
Summary: 
This sermon explores the theme of freedom and imprisonment through Acts 16:16-40, examining 
multiple types of "prisons" beyond physical incarceration. The passage features a slave girl freed 
from demonic oppression (though not from slavery), Paul and Silas imprisoned yet worshiping 
freely, and a jailer imprisoned by shame and fear who finds salvation in Christ through the 
miraculous intervention of an earthquake. The preacher emphasizes that many prisons benefit 
those who keep us captive—whether creditors profiting from debt or abusers maintaining 
control. While God delivers us from prisons that hinder our relationship with Him, He may allow 
us to remain in difficult circumstances that serve His purposes, like Paul's "thorn in the flesh." 
The central message is that Christ has conquered the ultimate prison of sin and death through the 
cross, and belief in Jesus brings true freedom—a freedom so profound that Paul and Silas could 
worship in chains and voluntarily return to their cell after the earthquake that freed them. 
Discussion Questions: 

1. What "prisons" in your own life might someone else be benefiting from? How does 
recognizing this dynamic help you understand the resistance you face when trying to 
change? 

2. The sermon distinguishes between prisons God wants to deliver us from and those He 
calls us to remain in. How can we discern the difference? What role does community or 
wise counsel play in this discernment? 

3. Paul and Silas turned their prison cell into a worship service and platform for witness. 
What current difficulty in your life might God intend to use as a "platform" rather than 
something to escape from? 

4. The jailer's entire household was saved and baptized. How does this ancient concept of 
household salvation challenge or inform our modern individualistic approach to faith? 

5. Paul and Silas were prisoners but refused to be victims—they even voluntarily returned 
to their cell. What's the difference between being a prisoner and being a victim? How 
does this distinction relate to Christian freedom? 


