
"Inheriting the Promises!" 2021 Summer Series at the Village Church

#5- "The Light of His Glory and Grace!" John 8: 12 "Again Jesus spoke to them saying, 'I am the
light of the world. Whoever follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life!'"

Introduction: IL- "Seasonal Affective Disorder" Artificial sunlight for depression therapy. "The
brighter the light, the shorter your session will be!" We want to consider the promise in today's
text from the brightest Light the world has ever known or could know, and how important it is
that believers follow Jesus and reflect that light in this spiritually dark world!

Every believer can truly follow the Light of the world by understanding and living out two
insightful concepts:

Jesus is THE Light and His children reflect Him! Let's put John 8: 12 in its proper context.

Feast of Booths (Tabernacles) is now over. During that 8-day celebration on the first evening and
potentially each night four candelabras were lit and brightened the whole city of Jerusalem.
Those lights were to represent the pillar of fire that led the people of Israel for forty years as
they left Egypt and made their way ultimately to Canaan. Exodus 13:21 reads- "The Lord went
before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the way, and by night in a pillar of fire
to give them light, that they might travel by night and by day." Those lights were erected in the
Court of the Women which was the most populated and well-travelled section of Herod's
Temple. Men climbed up ladders and put oil in the bowls on top of each giant candle so that it
could burn all night in a ceremony of dancing and singing called, "The Illumination of the
Temple". So, the Feast is now over, and Jesus announces to the no-doubt sizable crowd that He
is the Light of the world. let's now consider His claim. This "I am" statement Jesus makes is the
second of seven in John's Gospel. The first was in chapter 6 when He declared, in verse 35- "I
am the Bread of Life." As He proclaims His deity as THE Light of the world, He makes the direct
connection to His Father in Heaven. 1 John 1: 5 clearly states "God is light". Jesus is God in the
flesh and He is THE light, not just a light! With that claim He takes His hearers back to the
prophet Isaiah's teaching from God about the Messiah in both chapter 42, verse 6 and chapter
49, verse 6- in both passages the Messiah is the Light to all nations, not just to the Jewish
people! So the phrase, I am the Light of the WORLD is an unchanging commentary on Jesus'
earthly sojourn and His "for the whole world" ministry to lost men and women when on the
Cross! The candelabras have been extinguished for another year, but Jesus keeps shining! The
verse begins with the little word, "again" reminded us that Jesus was not about to give up
making Himself known for just who He is! As you read the remainder of the chapter and Jesus'
teaching and the Pharisees and Jewish leaders' responses you will find that those "spiritual"
leaders interrupt Jesus ten times in chapter 8, but Jesus doesn't quit making His case. He could
have easily responded to their interruptions by saying something like, "You can't learn or see
truth (light) if you argue with Me on every point!" My point from the example of the Jewish
leaders is that the light of truth draws some to it and drives others away from it to stay in their
darkened state. But John 1:5 states- "The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it!" Jesus as the Light of the whole world takes us back in time to creation. Genesis 1:



3 says- "And God said- 'Let there be light!' and there was light!" And the Light of the world will
still be shining when time is no more! Revelation 22: 5 tells us- "And night will be no more. They
will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light!" Anyone and everyone
who trusts Jesus as their Savior from sin can have that "blessed hope" of Heaven where THE
Light will be our source of light for eternity! So, Jesus is plainly stating that "whoever" follows
Him- Jew, Gentile, Greek, American, Ugandan- will HAVE the light of life to shine for Jesus
wherever He puts us down here on earth!  Our task is to shine brightly for His glory and let
nothing dim that light since it represents our Lord and the life only He can give! I hope you know
full well the value of our light, patterned after HIS light. Yes, it dispels darkness. Certainly, it
reveals hidden things. It guides the one who follows its beam. That word "follows" literally
means to "walk along together" which is a beautiful description of a Christian's daily walk with
the Savior! Additionally, light gives warmth and comfort, like a nightlight in a dark house. But
light also gives life, like a plant in a pot out on the porch that absorbs the sun's warmth and light
and grows as a result! Jesus promises all His followers the possession of light, to "HAVE" the
light and not to just SEE the light from a distance. In summary, the light of truth gets some
important questions answered, like "How did I get here?" "What's wrong with our world
today?" "How does Jesus want to use ME?" The answer to that last question is found in
Matthew 5: 14-16: "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do
people light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand and it gives light to all in the
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father who is in Heaven." Light guides the path of those who love
instruction! Do WE? We're going to look at several wonderful texts about BEING lights in our
dark world and how that fleshes out. It is certainly not a flashlight we carry around and point at
people as we go through the day here in Garden City! Nor do we focus a beam of light on a
placard or sign we wear taped on our shirt or blouse that says, "Repent- the end of the world is
near!" Instead...

The WAY we follow Him will give Him great glory! Three practical passages for us to look at:

Fellowship- 1 John 1: 5-7- "This is the message we have heard from Him and proclaim to you,
that God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all. If we say we fellowship with Him while we
walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. BUT if we walk in the light, as He is in the
light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all
sin." The first key way we can shine brightly is by the way we love our brothers and sisters in
Christ and the sweet fellowship we can have inside and outside of the church building! In
chapter two and verses 9 and 10 it is clear- "Whoever says he is in the light and hates his
brother is still in darkness. Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, and in him is no
darkness at all!"

Witness-- 1 Peter 2: 9, 10- "But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people for His own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you
out of darkness into His marvelous light!"  Secondly, if I have God's kind of love because I have
the light shining in and through me, then I will want to be an effective witness for Jesus as my



light spreads the Good News here and there! What an honor to be 'proclaiming' God's
excellencies to those around me. That means that I can't just leave conversations with
unbelievers at the "Hi! Nice to see you!" level. I need to pray for God-appointed connections
with those who need to know Jesus. It also means that I need to be in the Word consistently so
that I have a handle on those passages that most clearly explain the Good News I want to
proclaim. Psalm 119: 130 tells us- "The unfolding of Your words gives light!" I can ask God to
unfold His words to me so that I can shed light on Bible truths in my conversations with others. I
believe that the deeper I go into my Bible the brighter my witnessing light will be. And if God
uses me to bring even one lost person out of darkness into the light, I'll experience great joy and
angels in Heaven will be rejoicing too! But my light will be dimmed and ineffective unless I am
living each day in a way that reflects God's power to change me and others I care about!

Character- Philippians 2: 14-16- "Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may
be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and
twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast to the word of
life!" Thirdly and finally, the lifestyle we engage in makes all the difference in the world when it
comes to the brightness of our light. I can't argue that I can live my life MY way and still claim to
be a bright light on the horizon that leads to the love of Christ. Others need to see a difference
in my daily lifestyle so that God gets the glory and the unsaved around me get the right view of
a Christian who claims to be changed from our old, sinful self. Paul writes, in Romans 13: 12-14-
"The night is far gone, the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put
on the armor of light! Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not
in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires."

Conclusion: If we will take our family fellowship, our witness to the world and our moral
character seriously we can be close followers with Jesus, walking hand in hand with Him! If our
daily walk with Jesus starts with prayer and a careful study of His Word, we can increase the
brightness of our light and we won't want anything to come between us and our Savior!

IL- Charles Tindley- "Nothing Between" 'Nothing between my soul and the Savior, so that His
blessed face may be seen! Nothing preventing the least of His favor- keep the way clear, let
nothing between!"

May the light of God's Word shine today on you and me and even on the marvelous imagery of
our Communion elements- bread and cup representing His body nailed to a cross and His blood
shed for the complete forgiveness of our sins!

Closing Song- "The Church's One Foundation"


