
"Inheriting the Promises!" 2021 Summer Series at the Village Church

#12- "The Look of Love!" John 13: 34 and 35- "A new commandment I give to you, that you love
one another: just as I have loved you, you are also to love one another. By this all people will
know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another!'"

Introduction: IL- Quote by Dr. Harry Ironside: "Love is a very practical thing. To what extent are
we manifesting it toward those in more difficult circumstances than ourselves? To what extent
are we manifesting it to those who have failed and sinned? Are we content simply to point out
their faults and criticize and say hard, unkind things? Or do we love them enough to go to them
in the Spirit of Christ and seek to recover them to Himself?"

Jesus wants His children to model (manifest) His love for our brothers and sisters so that the world will
know we are His! Here is the 'Why' and the 'How' of this command with a promise:

Why?

Because He delights in us as the objects of His love. Faithfulness, commitment, an act of His
will because God IS love! Jesus gives us a "new" commandment- unique, fresh, not worn out-
new in a different way than before.

IL- "But it is mainly the deeds of a love so noble that lead many to put a brand upon us. See,
they say, how they love one another, for themselves are animated by mutual hatred; how they
are ready even to die for one another, for they themselves will sooner put to death." Tertullian
197 AD

Because He loves us perfectly and enables us to love. The Old Testament commandment about

love is found in Leviticus 19: 18- "You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons
of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord!" Now the
standard is- love as I have loved you!" Jesus identifies us as His followers by our love for Him and for

each other. "As I have just shown My love in a practical way for you!" He washed the disciples' feet! He
loved Peter even though Peter would deny Him, not once but three times in the span of a few hours! He
showed love through service even to Judas Iscariot. Not only did He wash Judas' feet, a short while later
He called Judas His "friend" in Matthew 26: 50!

Because the world will respond to that display of love. We can mark ourselves as His by the
way we love each other! I Corinthians 13: 4-8 describes that love in detail- read the text. Love is
patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing but rejoices with the
truth.  Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never
fails.

It never fails and is never unproductive! Also, it never decreases or takes a step away from a relationship

once marked by love! We are clearly incapable of producing love like that on our own! Romans 5: 5-
""Hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit who has been given to us!"



Because we grieve the Holy Spirit if we don't love. All the disciples were different characters
just like all of us are unique!  Simon the Zealot, Matthew, the tax collector, James and John asking to sit
at Jesus' right hand in the Kingdom. Yet we can love each other despite those differences. We must be
careful not to trash other believers or other churches that are seeking to serve the Lord. In the context of

building each other up in Ephesians 4 we read in verse 30- "And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of
God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption." In Matthew 5: 43 and 44 Jesus
spoke of the Old Testament standard- "Love your enemies". That's a tall order, but sometimes it

seems easier to love the singular, occasional enemy than to daily love the collective group of brothers
and sisters, each individually!

How?

Through showing Christ's love visibly. 252 references to love in the New Testament, with
eighty-five of those in John's Gospel and his letters! Not a lapel pin or a T-shirt or a bumper sticker! It is

being willing to suffer, be inconvenienced, experience discomfort. I John 3: 6- "By this we know love,
that He laid down His life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers!" It is

showing Christ's love by what we DO, not only by what we SAY! John 21- Jesus speaks to Peter after
His resurrection: "Do you love Me?" "You know everything- you know I love You!"
"Feed My sheep... tend My lambs!"

Through putting the welfare of others first. Seeking the highest good for fellow believers! It
means putting the welfare of others above our own needs, seeking their benefit. One meaning of
"agape" from the Greek is found in Strong's Concordance- "prefer" referring to preferential treatment or
GOOD will. That is how God shows His love to you and me, and so it should be the way we show love to

each other! IL- John Wesley- "Do all the good you can by all the means you can in all the ways
you can at all the times you can to all the people you can as long as you can!"

Through determining to grow in love for others in the family. It is an amazing act of God to
transform those who are selfish and self-centered, unconcerned about others and only focused on self to
become loving, giving people to the glory of God! It is possible for our practical love to become evident,
conspicuous, for us to be growing in love (adding others to our list of loved ones!) Anything less than
everyone in the church loving everyone in the church isn't God-honoring! Believers not getting along is

antithetical to loving like God loves! Colossians 3: 12-14- "Put on, then, as God's chosen ones, holy
and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness and patience, bearing with
one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other, as the Lord has
forgiven you, so you must also forgive. And above all these, put on love which binds everything
together in perfect harmony!"

Through being willing to be misunderstood. Love can be recognized and responded to only by
the actions it prompts. It is intended to be visible, not covered up inside. How exciting it is when we are
together as one, delighting in actively serving each other! May that be true of the Village Church!

Conclusion: IL- Bob Goff, author of Love Does and Everybody Always says, "Love isn't something
we fall into, love is something we become!" 13th century church leader, St. Francis of Assisi-
"Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace! Where there is hatred, let me sow love..."


