
“Joseph Runs” • Genesis 39 
Mt. Lassen Community Church • November 16, 2025 

 
Intro • “Few speed records are broken when people run from 
tempta7on”—why might this be the case? 
 
Context • Judah in Genesis 38 seems out of place. But we can more fully 
appreciate Joseph’s success in Genesis 39 because Judah stands in stark 
moral contrast to Joseph. 
 
 __________________________________________________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________  
 
Discuss • What differences do you see between how Judah treats Tamar 
and how Joseph deals with Mrs. Po7phar?  
 
39:1–5 • More context—Joseph prospers in PoNphar’s home, and 
PoNphar prospers in turn as he entrusts everything into Joseph’s capable 
hands. 
 
Discuss • How can we turn everything over to Jesus, to be our “Joseph”? 
Time / Career / RelaNonships / Talents & Hobbies / Ministry / etc? 
 
Vs 6–7 • Many young men in Joseph’s situaNon would surely take 
advantage of the opportunity! But as we will see, Joseph doesn’t see a 
tempta7on—he sees something else! 
 
Vs 8–9 • Joseph refuses, because— 
 
1 • he is mindful of what is at risk; all this would jeopardize; __________  
 
 __________________________________________________________  
 
2 • he is mindful of the “great evil” of violaNng the marriage covenant; _  
 
 __________________________________________________________  
 

3 • he sees this as “sin against God”; ____________________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________  
 
Vs 10 • “day a\er day” Joseph refuses to listen to her _______________  
 
 __________________________________________________________  
 
TemptaNon can’t get stronger if we never budge or compromise 
 
BTW • Joseph is presented as sinless in scripture (even though he is not!) 
à in his “perfec7on” Joseph points us to Jesus! 
 
Vs 11–12 • We see Joseph as running from tempta7on… 
 
Even more, Joseph sees himself as running from ___________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________  
 
And from God’s perspecNve, Joseph is running towards _____________  
 
 __________________________________________________________  
 
Vs 13–16 • Running from Mrs. PoNphar might seem to have been a huge 
mistake, but God had a bigger plan! 
 
Judah or Joseph? ____________________________________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________  
 
 __________________________________________________________  
 
Key: We don’t win by fixaNng on the temptaNon—we win by fixaNng on 
the Cross of Christ! 
  



	

	

Welcome to Worship at MLCC! 
 

As you visit today, please let us know how we can bless you or 
answer any of your questions about MLCC. 

 
If you want to be more involved, become a member, get 

baptized, or get prayer, please fill out a connect card.  
 

Children join in with the adult worship service on Sundays and 
are dismissed to class after.  

Childcare is also provided for Thursday Night Study! 
 

Giving is intended for MLCC church members. Visitors are not 
expected to participate, but if you would like to donate, giving 

boxes are available in the back of the sanctuary. 
 

Prayer partners are available after every church service. Please 
meet us up front and let us pray with you. 

 
The Mt Lassen Theatre is a ministry outreach of MLCC. Come 

out sometime, invite a friend, and enjoy the Theatre with us! See 
MLCC.church for upcoming events and movies. 

 
Please visit MLCC.church for— 

• Staff & contact info 
• Upcoming events & registrations 
• Weekly Bible studies & groups 
• Past sermon videos & notes 
• Church history, beliefs & values 
• Our mobile app 
• Everything else! 

 
Office hours: 
Tuesday – Friday, 8am – 2pm 
530-258-3005 
	 Connect & find more info at MLCC.church 

Helping People  
Find & Follow God 

 

KEY CONTACTS 
Jerilyn Cleeves – Children 

Jill Theriault – Women 
Sonia Elliott – Office Admin 
Curt Theriault – Operations 

Brack Green – Treasurer 
Elders— 

Jeff Atchison – Sr Pastor 
Scott Cory – Chairman 

Brian Tilford 
Randy Wright 

To reach us, visit MLCC.church 
 

 
 
 

	

	

 

	

Today’s Sermon — 
“Joseph Runs” Genesis 39:6–16 

November 16, 2025 

 

Upcoming Events — 

All Church MLCC Christmas Party – Friday, 12/12, 6pm 
More details soon. Please RSVP 

MLCC Widows/Widowers Lunch • 11/22 

New Children’s Church Series • “Give Thanks” 

MLCC Bible Studies— 
Saturday Men’s GRIT • “Iron Sharpens Iron” 

Thursday Midweek Study • All church, with Pastor Jeff 
Men’s Wednesday Mornings • “52 Greatest Chapters” 

Women’s Tuesday Bible Study • AM & PM, “Psalms” 
The FORGE • “Teaching Workshop” with Jeff (bi-monthly) 

For info on any of these studies or events, visit MLCC.church 
 

1 Corinthians 9:24 • Do you not know 
that those who run in a race all run, 
but only one receives the prize? Run 

in such a way that you may win. 
 
. 
 


