
"Inheriting the Promises!" 2021 Summer Series at the Village Church

#7- "Free to Be What HE Wants Me to Be!" John 8: 36- "So, if the Son makes you free, you will
be free indeed!"

Introduction: IL- Poem-

"Last night I decided to count my blessings. I didn't think it would take long. But I certainly
showed poor guessing, for today I'm still going strong!" God has blessed us beyond what we
can imagine and one of the major blessings from His gracious hand is freedom in Christ- life that
is full to overflowing and free to be what He wants us to be!  This morning we need to know...

If I truly want to experience life that is full and free, I must make three honest admissions:

1. I struggle with bondage to sin and self. Let me take a moment to set the context for this
verse by quoting two short paragraphs from an article by PBS Network titled, "The Roman
Empire in the First Century." IL- "Slaves in Rome might include prisoners of war, sailors captured
and sold by pirates or slaves bought outside of Roman territory. In hard times it was not
uncommon for desperate Roman citizens to raise money by selling their children into slavery!"
"All slaves and their families were the property of their owners, who could sell or rent them out
at any time. Their lives were harsh. Slaves were often whipped, branded or cruelly mistreated.
Their owners could also kill them for any reason and would face no punishment."

Jews in that same century were under a heavy burden to the Law with its 613 commands! Some
Jews, like these in our text this morning, were deceived by sin- a case in point is the comment-
"We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone!" (v. 33) They forgot as
well that they were under Satan's driving force to kill Jesus! In summary, they were slaves to
Rome politically, to the letter of the Law religiously, and to sin and Satan morally. IL- Bishop J.C.
Ryle wrote, "The power of self-deception in the unconverted man is infinite!" For many today
there is an unconscious lack of realization of personal sin, even though the Bible says in Romans
3: 23- "For ALL have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." Some of those same disillusioned
sinners flaunt what they see as their own freedom to do whatever! They put up with sin in their
own lives while taking the hard line with others, like family members. Or they simply ignore
their drive to sin with that same, "I can do what I feel like doing, thank you very much!" Many
people, all around the world, need to know that Christ can give them true freedom to be what
God designed them to be! Freedom is defined as, "the power or right to act, speak or think
without hindrances or restraint." Another definition in our dictionaries is, "liberation from the
power of another." Through Jesus it is possible to be set free from the power of Satan and of
sinful self. Jesus tells that crowd of Jews, and us by application, that we can have true freedom
"indeed". That word comes up ten times in our Bibles in the context of spiritual freedom
because of Christ and His work at Calvary for sinners. It literally means, "really, certainly, truly."
One example of it in Paul's writings is found in 1 Timothy 6: 19- "Thus storing up treasure for
themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is
TRULY life!" And Jesus ends His promise with those assuring words, "will be free indeed." Yet we



all start out as sinners by nature and practice. So many people in 2021 are saying, in essence, "I
don't need to hear that- I'm a good person, you know!" And it is possible that some who profess
to be Christians lean in that direction. But the larger picture is that many of us, even though we
know Jesus as our Savior from sin, still struggle with certain sins or habits and we beat ourselves
up over our failures and feel unworthy before God, while being His son or daughter by faith. We
need to remember that we are imperfect beings living in a very imperfect world! What we need
to focus on, when we are feeling low, is that our freedom in Christ is freedom to honor Him and
serve Him far over and above our times of serving our fleshly desires. Satan wants us to feel
depressed and discouraged and disconnected. But that is where our second honest admission
takes us to the place of victory!

2. Only Jesus, God's Son, can release me to experience spiritual freedom. Paul writes, in
Romans 6: 6- "We know that our old self was crucified with Him in order that the body of sin
might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin." When I really "get
it" about my spiritual freedom in Christ I can and will gladly live in freedom. Knowing I am
forgiven, part of His family, loved unconditionally, and that I have a heavenly inheritance waiting
for me as one of His sons or daughters makes all the difference! IL- Loved unconditionally- a
small child gets into a can of paint in the garage and it is all over his face and his clothes and he
is crying because he knew he shouldn't have opened that can. His mother cleans him up and
gives him a big hug and tells him everything is going to be okay! Where once I was a slave to sin,
now I get to be a servant of the Savior!  Ephesians 6: 6- "Not by way of eye-service, as people
pleasers but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart!" That is possible
and do-able because Jesus paid the price to set me free from sin and Satan. Galatians 4: 4 to 7-
"But when the fulness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under
the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.
And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying "Abba!
Father!" So, you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God!" Jesus
came from outside the rank and file of sinners to do for us sinners what only He could do as the
Son. He came as THE truth to liberate us to live IN truth. So many today, down deep in their
hearts, ask with Pilate in John 18: 38- "What is truth?" And too many today claim to know about
truth but they don't respond to the truth that focuses on Jesus as Savior and Lord. Some in
Jerusalem could claim to know about Jesus- His siblings, His mother Mary, His work in the
carpenter shop, His residence in Nazareth, His claims of being the Son of God- even being
amazed at His miracles. But all of that is a far cry from knowing Him as MY Savior! The closer I
get to Jesus in my day to day walk with Him the more sin loses its mastery over me and the
more Jesus becomes my well-loved Master, much deserving of my praise and service!  Jesus
paid the ultimate price to set you and me free! The Jews that day brought up their racial and
religious connection to Abraham, but those were empty words when Jesus reminded them in
John 8: 56- "Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see My day. And he saw it and was
glad!" Abraham acknowledged that Jesus is greater than any mere human. And once we
acknowledge that He is our Savior from sin through His death, burial and resurrection, we can
know true freedom from anyone or anything that would bind us and hold us back from all He



wants us to be! Have YOU acknowledged Him as your Savior, and are you truly glad to
experience daily victory over sin through Him? He will free us from ANY bondage! And He
deserves thanks- that is our third honest admission...

3. He alone deserves thanks for freeing me from ANY bondage. Apart from a close walk with
Christ it can seem like sin is too strong and that we can't possibly gain a victory over it! BUT
victory is assured to us because Jesus bought us at a price and with a purpose. Now, because of
Calvary, I am free NOT to sin! IL- Joseph in Genesis 39: 8, 9- "But he refused, and said to his
master's wife, 'Behold, because of me my master has no concern about anything in the house,
and he has put everything that he has in my charge. He is not greater in this house than I am,
nor has he kept back anything from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I
do this great wickedness and sin against God?" And God has strategically placed us in the
Church, the Body of Christ, to encourage each of us with the prayers and help of our brothers
and sisters in the local Body! Colossians 3: 28, 29- "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you
are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to the promise!" Jesus has the
right and the power to free us, and the source of our confidence is HIM, not Abraham, as great
a man as he was, and not a denomination or a church family or a certain set of beliefs- only
HIM! He is the One to whom praise is due for the daily victories we can win by His power! He
alone can give us life at its best- the privilege of serving the God of the universe! If you are like
me, you have many times said to God, "I want to change! I want to live in victory!" Yet we
realize that change is only possible through submission to Him and obedience to His Word! IL-
Dr. Vernon C. Grounds, Our Daily Bread- "Dramatic change IS possible when we open our hearts
to Jesus!" Example- Me and my fear of being in front of people. Question: In what specific way
has God set YOU free? [Say it out loud] Galatians 5: 1- "For freedom Christ has set us free; stand
firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery."

Conclusion: IL- Phillipp P. Bliss- 1871 "Come Unto Me" "Now we are free, there's no
condemnation! Jesus provides a perfect salvation! 'Come unto Me!' Oh, hear His sweet call!
Come, and He saves us once for all!" Romans 8: 1- There is therefore now NO condemnation to
those who are in Christ, who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit!"

Closing Song- "Amazing Grace- My Chains Are Gone!"


