the victory
which redemption brings about. What type of victory? A kingdom victory— as flesh and
blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of G-d. The concept of the Kingdom speaks about
a restoration back to the will of G-d. Only through redemption does the believer
have an expectation that the will of G-d can now become a reality for him or her.

In conclusion, these Appointed Days of the L-rd provides the believer with an
expectation that the enemy will not succeed in his plans against the will of G-d, and
that through faith, what G-d has desired for His New Covenant people will be achieved.



