Standing in the Gap: A Priestly Response to National Sin

As America approaches its 250th anniversary, we find ourselves at a uniqgue momentin
history—a time to reflect not just on our nation's achievements, but on its relationship with
God's purposes. Rather than viewing our country through purely political or cultural lenses,
what if we stepped back to gain a 360-degree biblical perspective on America and our role
as Christians within it?

Nations in God's Plan

Scripture makes clear that nations are not accidents of history. Acts 17:26 tells us that
from one man, God "made all the nations that they should inhabit the whole earth. He
marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands." This
profound truth reveals that nations exist by divine design, established to provide
governance, order, and justice for people.

This is part of what theologians call "common grace"—God's will for everyone to live under
governments that allow them to "live peaceful and quiet lives marked by godliness and
dignity" (1 Timothy 2:2). God cares about how nations function because He cares about the
people within them.

Celebrating Virtues, Calling Out Vices

America, like every nation, has never been sinless. Our history includes slavery, racism,
segregation, the mistreatment of native peoples, abortion, corporate greed, exploitation of
children, and countless other failures. We don't rewrite history to make America look
flawless, but neither do we weaponize history to make it seem irredeemable.

The truth is this: America is not uniquely sinful. Every nation stands in need of God's mercy.
The question isn't whether our country has fallen short—it clearly has. The question is:
How should we, as Christians, respond?

The Priestly Calling

First Peter 2:4-9 offers a stunning revelation about our identity. We are described as "living
stones" being built into God's spiritual temple. More than that, we are called "holy priests"
who offer spiritual sacrifices that please God through Jesus Christ.

This isn't just poetic language—it's a job description. If you've said yes to Jesus, you're part
of His holy priesthood. And priests have a specific function: they stand between God and
people, representing the people before God and seeking His mercy on their behalf.



In the Old Testament, priests would lay hands on sacrificial animals and confess "all the
wickedness and rebellion of the Israelites" (Leviticus 16:21). They didn't distance
themselves from the people's sin; they stood with them, transferring the nation's guilt to
the sacrifice and seeking God's mercy.

Biblical Examples of Standing in the Gap

Consider Daniel, a man of exceptional righteousness. Captured by Babylonians and
removed from his homeland, he had every reason to be bitter. Yet when he prayed for his
nation, he said: "We have sinned and done wrong. We have rebelled against you and
scorned your commands and regulations."

Notice the pronouns. Not "they" but "we." Not "them" but "us."

Scripture never implicates Daniel personally in the specific sins that brought judgment on
Israel. But Daniel understood something profound: standing in the gap requires humility.
He knew his own heart, knew he was a sinner too, and refused to adopt a posture of moral
superiority over his struggling nation.

Nehemiah did the same thing. This government worker, used by God to rebuild Jerusalem's
infrastructure, prayed: "l confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and my father's
family, have committed against you." Again, there's no indication Nehemiah was personally
responsible for the national crisis. But he didn't distance himself from the people or their
need for mercy.

Our Spiritual Sacrifices

As New Testament priests, we don't offer physical sacrifices—Jesus already did that once
and for all. Instead, we offer spiritual sacrifices that please God:

Confession - Simply admitting we're wrong. "Lord, there's a way You say is right. We
haven't chosen Your way. We agree with You—we're wrong."

Repentance - Not just acknowledging guilt, but turning from our ways and turning to God.
Humility - Recognizing we're all sinners, guilty before a holy God.
Intercession - Praying on behalf of others.

Standing in the gap doesn't mean accepting personal guilt for sins we didn't commit. It
means humbling ourselves, knowing that whatever we've done, we're sinners too. We come
before a merciful God asking Him to show grace rather than judgment to our nation.

We don't puff out our chests in moral superiority. We humble ourselves, knowing we're just
one beggar showing another beggar where to find bread.



The Path to Revival

Second Chronicles 7:14 offers a familiar but powerful promise: "If my people who are
called by my name will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their
wicked ways, then | will hear from heaven and | will forgive their sin and | will heal their
land."

Notice God calls on His people—not politicians, not cultural influencers, but His people—
to humble themselves and pray. Spiritual renewal doesn't start in the White House or
Congress. It starts in God's house, with humble people willing to stand in the gap.

Carrying Our Nation to Jesus

One of the most beautiful pictures of this priestly function appears in Mark 2. Four people
carried a paralyzed man to Jesus. The crowds were so thick they couldn't get through, so
they climbed onto the roof, tore a hole in it, and lowered their friend down to Jesus.

They didn't heal him. They didn't forgive his sins. They didn't become his savior. But what
they did was profoundly priestly: they stood in the gap and carried him as far as they could.
They were between desperate need and a merciful Savior. They offered their strength in his
weakness, allowed his burden to become their burden, and carried him to Jesus.

Then Jesus did what only Jesus can do—He healed, forgave, and restored.
Our Response Today

What do we do about the sin and shortcomings of America? We take our corner of the mat
and carry our country to Jesus.

We can't save our nation. We can't forgive its sins. But we can bring it to the One who can.
We can stand in the gap with confession, repentance, humility, and intercession. We can
practice our priestly function, believing that God takes no pleasure in judgment but desires
that all would come to repentance.

Who are you carrying today? What name and nation is on your lips?

The greatest need for our nation isn't better politics or cultural reform—it's spiritual revival.
And that begins with God's people humbling themselves, getting in the gap, and carrying
our country to Christ.



Scripture References from the Sermon

Explicitly Mentioned References:

1. **Acts 17:26** - God made all nations to inhabit the earth and marked out their

appointed times and boundaries

2. **1 Timothy 2:2** - Living peaceful and quiet lives marked by godliness and dignity

3. **1 Peter 2:4-10** - Believers as living stones, holy priests, chosen people, royal
priesthood

4. **Ezekiel 33:11** - God takes no pleasure in the death of wicked people

5. **2 Peter 3:9** - The Lord is not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone come to
repentance

6. **Leviticus 16:21** - Instructions for priests to confess sins over the sacrificial animal

7. **Daniel 9:5-9** (paraphrased) - Daniel's corporate confession of national sin

8. **Nehemiah 1:6-7** (paraphrased) - Nehemiah's confession including himself and his
father's family

9. **2 Chronicles 7:14** - "If my people who are called by my name will humble themselves
and pray..."



10. **Mark 2:1-12** (referenced) - The paralytic lowered through the roof to Jesus

## Relevant Supporting Verses for Main Themes:

### On Gratitude Over Grievance:
- **1 Thessalonians 5:18** - Give thanks in all circumstances

- **Philippians 4:6** - In everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving

### On National Sin and Repentance:
- **Jeremiah 18:7-10** - God's relationship with nations

- **Romans 13:1-7** - Government authorities established by God

### On Priestly Intercession:
- **1 Peter 2:5** - Holy priesthood offering spiritual sacrifices
- **Hebrews 4:14-16** - Jesus as our great high priest

- **Romans 8:34** - Christ intercedes for us

### On Standing in the Gap:
- **Ezekiel 22:30** - "l looked for someone to stand in the gap"

- **|saiah 59:16** - God saw there was no intercessor



