
“Joseph in Jail” • Genesis 39:20–40:7 
Mt. Lassen Community Church • November 23, 2025 

 
Intro • What are your big takeaways from Joseph’s story so far? 
 
Opening Text: Genesis 41:51–52 • Later in Joseph’s story, he looks back 
over his years troubles and considers all that God has done. He names 
his two sons in recogniFon of God’s faithfulness… 
 
Manasseh =  ________________________________________________  
 
Ephraim =  _________________________________________________  
 
Big Idea • Looking back, Joseph wouldn’t have changed a thing. What 
did God do to make all the difference in those hard Fmes? 
 
Discuss • Do you have a hard season of your life that you look back on—
and wouldn’t change a thing? Why? 
 
39:20 • What was Joseph’s jail like? (Genesis 41:14) ________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________  
 
Vs 21 • The most important thing about the jail was that God was with  
 
Joseph and gave him _________________________________________  
 
#1 • God changes the ______________________ of our circumstances. 
 
We are not defined by our trials, but by our  ______________________  
 
The quesFon isn’t where you are, but who you are _________________  
 
Vs 22–23 • Instead of just biding his Fme, Joseph makes the best of it! 
 
#2 • God offers ____________________________ in our circumstances. 
 
Joseph’s name means: ________________________________________  
 

Connec@on to Jesus à Let Jesus be your “Joseph, the Steward” = turn 
everything in your life over to Jesus—let Him manage and prosper it! 
 
40:1–3 • God knew where Joseph’s challenges were taking him—to an 
eventual meeFng with Pharaoh; but this took 13 years! 
 
#3 • God knows the ______________________ , so we need not worry 
in our circumstances. 
 
You never know how God might be changing your trajectory in your 
trials, and what His big plan might be, so don’t freak out! 
 
Vs 4 • “Joseph was put in charge of the prisoners, and he took care of 
them” à he led them by serving them! 
 
#4 • God gives us a different _________________ in our circumstances 
 
This is “Jesus–Style” leadership, and it is how Joseph takes hold of God’s 
new perspec@ve, prosperity, and plan in his trials. In every stage of his 
journey, Joseph’s job is the same: a steward and servant, caring for the 
needs and property of others. (Luke 22:24–26) 
 
“And they were in confinement for some @me,” à We never know how 
long “some Fme” will be! 
 
#5 • God’s sovereignty gives us _______________ in our circumstances. 
 
“God has the plan for our future, but His will for us is that we live today 
inten@onally on mission for Him. The future is God’s business, but today 
is our responsibility.” 
 
Vs 5–7 • Under Joseph, it was unusual for the prisoners to be ________  
 
#6 • God offers His __________________________ , bringing joy in our  
circumstances (Psalm 16:11) 
 
Reflect • Does your expression communicate the presence of God in your 
life? Why or why not? 
 



	

	

Welcome to Worship at MLCC! 
 

As you visit today, please let us know how we can bless you or 
answer any of your questions about MLCC. 

 
If you want to be more involved, become a member, get 

baptized, or get prayer, please fill out a connect card.  
 

Children join in with the adult worship service on Sundays and 
are dismissed to class after.  

Childcare is also provided for Thursday Night Study! 
 

Giving is intended for MLCC church members. Visitors are not 
expected to participate, but if you would like to donate, giving 

boxes are available in the back of the sanctuary. 
 

Prayer partners are available after every church service. Please 
meet us up front and let us pray with you. 

 
The Mt Lassen Theatre is a ministry outreach of MLCC. Come 

out sometime, invite a friend, and enjoy the Theatre with us! See 
MLCC.church for upcoming events and movies. 

 
Please visit MLCC.church for— 

• Staff & contact info 
• Upcoming events & registrations 
• Weekly Bible studies & groups 
• Past sermon videos & notes 
• Church history, beliefs & values 
• Our mobile app 
• Everything else! 

 
Office hours: 
Tuesday – Friday, 8am – 2pm 
530-258-3005 
	 Connect & find more info at MLCC.church 

Helping People  
Find & Follow God 

 

KEY CONTACTS 
Jerilyn Cleeves – Children 

Jill Theriault – Women 
Sonia Elliott – Office Admin 
Curt Theriault – Operations 

Brack Green – Treasurer 
Elders— 

Jeff Atchison – Sr Pastor 
Scott Cory – Chairman 

Brian Tilford 
Randy Wright 

To reach us, visit MLCC.church 
 

 
 
 

	

	

 

	

Today’s Sermon — 
“Joseph in Jail” Genesis 39:20–40:7 

November 23, 2025 

 

Upcoming Events — 

All Church MLCC Christmas Party – Friday, 12/12, 6pm 
More details soon. Please RSVP 

MLCC Christmas Eve Services •  
December 24, 2pm & 4pm 

All–family services, and invite a friend! 

MLCC Bible Studies— 
Saturday Men’s GRIT • “Iron Sharpens Iron” 

Thursday Midweek Study • All church, with Pastor Jeff 
Men’s Wednesday Mornings • “52 Greatest Chapters” 

Women’s Tuesday Bible Study • AM & PM, “Psalms” 
The FORGE • “Teaching Workshop” with Jeff (bi-monthly) 

For info on any of these studies or events, visit MLCC.church 
 

2 Corinthians 4:17 • For 
momentary, light affliction is 

producing for us an eternal 
weight of glory far beyond all 

comparison 
 
. 
 


