
Message #60 Exposition of John John 18:28-38

I Find No Guilt In Him 

Does the Bible tell us that Jesus was guilty or innocent? 

EVEN THOUGH JESUS WAS FOUND GUILTLESS, HE WAS STILL SENTENCED TO DEATH 
ON A ROMAN CROSS.  

Why was Jesus sentenced to death on a cross when He was truly innocent?  Well, in John 18:28-38, we 
find 3 reasons.  

Reason #1 -  Jesus was sentenced to death, because He said He would be. 18:28-32 

This is the sovereignty of God at work here. Only God could have set this up. Jesus claimed on many 
occasions that He would be lifted up in death on a cross. Jesus told Nicodemus in John 3:14 the Son of 
man must be lifted up. Jesus said again in John 8:28, when you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you 
will know that I am He. He said it again in 12:32, and I, when I am lifted up from the earth. Jesus 
predicted that He would be lifted up from the earth to die. 

Now, what’s also incredible about this is that the Old Testament predicted that very thing for the Messiah 
to come. David wrote in Psalm 22:26, they have pierced my hands and my feet. Piercing of hands and feet 
indicated being nailed upon a cross, but what’s fascinating is that crucifixion was a Roman practice, and 
Rome didn’t come into power until centuries after David lived. So, long before crucifixion was known, 
God prophetically wrote about it in His word in the Psalms.  

Then Jesus said, I will be lifted up, and God set the stage whereby the Jews desired to put Jesus on a 
cross, and as we will see in the coming weeks, Pilate gives them what they ask for. Jesus’ prediction 
comes true.  

Reason #2 -  Jesus was sentenced to death, because He is Israel’s King. 18:33-37 

Who is Jesus? According to the Bible, He is the King of Israel. And not only that, Revelation 19:16 tells 
us, He is King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 

If you read the Old Testament, you’ll learn Israel was and still is promised a kingdom from God - a 
kingdom of peace and righteousness. Also, Israel was and is promised a special person, the anointed one. 
One person would be given to Israel to lead the nation. The Messiah would be the greatest prophet, priest, 
and King, but He, also, would be the greatest sacrifice. On many occasions in the Old Testament, we read 
that the Messiah would suffer and die, but then He would rise again. That is Jesus.  

Jesus died an innocent man because God declared that Israel’s king must be killed and return again. 

Reason #3 -  Jesus was sentenced to death, because His mission on earth involved communicating the   
  truth. 18:37-38 

Jesus taught that He was the only person who has ever been born into this world but was from heaven 
(John 8:23; 5:37; 3:13). He came to this sinful world to bear witness of the truth. What does that mean? 
That means Jesus serves as evidence or proof of ultimate, eternal truth. Jesus’ words, actions, and life 
demonstrate truth to a world that’s confused. 

Apparently, in Pilate’s day, there was a movement going on where people said truth is relative. You have 
your truth, and I have mine. Don’t tell me I am wrong. There is no right and wrong. So, he responded, 
what is truth? 
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Jesus said He is the truth. He said the Word of God is truth. He said it’s truth that can set a person free, 
and it is truth that can set one apart from this dead, sinful world and be alive unto God.  

If Jesus came to give us proof of the truth, in what way does Jesus’ life, His ministry, His words, and His 
actions demonstrate to us truth?  

#1 - Jesus was and is the only perfect human. 1 John 3:5 says that there is no sin in Him. Jesus lived the 
perfect life. He was innocent and guiltless. Not only in the Roman court system, but as you stack His life 
up next to the Holy character of God, He is guiltless. He was sentenced to death as a guiltless man.  

#2 - We are not perfect. Every single one of us has a death sentence on us. We stand before God guilty of 
sin. Romans 6:23 - for the wages of sin is death. The payment for sin is death, and Romans 3:23 - all have 
sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.  

But there is a dilemma: if we are guilty and deserve death, but Jesus was not guilty, why did He die 
anyway? Well, the Bible gives us that answer in many places, one of which is Acts 2:23. Peter declared to 
the nation of Israel, “this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, 
you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, 
because it was not possible for him to be held by it.”  

Why did Jesus die even though He never deserved death? Because it was God’s predetermined plan to 
show to the world that 1) not only was Jesus truly guiltless, 2) but to also show the world that they can be 
freed from the sting of death, and 3) to show to the world that when a guiltless man dies, death can’t hold 
him in the grave. Jesus rose again, proving that death does not have to be the end of your life. There is life 
eternal available to you. There is eternal life beyond the grave, but it is only for those who cannot be held 
down by death.  

Why was Jesus not held down by death? Because He was and is guiltless. He had no sin. But that leaves a 
problem for us. We are guilty and sinful, so how could we ever be freed from the pain of our death 
sentence? Well, let me tell you the beauty of the gospel of Jesus. 

Jesus said those who are of the truth hear His voice, and this is what Jesus said: John 11:25, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives 
and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 

When Jesus died, He died the death He did not deserve, but He died the death we deserve. He suffered on 
the cross and took the wrath of God for us. He took our sins upon Himself. He didn’t die because He was 
a criminal. He died because we are criminals. Romans 5:8 - But God shows his love for us in that while 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

After questioning Jesus, Pilate walked out to the Jews and declared, “I find no guilt in Him.” How would 
you like for God to look at your life and declare, “I find no guilt in him/her.”?  

How can that happen? How can God look at a guilty sinner and say I find no guilt in him? Here’s how: 
Romans 5:1 - Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  

The apostle Paul said faith, Jesus said believe. They both mean the same thing: to put your trust in. To 
place you confidence in. By faith in Jesus' work on the cross on our behalf, we are justified - guiltless - 
declared righteous by God. Simply believing in Jesus gives you the gift of eternal life.  

Eternal life is a free gift of God, received by faith in Jesus. Jesus said Himself, “truly, truly, I say to you, 
whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment 
but has passed from death to life.”


