
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Praying for God’s Plan 

Nehemiah 1-2 
 

What does the Bible teach? 

Our first action should always be prayer. (v. 1:4) 

 

Prayer is an ongoing spiritual activity. (v. 1:1 & v. 2:1) 

 

Prayer brings us onto God’s agenda. (v. 1:11) 

 

Prayer gets us prepared for God’s opportunities. (v. 2:1-6) 

 

Prayer puts us in a position to experience the fullness of God’s blessings. (v. 2:7-9) 

 

 

How should they respond? 

Pray first, and then pray nonstop. 

 

Ask God for direction and wait until he shows you what to do. 

 

When God shows you what to do, get on his agenda. 

 

Once God shows you his agenda, walk through the door he opens. 
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Praying for God’s Plan 
Group Discussion 
1. What does the passage say?  

What is the writer ultimately trying to communicate to 
his readers? What issue is the writer addressing? 

 

2. What did this passage mean to its original 
audience? 
How would a 1st Century Christ-follower receive this 
message? 

 

3. What does this passage tell us about God? 
Explain what you understand about God from the text.  
Is that a new idea or truth for you? 
 

4. What does this passage tell us about man? 
In your own words share what this passage 
encourages us to do to follow Jesus more fully and 
faithfully? 
 

5. What does this passage demand of me? 
Personally speaking, what areas of living in relationship 
with Jesus do you need to address?  
How should you live in light of what this passage says? 
 

6. How does this passage change the way I 
relate to people? 
What does this passage communicate about the need 
for grace and humility in community with others? Whom 
should I invite to seek Jesus? 
 

7. What does this passage prompt me to pray 
to God? 
Are you in need of forgiveness or repentance?   
Do you need to intercede for others?  
Do you need an “extra measure” of faith to follow Jesus 
or engage the community and world? 

 

 

    

 

Nehemiah 1:1-4, 11 &  

Nehemiah 2:1-6, 8 
 

Nehemiah 1 

1 The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah. Now it 

happened in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth 

year, as I was in Susa the citadel, 2 that Hanani, one of 

my brothers, came with certain men from Judah. And I 

asked them concerning the Jews who escaped, who 

had survived the exile, and concerning Jerusalem. 3 

And they said to me, “The remnant there in the 

province who had survived the exile is in great trouble 

and shame. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and 

its gates are destroyed by fire.” 4 As soon as I heard 

these words I sat down and wept and mourned for 

days, and I continued fasting and praying before the 

God of heaven.  

11 O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of 

your servant, and to the prayer of your servants who 

delight to fear your name, and give success to your 

servant today, and grant him mercy in the sight of this 

man.” 

Nehemiah 2 

1 In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King 

Artaxerxes, when wine was before him, I took up the 

wine and gave it to the king. Now I had not been sad 

in his presence. 2 And the king said to me, “Why is 

your face sad, seeing you are not sick? This is nothing 

but sadness of the heart.” Then I was very much 

afraid. 3 I said to the king, “Let the king live forever! 

Why should not my face be sad, when the city, the 

place of my fathers' graves, lies in ruins, and its gates 

have been destroyed by fire?” 4 Then the king said to 

me, “What are you requesting?” So I prayed to the 

God of heaven. 5 And I said to the king, “If it pleases 

the king, and if your servant has found favor in your 

sight, that you send me to Judah, to the city of my 

fathers' graves, that I may rebuild it.” 6 And the king 

said to me (the queen sitting beside him), “How long 

will you be gone, and when will you return?” So it 

pleased the king to send me when I had given him a 

time. 

 

8b And the king granted me what I asked, for the good 

hand of my God was upon me. 
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