
“Empty Tears” • Genesis 27:30–41 
Mt. Lassen Community Church • October 12, 2025 

 
Intro • Hebrews 12:15–17 • What is something you did as a child that 
got you into the most trouble—especially when you refused to repent? 
 
Backstory – Genesis 25:27–34 • Esau despises his birthright, selling it to 
Jacob for a bowl of stew. Esau, a red–haired man, loves the red stew! His 
future tribe are the “REDS” (edom-ites). 
 
The birthright is no joke •  ____________________________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________  
 
Vs 34 • “thus Esau despised his birthright” • This wasn’t just about 
being snarky—Esau lived out this despising à Genesis 36:34–35 • Esau 
marries two Canaanite women, bringing grief to his parents! He had no 
desire to live for the God of Abraham in Canaan. 
 
Discuss • What is our “birthright” as believers in Jesus? (John 1:12; 
Ephesians 2:4–7) How might we despise the Birthright? (Romans 2:4–8) 
 
Chapter 27:1–32 • Jacob deceives Isaac for the Patriarchal Blessing 
 
Vs 30–33 • Esau Returns to be blessed, but it is too late! 
 
Vs 34–36 • Esau cries out: Jacob has “jacobed” me again! 
 
Esau’s Empty Tears • Hebrews 12:15–17 • Esau wants the blessing so 
badly he is weeping, but he is rejected with no repentance” in his heart! 
 
He has “come short of the grace of God” because of (1) biYerness (2) he 
is “godless”—he wants to be the boss of his own life instead of God  
 
REPENTANCE LESSONS FROM ESAU 
 
1 • BiYerness and Blame can keep us from repentance ______________  
 
 __________________________________________________________  

2 • True repentance means heading back toward God—with a broken  
 
and contrite heart (Psalms 51:17). ______________________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________  
 
3 • There is no blessing without repentance! (2 Peter 3:9).  __________  
 
 __________________________________________________________  
 
4 • Repentance itself is a blessing (Acts 3:19 & Romans 2:4).  _________  
 
 __________________________________________________________  
 
Vs 39–41 • Esau’s Grudge • Esau is unrepentant—now seen in his 
murderous rage against his brother (like Cain against Abel).  
 
BIG LESSON: Tears aren’t the same as repentance!  _________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________  
 
The History of Esau’s Tribe:  
• Live at Mt. Seir as a thorn to Israel • They trouble Israel in the Exodus 
• David subdues Edom militarily • Obadiah prophesizes their doom 
 
Individual Edomites in scripture: 
• Doeg works for King Saul, huneng David 
• The Herods in the New Testament are Edomites (Idumeans) 
• Herod Anepater becomes an ally of Julius Caesar 
• Herod the Great is installed as the “King of the Jews” and tries to kill 
baby Jesus in Bethlehem 
• Herod Archelaus is a threat, so Joseph & Mary take Jesus to Galilee 
• Herod Anepas kills John the Bapest 
• Herod Agrippa I kills Jesus’ brother James; Agrippa is struck down as 
he is worshiped as a god 
This is Esau’s legacy! 
 
Closing: Isaiah 55:6–7 • Seek the Lord while He may be found!  



	

	

Welcome to Worship at MLCC! 
 

As you visit today, please let us know how we can bless you or 
answer any of your questions about MLCC. 

 
If you want to be more involved, become a member, get 

baptized, or get prayer, please fill out a connect card.  
 

Children join in with the adult worship service on Sundays and 
are dismissed to class after.  

Childcare is also provided for Thursday Night Study! 
 

Giving is intended for MLCC church members. Visitors are not 
expected to participate, but if you would like to donate, giving 

boxes are available in the back of the sanctuary. 
 

Prayer partners are available after every church service. Please 
meet us up front and let us pray with you. 

 
The Mt Lassen Theatre is a ministry outreach of MLCC. Come 

out sometime, invite a friend, and enjoy the Theatre with us! See 
MLCC.church for upcoming events and movies. 

 
Please visit MLCC.church for— 

• Staff & contact info 
• Upcoming events & registrations 
• Weekly Bible studies & groups 
• Past sermon videos & notes 
• Church history, beliefs & values 
• Our mobile app 
• Everything else! 

 
Office hours: 
Tuesday – Friday, 8am – 2pm 
530-258-3005 
	 Connect & find more info at MLCC.church 

Helping People  
Find & Follow God 

 

KEY CONTACTS 
Jerilyn Cleeves – Children 

Jill Theriault – Women 
Sonia Elliott – Office Admin 
Curt Theriault – Operations 

Brack Green – Treasurer 
Elders— 

Jeff Atchison – Sr Pastor 
Scott Cory – Chairman 

Brian Tilford 
Randy Wright 

To reach us, visit MLCC.church 
 

 
 

	

	

 

	
Today’s Sermon — 
“Empty Tears” 

Genesis 27:30–41 
October 12, 2025 

 
Upcoming Events — 

Thursday Bible Study • Genesis continues 

Hospitality Deacon Needed • Interested? Let us know! 

MLCC Men’s Bible Study • Wednesdays, 7am 
Continuing “52 Greatest Chapters in the Bible” 

MLCC Women’s Bible Study •  
Tuesdays, 9:30a & 5:30p 

Book of Psalms, starting October 28 

Next FORGE workshop • October 26 

	

Psalm 51:17 • The sacrifices 
of God are a broken spirit; A 
broken and a contrite heart, 
O God, You will not despise. 
 
 


