
Summary 
This sermon introduces an Advent series on deliverance by first examining why we're so prone to 
captivity. Using the Exodus story and Genesis 3 as frameworks, the pastor identifies five reasons 
we fall into bondage: (1) we have a real enemy actively working to imprison us, (2) Satan knows 
our specific vulnerabilities and baits us accordingly, (3) we live in a fallen world where simply 
going with the flow leads to captivity, (4) captives recruit other captives—whether through 
addiction industries or other exploitative systems, and (5) we've lost the ability to recognize our 
own captivity, accepting bondage as normal. The central message is that Satan is equally pleased 
to take us captive through socially acceptable sins (greed, pride, screen addiction) as through 
shameful ones (drugs, sexual sin), and that true freedom requires deliverance from outside 
ourselves—through God, who "came down to set us free." 

Discussion Questions 
1. The sermon mentions that "captives love company" and that we're surrounded by "slave 

drivers" recruiting more captives. Where do you see this dynamic playing out in 
contemporary culture? How can we resist becoming unwitting recruiters ourselves? 

2. Which of the five reasons for captivity resonates most with your own experience? Why 
do you think that particular vulnerability affects you? 

3. The pastor suggests we often fail to recognize our own captivity because it seems 
"normal." What areas of your life might you be accepting as normal that God actually 
wants to deliver you from? 

4. How does understanding that Satan is just as pleased with "respectable" sins 
(materialism, people-pleasing, judgment) as shameful ones change how you approach 
your spiritual life? 

5. The sermon emphasizes that we cannot be our own liberators—freedom must come from 
outside ourselves. How does this truth both humble and comfort you? How does it shape 
your approach to spiritual growth? 

6. What practical steps can you take this Advent season to become more alert to the enemy's 
strategies in your specific areas of vulnerability? 


