
"Inheriting the Promises!" 2021 Summer Series at the Village Church

#10- "No Fear- Only Faith!" John 11: 25, 26- "Jesus said to her, 'I am the resurrection and the
life. Whoever believes in Me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and
believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?'"

Introduction: IL- D.L. Moody was the 19th century Chicago pastor who started what is now
known as Moody Bible Institute. Shortly before his death in 1899 he was quoted as saying,
"Someday you will read in the papers that D. L. Moody of East Northfield is dead. Don't you
believe a word of it! At that moment I shall be more alive than I am now. I shall have gone up
higher- that is all!" What a tremendous, faith-filled attitude to have about physical death!

A true believer has no need to fear death, and John 11 gives us four reasons why that is true!
We're going to work our way through the bulk of this chapter and determine how to have a D. L.
Moody kind of response to the prospect of physical death and eternal life!

1. The PURPOSES of Jesus- v. 1-16 Jesus had clear purposes as spelled out in this chapter-
namely for His followers to believe in Him and who He is and to thereby bring glory to God the
Father and to glorify the Son! IL- 1968, my first sermon, preached in a nursing home- "Sickness
in the Life of a Believer Can Be for the Glory of God." In this account we can imagine that
Martha is the oldest sibling, Mary next and, since he is mentioned last, Lazarus may have been
the youngest. Their hometown of Bethany was about two miles from downtown Jerusalem
while Jesus was 25 miles away on the other side of the Jordan River in Bethphage. Jesus had a
primary purpose for how He handled the situation- "that you may believe!" John 5: 25- "Truly,
truly I say to you, an hour is coming and is now here when the dead will hear the voice of the
Son of God and those who hear will live!" Four times Jesus states that His purpose is for His
followers to believe in Him. We still need to believe in Him and His resurrection purposes in our
lives too! Ten times in the Bible death is compared to sleep- a metaphor for lying still.
"Cemetery" comes from a word meaning, "sleeping place". God's answer to sin is death, but to
death for a believer it is resurrection. His disciples are soon to witness a display of His
supernatural power. In John 14: 19 Jesus says, "Yet a little while and the world will see Me no
more, but you will see Me. Because I live you also will live!" Jesus does not say, "Do you
understand this?" He says, "Do you believe this?" Jesus has already determined to wake Lazarus
out of his sleep! So, what is to fear about death if it is simply sleep??

2. The PROMISES of Jesus- v. 17-27 Jesus promises that a true believer will live eternally and
never spiritually die. Physically perhaps, but not spiritually separated from God in Heaven for
eternity! IL- Man goes to his doctor a second day in a row about a nagging physical problem.
The doctor tells him, "I have both good news and bad news for you about your problem." The
patient responds- "Let's hear the good news first." The doctor says, "You have 24 hours to live!"
The man then says, "What could the bad news possibly be?" The doctor responds, "I was
supposed to tell you that yesterday!" If a person has not physically died and has put their faith
in Jesus for eternal life, they will live forever! Jesus is, in effect, saying, "I am the resurrection of
the dying and the life of the living!" After the death of Jesus, the death of true believers isn't



really death! John 8: 51- "Truly, truly I say to you- if anyone keeps My word, he shall never see
death!" Elijah and Enoch escaped physical death, and so will all believers who are physically
alive when the Rapture occurs! Jesus was ready to bring life at the precise moment when all
human help was gone. Jesus promises life for His followers but for the unbelievers there is only
death and a second death in judgment- namely eternal separation from a loving God! This is the
fifth "I AM" statement Jesus makes in this Gospel. Death for the wicked is the master of terrors
but for the believer it is the end of terror and fear! And God cares about our emotions at that
very moment!

3. The PASSION of Jesus- v. 28-37   "groaned" and "wept". Jesus truly cares about our hurts and
our sorrows. IL- Gordon Jensen- 1971- "Tears are a language God understands!" "He sees the
tears of a broken-hearted soul. He sees your tears and hears them when they fall. God weeps
along with man and takes him by the hand. Tears are a language God understands!" The text
indicates "loud lamentations"- being agitated over Satan's work of stirring up deep grief. Jesus
wept over the tragic consequences of sin! Human need always strikes a responsive chord with
Jesus! His prayer was one of certainty- "I know...." Three resurrections before He went to the
Cross- the son of the widow of Nain, Jairus' daughter and Lazarus (plus His own!) Of the 37
miracles mentioned in the Gospels four of them deal with resurrection to life! Temporary
separation of soul and body at death does not affect everlasting life that began at the moment
of faith. The most frequent promise in the Bible is "I am with you always"! What a help for a
weary soul! He is there in the good times, the bad times and even beyond the grave! His power
can change difficult circumstances into delightful connections with Him and with people of
faith!

4. The POWER of Jesus- v. 38-45 "Came forth..." "Believed" IL- There are 125 commands in the
New Testament and 21 of those (most frequent) urge us, "Do not be afraid!" That command
occurs 70 times in the whole Bible! Our job is to obey, and His power is expressed in miracle
works! Death will NOT have the last word! All that Jesus can do for a future resurrection He can
do now with anyone who dies- saved to new life in Heaven, unsaved to a resurrection to face
udgment. In Jesus' last miracle before the cross, power is seen in resurrection and in His words
of life! Physical death is an object lesson for what sin does spiritually- it ends life as we know it
and separates people from each other and from God if they are not believers. Believers get to
leave the land of the dying to take up residence in the land of the living! Death for a Christian
has lost its sting and has been robbed of its terror! The answer to death is not just a general
resurrection but Jesus' own offer of resurrection! Paul writes in Philippians 1: 23-24- "My desire
is to depart and to be with Christ which is far better, but to remain in the flesh is more
necessary on your behalf." Think about this for a moment- Jesus touched blind eyes, deaf ears,

horrible diseases and deformities and those held captive by demons- resurrection was not too hard for
Him! He told us- "I am come that you might have life and have it abundantly!" Paul tells believers, in 1
Thessalonians 4: 13-14- "But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are
asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope; for since we believe that Jesus died and
rose again, even so through Jesus God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus." The
death and resurrection of Jesus opened the way for us to step into Heaven when we "sleep" in Jesus!



Conclusion: IL- Charles Spurgeon- 57 years old, died in 1892. Over 100,000 at his funeral in London.
Before he died he said, "The best moment of a Christian's life is his last one because it is the one nearest
Heaven!"

Colossians 3: 1-4 challenges us to live like we believe these wonderful truths about death, life and
resurrection- "If you then have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above where Christ is
seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things that are above, not on things that are on the
earth! For you have died and your life is hid with God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you
also will appear with Him in glory!"

Closing Chorus: "Because He lives"


