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Well, we see biblically that there has been some judgment. We've talked about last week how Balaam 

did something that he taught Balak, the king of Moab, how to cause Israel to stumble, and what was 

that stumbling into idolatry? Israel consistently has that problem with struggling with idolatry, and that 

shouldn't surprise us, because we all do, what is idolatry? Idolatry is a desire to get your needs and 

your wants and your desires met through an alternative God. And therefore we turn away from truth. 

We turn away from the one true God, the God of Israel. And what we do, we do we embrace false gods 

that are not gods at all, Gods of wood and gold and silver and bronze, who cannot speak, who cannot 

hear, who cannot smell, who cannot move. So they're powerless. But nevertheless, we see an 

increasing number of people in this. World being deceived by these false gods. And again, I'll repeat 

myself, it is so tragic that when we are in Asia that we see so many false places of worship where 

people are making sacrifices. And when I talk about sacrifices, I'm talking about gifts and offerings that 

they make, not blood sacrifices, but rather simply those of fruit and vegetables and gift and finances 

that they give. These statutes, and we know something, these statues can't do anything. As I said, they 

don't see, they don't speak, they don't smell, they do not walk. They are powerless, but nevertheless, 

people are bowing down to them. We need to come out of the foolishness of this world and embrace 

the truth of Scripture. Well, let's pick up where we left off last week. You'll recall that that Balaam taught 

Balak how to put that stumbling block before the children of Israel and what happened? Well, as we 

concluded last week, we saw that based upon this plague that God sent upon the children of Israel for 

their disobedience, there was a total of 24,000 people who lost their life. Now some scholars also want 

to point out that there are those leaders that also we talked about earlier on in the text where Moses 

was told to take the leaders of the people, the heads, literally, of the tribes, and to hang them before the 

Lord in the son in order that God's anger would turn away from Israel, and Moses was obedient. So 

there was a lot of death on that day because of balaam's Sinful counsel. Well, let's move on. Let's go 

now to verse 10 of Numbers, chapter 25 again, we're in numbers. Chapter 25 we're now ready for 

verse 10. And you'll recall that there was an individual who was that individual, Pinchas Ben Eleazar, 

the priests. Now he is a descendant of Aaron, that means the priestly family. And what we're going to 

find is that he did what he did out of a zeal. And God shares the same type of zeal, a zeal for 

righteousness and holiness and obedience. Look, if you would, to verse 10, where it says, And the Lord 

spoke to Moses saying, pink has verse 11. Pink has the son of Eleazar, the son of Aharon, the priest, 

has turned my anger from upon the children of Israel in his zeal, with my zeal in your midst or in their 

midst, and I did not utterly consume the children of Israel in my zeal. So God was zealous. What's he 
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zealous for? Truth, obedience, submissiveness, humility. But the children of Israel were not displaying 

any of these things. What were they displaying? They were displaying a selfishness. They wanted what 

they wanted. And therefore, because of that, we see that this disastrous event took place where we see 

at least 24,000 individuals being slain by this plague that we mentioned in verse verse nine, let's move 

on. We see that that God, because of the zeal of picas, did not utterly consume the children of Israel 

with this zeal. Verse 12, therefore, say, Behold I am giving to him. And remember this, hineni, this, this 

expression here that we find speaks of something of great significance. So the Scripture says, Behold I 

am giving to him. And notice the present tense of this word, Noten, which is always a clue of something 

that's being emphasized as well. Behold, I am giving to him. What is he being given? British Shalom, 

my covenant of peace. Now this peace is a peace between man and God, and we see that it is 

because that that Pinkus, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, had this zeal, zeal for God's truth, that 

he is going to inherit this, this covenant and be a key person in this covenant going forth among the 

children. Of Israel. He says here, look at verse 13, and I have have been with him and for his seed after 

him, this covenant of kinut Olam, which means this eternal and the word cuanna comes from the 

Hebrew word Cohen, which means a servant. So he says, Here it shall be to him and to his seed after 

him, a covenant of service. And notice, this is eternal service. Now this word eternal is a kingdom word. 

So Kingdom service in exchange for the zeal that he had for his God. And what happened? Well, notice 

the end var al baniaisrael, and he atoned concerning the children of Israel. 

 

Baruch Korman  16:00 

Now let me just simply say that atonement is good. And when we look at the Torah, we find that what 

the Torah provides is indeed atonement. But we need to remember something God is interested in, that 

which is of perfection. And that's why we see in the scripture that the Levitical priesthood and the law 

from the Levitical priesthood did not produce perfection, and therefore there had to be a change, and 

that change can be summarized With a greater priesthood. What priesthood the order of Melchizedek, 

or Melchizedek, and we see that he did something. He blessed the children of Israel with what he 

blessed, first, Abraham, with that blessing of wine and bread. And I would suggest to you strongly that 

this offering that Melchizedek received from God. We're not talking about how the Levitical priests 

received from man and then gave to God. We're talking about something, in my opinion, is greater than 

that, that this order of Melchizedek, he received from God and He blessed humanity with this bread and 

wine, and understand that grape juice has the same status of wine according to Judaism. And 

therefore, in my opinion, this blood and this bread relates to the Lord's gift, meaning Messiah's gift of 

His blood and his body that we're called to remember, which was done and offered up on Passover, 

which is connected to redemption. So notice it says, And he atoned concerning the children of Israel. 

Verse 14, the name of the Israel man that was struck when he struck the Midianite woman. This was a 

man by the name of Zimri. So both of them were struck. Both of them lost their life. But now we're 

talking about Zimri, the son of salul. Now salul, if you do a good study of this, it means to be weighed, 

or that can also mean considered, so God considered what this man was doing. And we see that that it 

was Pincus who behaved and brought death upon him. And what we find is that he was weighed this 

action. And what was his action, idolatry. He was going to offer up a sacrifice to a pagan god, a false 

god, and this was going to be followed up with eating an offering that he would make, and it was finally 

concluded with sexual immorality. And these things are not consistent with the character of the kingdom 

of God, and therefore he was punished. And that's what the scripture says. Look again at verse 14, the 

name of the Israel man that was struck when the Midianite woman was also struck. His name was 
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Zimri, the son of saloul who was a leader of the House of his father. So this is just not anyone, and we 

know what house he belonged to. He belonged to the tribe of of, most would say in English, Simeon, or 

Shimoni, meaning the tribe of of Simeon, verse 15. Now notice, not only is the man being spoken of, 

but also the woman. Why a. Accountability. We talked about this last week that God is a God of 

accountability. It says the name of the woman who was struck, this Midianite woman who was struck 

was kozbi. And understand something that word kozbi relates to deception. It relates to that which is 

false. And she was the daughter of sur and the head of her tribes, of the house of her father. And we 

find, again, that we're not talking about Jewish. She was a Midianite woman, and from Moab. And 

notice what it says among Midian Hu, meaning her father was a Midianite, and we find that there's a 

spiritual connection between Midian and moath. Let's move on. Look now to verse 16, And the Lord 

said to Moses, saying harass. And this word means to afflict. It's a word of trouble. So he basically is 

saying trouble the Midianites and strike them. So as a response to what happened, we see something. 

We see that that there's going to be an accountability. What is that accountability? It has to do with with 

God striking the Midianites who were part of this deception that was led by the women of Moab, we 

learned that last week. And then keep reading. Notice what it says. Verse, verse 17, trouble the 

Midianites and strike them, meaning to punish them. Why? Look at verse 18, for they are troubling you 

and with and we have a very important word. Now, this word has to do with deception. It's a swindling, 

meaning it's a cheating and oftentimes this relates to in English, we would say someone being hustled, 

meaning someone not being caused to do something fast, but being deceived by falsehood. And 

normally, what is at play here is a desire to profit so you are swindled when you're not thinking about 

truth, but you're thinking about profit, and you allow that profit to to get a hold of you. This desire for 

profit and to deceive you, this is what the scripture is talking about, look at verse 18, for they are 

troubling you with their extortion, which they extorted you by means of the incident of peor. This is this 

idolatry that they, children of Israel, fell into and concerning the matter of cozbi, the daughter of the the 

leader of Midian, their daughter that was struck on the day of the plague. Concerning notice this, 

concerning the incident of peor. Now, when we look at this scripture, we see something we see over 

and over there is that emphasis on what we talked about last week, Baal. Peor baiao is simply a name 

of a false god. And we see that the children of Israel struggled with this, this false god, repeatedly, the 

the Baal. Now that is a term in modern Hebrew for a husband. And what we find here is this. This is 

what was teaching. 

 

Baruch Korman  23:56 

We see that there was Baal and Ashtaroth. What was that? It is derived from a woman, that the name 

or the word for a woman, and it speaks simply about a husband and a woman coming together. And the 

problem is this, it's not in a godly covenant, but in an idolatrous context, which leads to sexual 

immorality. And understand something, when we look at idolatry, there was a sexually immoral 

component that accompanied idolatry. This is something that we have to realize, and this is what was 

going on in this place called Baal peor, when the children of Israel fell into idolatry, and we saw that one 

a leader of the people were going to do what? Well, he was going to go and do something, commit this 

pagan act of idolatry, and then to consummate it with. With sexual immorality. And when Pincus, the 

son of Eleazar, the son of Aharon, the priests, saw this, he was overcome with a righteous zeal. And 

what did he do? He prohibited this one from carrying it out before the children of Israel. Now remember 

something when we looked at this, this text last week, it says that was done not only before the children 

of Israel in the sight of all the people, but also pinkah saw it. And when he saw it, he was overcome with 
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this righteous zeal, and he responded by judging this one. It was not an incident of retribution, but 

rather it was a godly vengeance, or we see here the word zeal. Biblically speaking, there is a 

connection between zeal and the righteousness of God. When we behave zealously, we are committed 

to righteousness. And this is what this passage is telling us over and over about Pinchas, and it was 

because of his commitment to righteousness. What do we see? We see that he became the recipient of 

God's covenant. What does it say? British, my covenant Shalom, my covenant of peace. So we see 

that God rewarded Pincus because of this behavior. And let me just simply say that any time we are 

motivated by righteousness, God is going to reward us. That's what we should be committed to. And I 

have said many, many times that when we look at Hebrew poetry, there is a preference to see in 

Hebrew poetry. And what's the number one characteristic of Hebrew poetry? Parallelism? What is 

parallel to righteousness? Frequently we see the term glory. So what do we learn from that it is when 

one behaves righteously that they are manifesting the glory of God which we were created to? Do? We 

all know the verse from Genesis, chapter one, verse 27 where it says that we were created be samo 

sho Elohim, meaning in the image of God. Now, of course, that does not mean that we look like God. 

God is Spirit. What does it mean? It means that we are called to reflect. That word Salem is better 

understood as a reflection, and therefore we are called, and the only way that we can do this is by 

having experienced redemption that we can now, through that redemption, begin to reflect the 

character of God. Now, when we go back to this passage, I want us to remember something, because 

we are changed. We are that new creation. And what does the Scripture say? Well, notice he talks 

about a Brit. Twice, a Brit is the Hebrew word covenant. So he mentions in verse 12, he says, hineni, 

Behold, I am giving to him British Shalom, my covenant of peace. And then he clarifies and gives us 

greater revelation concerning this covenant of peace. And he goes on to say, ve haita Lo and it shall be 

to him and to his seed after him, Brit kehunat Olam, meaning this, this covenant of eternal service, and 

that eternal service is going to be where in the kingdom of God? So over and over we see how, through 

the redemption of the Messiah, which is through the blood of Messiah, we are changed. We have a 

new location. Where does that location the kingdom of God, we have a new identity. What is that new 

identity? We become servants of the living God. For how long, forever? And that word forever or eternal 

is a word that hints to the kingdom of God. So notice how our Scripture concludes. It says, and, and this 

came about after the plague, meaning this after the plague was concluded, we see this transfer, what 

transfer we see that God gave to Pinchas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aharon, the priests that he 

inherited a new responsibility. Why what caused him to have this great zeal? So let me ask you a 

question, 

 

Baruch Korman  29:52 

are you zealous for the things of God? We can even be more specific, are you zealous for the. Things 

of the kingdom, and understand a principle. When we are zealous for Kingdom truth and kingdom 

character, and we base our life, our decisions, our words on Kingdom truth, we are going to have a very 

pleasing witness to God before others, meaning people will see that commitment, they will know 

something. And what will they know that we are not sons and daughters of this world, but we have that 

new identity. What is that new identity based in redemption, that we become the redemptive people of 

God, and without that redemption, we can never expect something when you understand redemption 

properly. Let me just say it this way. When you understand redemption from a biblical perspective, you 

will see that there is a close connection between redemption and restoration. But let us be reminded of 

what we have been restored to through redemption. We have been restored, yes, our relationship with 
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God. We become part of the people of God, the family of God. But there is another important truth that 

we become reconciled to God, and through that reconciliation, through redemption, we are restored to 

the will of God. Why is that so important and so seldom taught today? Because even today, among 

among believers, there is still that struggle between, well, what God has commanded and what I want. 

And if we're ever going to be mature, if we're ever going to be individuals that are pleasing to God and 

have that that witness, that testimony, that is honoring to him, glorifying Him and pleasing to Him, we 

have to understand something. We have to be committed to the will of God. This is what salvation 

does. Salvation brings a change in my life, where no longer am I committed to what I want, because 

what I want is rooted in what my carnal or my fleshly nature. I'm a new creation. Those former things 

have passed away. Behold, all things are new. What's the word new? It's a kingdom word. Now, 

through this redemption, I have been restored to the will of God. That's what I'm committed to, that's 

what I'm concerned about, that's what I am going to do. I am going to be committed to Kingdom truth. 

Now the kingdom comes, and we'll close with this. The kingdom comes in two stages. We find that the 

first stage is called the millennial kingdom, and we find there that Messiah is going to rule over that 

kingdom for 1000 years, and what is going to be the basis of that millennial kingdom? Well, we don't 

have to guess. We don't have to speculate. It tells us in Isaiah chapter two, and it speaks about the last 

days Acharya mean, where it says Kim, it's on to say Torah udvar Adonai merush line, which means for 

the law will go forth from Zion and the word of the Lord of Jerusalem. Now, why is that so important? 

Well, very important because that Scripture is showing a connection between the law and the word of 

God. The law is indeed the Word of God, and it's only when we recognize the authority of God, what's 

going to change in our life? Well, as long as I think I'm the boss and I'm under my authority, what am I 

going to do pursue sin? This is what the children of Israel were doing. Why they fell into idolatry? Why? 

Because they wanted. What they wanted, what we want is never good. We need to grow. We need to 

mature, and we need to embrace the truth of God, and when we do, there's going to be a change in us 

spiritually when we say yes to God's truth. What's going to happen. God is going to move in our life. He 

is going to give us the ability of self control that is a great fruit of the spirit self control. And not only will 

we have self control, by means of that self control, there is going to be an additional benefit. And what 

is that benefit discernment, we will make God pleasing decisions. It's only when we are recognizing the 

authority of God and absolute authority over of us, and then we are going to demonstrate we're under 

God's authority by acting. Acting in a way that shows discernment. What is discernment? Discernment 

is agreeing with God. It is a commitment to God's will, God's purposes, God's plan, and recognition that 

what I want is not good. That's why we see in let's look at one more scripture. Think that this is such a 

basic passage of Scripture, look, if you would, to the book of Judges. Look at the book of Judges, 

chapter six and verse one, again, the book of Judges, chapter six and verse one. It says, here, 

 

Baruch Korman  35:40 

and the children of Israel did evil in the eyes of the Lord. Now, what is evil? My thoughts, my will? 

Whenever I do not agree with God, what's the outcome? Well, when I do not agree with God, I'm going 

to be doing that which God sees as evil in his eyes. It's just that simple. But we need to realize 

something else in the Word of God. We also see something that is very important in the Scripture. If we 

look, for example, in the Word of God, it talks about the children of Israel. This is also related to the 

time of the judges. What does it say they did? What was yeshara? What is yeshara straight or upright? 

What it means here is this, they were not trying to sin. What were they trying to do? That which is 

straight, meaning that which is in accordance with God's will. But here's the problem, they wanted to do 
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what was upright, but in their eyes and whenever. And we saw this back in Judges, chapter six and 

verse one. When we do what is right in our eyes, it is evil in the eyes of God, why left to ourself we will 

always be deceived. We have to have that spiritual renewal. What is that spiritual renewal? It's 

becoming that new creation. How in the Messiah? And it's only when we are in Messiah are things 

going to begin to change in our life, that we will begin to understand our new identity? What is our new 

identity? Servants of the living God, we are going to demonstrate a commitment to His will, His Word, 

His truth, rather than being deceived to think that we are intelligent enough to make godly decisions we 

are not. It's only after we have been redeemed by the blood of Messiah. It's only in this new creation, 

then and only then do we have the potential to do what the potential to obey God. This is this liberty or 

freedom that the word of God speaks of. It's only as a result, an outcome of being redeemed by the 

blood of the Lamb, then and only then are we able to experience liberty. What type of liberty am I 

talking about? The liberty to serve God. That is freedom that we're no longer under or in the bondage of 

sin, but we have been set free from that in order that we might serve God, and that's why, when we 

look at the book of Numbers chapter 25 and we see, let's go back to that same passage we were 

looking at earlier Numbers chapter 25 notice what it says here, that that he is being given, that is he is 

being Given a covenant of it says Brit kehunat Olam, a covenant of service, eternal service. Eternal is a 

kingdom word. That's what we become committed to the kingdom of God, and it's only when we are 

Kingdom minded. What does that mean? When we're walking under the anointing of the Holy Spirit, we 

will be Kingdom minded, and it's only going to happen that anointing when we are committed to the 

ways of God, that we understand that our ways are going to deceive us. Our thoughts are not the 

thoughts of God's our ways are not God's ways. We have to do, what is Wisdom and what is that we 

need to agree with God? How do we agree with God by honoring this book, by having reverence for 

this book, by implementing the truth of this book into our life. And when we do, God is going to move 

mightily. He is going. To change us. We are going to be at new creation, and we will serve God 

faithfully. We will have a testimony that is pleasing to Him. We will bear witness of Kingdom, truth and 

what else we will be people that are well pleasing to God, and that's what our call truly is so I'll close 

with that until next week, may God bless you and may you walk and live under the anointing of the Holy 

Spirit. Until next week, Shalom from Israel. You you. 
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