
Message #4 Exposition of Colossians Colossians 1:9-12

Now What? 

[9] And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be 
filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, [10] so as to 
walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and 
increasing in the knowledge of God; [11] being strengthened with all power, according to his 
glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy; [12] giving thanks to the Father, who 
has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.  
        Colossians 1:9-12 ESV 

Have you wondered: Now that I am a Christian, what’s next? Well, Colossians 1 answers that 
question. 

PAUL’S PRAYER FOR THE COLOSSIANS SHOWS US GOD’S HEART FOR 
CHRISTIANS.  

What is God’s heart for Christians?  

From Colossians 1, today we are going to look at  2 goals.  

Goal #1 - God wants a Christian’s mind consumed with His will. 1:9 

God wants our mind, our thoughts, to be filled with His will. God is very interested in our thought life - 
our mind. 

Usually we pray when we hear bad news, but Paul prayed when he heard good news. The moment he 
heard about Colossae, he put the church on his prayer list and they never got off. 

What Paul asks God for is what I believe God wants to do for us. He asks God to fill Christians up with a 
knowledge of His will. 

Paul uses 3 words that have to do with the mind, and I want us to look at each of those.  

1. Knowledge: Knowledge means getting the facts straight. It means having the right accurate 
information stored up in your mind. Why would Paul being praying for this regarding the Colossians? 
Because false information was being thrown their way. 

2. Wisdom: Paul specifically said spiritual wisdom - not earthly wisdom, or human wisdom, but 
spiritual wisdom - being wise in spiritual things. He prayed that they would be wise in the things of 
God. Wisdom means taking the knowledge you have in your mind, and applying in your day to day 
actions. Wisdom and skill go hand in hand. Why would God want the Colossians to have spiritual 
wisdom? So that they could know when someone is promoting earthly wisdom instead of spiritual 
wisdom. 

3. Understanding: Spiritual understanding. Understanding means comprehension - to comprehend 
something - to know with clarity - to be able to explain something to others. Biblical Christianity 
allows for comprehension and understanding, but when a false teaching comes in that tries to make 
Jesus out to be less than He is, it doesn’t lead to comprehension, but confusion. 
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Goal #2 - God wants a Christian’s life consistently pleasing Him. 1:10-12a 

What does it mean to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord? I think Paul answers the question with the 
very next phrase: fully pleasing to Him. So we could, ask, how’s that going to happen? How can we get to 
a point where we please God in our day to day lifestyle? We have to know His will through His Word. 

So if a saved person is pleasing God, what will that look like? Paul gives us 4 examples. 

(Example #1)  Fully pleasing Him means bearing fruit in every good work. 1:10 

Psalm 1:3 talks about this. Essentially the Psalm says: happy is the man who doesn’t take advice from 
the wicked, but makes it his aim to know the Word and will of God. It says the happy man meditates 
day and night on the law of the Lord. He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit 
in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all he does, he prospers. 

(Example #2)  Fully pleasing Him means increasing in a knowledge of God. 1:10 

As a Christian lives life they way God wants life to be lived, his knowledge of God will increase. You 
will get to know God better. You haven’t truly understood a text in the Bible until you’ve put it into 
practice. You don’t really know the Bible until you apply it. As you live God’s will found in His word, 
you get to know Him better. 

(Example #3)  Fully pleasing Him means developing strength by God’s power and glorious   
  might. 1:11 

How will you know that it is God who is strengthening you? Paul gives the answer there in verse 11 
with three signs of God’s strength.  

1. You will have endurance beyond your own ability. 
2. You will have patience beyond your won ability. 
3. You will have joy beyond your own ability. 

(Example #4)  Fully pleasing Him means being thankful to God for what He has done    
  accomplished. 1:12 

A joyful person is a thankful person. A Christian who walks in a manner worth of the Lord, fully 
pleasing God is a thankful person. He has a constant attitude of gratitude for the fact that God has 
graciously qualified him for heaven even though he didn’t deserve it. 

What a life!  
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