Living a Legacy of Faith: How the Choices
You Make Today Shape Eternity

There is a story about a young sailor, just seventeen years old, who volunteered for one of the
most dangerous assignments in the U.S. Navy during wartime. His job was to pilot a smaller,
faster vessel in a zigzag pattern in front of battleships, absorbing any mines in the water before
they could reach the more valuable ships behind him. Out on the open Pacific Ocean, far from
home and with no guarantee of survival, a Navy chaplain introduced him to Jesus. That young
man surrendered his heart to Christ and made a simple pledge: if you get me home, I will serve
you all the days of my life.

He made it home. And he kept his word.

Generations later, people who never met that sailor have been shaped by his decision. His faith
did not die with him. It multiplied. That is the power of a legacy of faith.

When a Life Ends Too Soon

The story of John the Baptist ends in a way that feels deeply unsatisfying. He was a bold,
uncompromising voice who called people to repentance and pointed them toward Jesus. He was
also a man who refused to stay silent when those in power were living in open violation of God's
law. That courage cost him everything.

Herod had John imprisoned to appease his wife Herodias, whom John had publicly rebuked for
an unlawful marriage. Then, at a birthday celebration, a manipulative scheme unfolded. A dance,
a reckless vow, and a whispered request from a scheming mother resulted in John being
beheaded in prison. His head was brought out on a tray. His disciples came, buried his body, and
went to tell Jesus what had happened.

That is it. No dramatic rescue. No miraculous intervention. No sense of immediate justice. Just a
brutal, undignified end to a remarkable life.

If you have ever watched a beloved television series conclude with a finale that left you staring at
the screen thinking, "That is all?", you understand the feeling. But here is the thing about John's
story, and about every story that seems to end too soon: death is not always a period at the end of
a life. Sometimes it is only a comma.

Though He Died, He Still Speaks

Herod could take John's head, but he could not take John's legacy. The book of Hebrews, in
chapter eleven, verse four, makes a stunning observation about Abel, another man whose life was
cut short by violence. It says that though he died, he still speaks. That is legacy in its purest form.



A life lived in faith does not simply stop influencing the world the moment the heart stops
beating.

John the Baptist spent his ministry preparing the way for Jesus. Two thousand years later, he is
still doing exactly that. His humility still instructs us. His courage still challenges us. His
convictions still call us to something deeper and more daring than comfortable religion.

This leads to a truth worth sitting with: the impact of a faith-filled life can leave a lasting legacy
long after we are gone. And "gone" does not only mean death. When you leave a job, a
relationship, or a community, you leave something behind. The question is what.

The Principle of Receiving

In Matthew chapter ten, verse forty-one, Jesus makes a remarkable statement. He says that if you
receive a prophet as one who speaks for God, you will be given the same reward as that prophet.
The word "receive" carries the idea of taking someone in, welcoming them, supporting them, and
resourcing their work. Jesus is saying that when you come alongside someone doing the work of
God and you partner with them, you share in the eternal reward of everything that work
produces.

You do not have to be the one standing on the front lines to participate in what God is doing. You
can go without going. When you support a missionary, a ministry, or a local church, you are
spiritually present in every life that is changed through that work. Every person who comes to
faith, every marriage restored, every child whose trajectory is altered forever, you have a stake in
that outcome because you chose to invest in it.

Laying Up Treasures That Last

Jesus reinforces this principle in Matthew chapter six, verses nineteen through twenty, where he
contrasts two kinds of investment. Earthly treasure is vulnerable. It decays, it can be stolen, and
it is always temporary. Heavenly treasure, by contrast, is secure and eternal. Jesus urges his
followers to be intentional about where they are storing up their investment.

Think of it as the ultimate return on investment. When you give generously to the work of God,
you are not simply writing a check. You are aligning yourself with a harvest that will continue
long after you are gone. The spiritual fruit produced by a ministry you supported may not be
fully visible in your lifetime. But that does not make it any less real or any less yours.

This is also why, according to 2 Corinthians chapter five, verse ten, the judgment believers face
is not simply about a single moment in time. It is an accounting of a lifetime of faith and its
ongoing impact across generations. What you do today is far more important than what results
from it today.

Your Legacy Starts Now



Legacy is not something reserved for sailors, prophets, or people with extraordinary stories. It is
built in ordinary moments of faithfulness. It is built when you choose generosity over comfort,
when you speak truth when silence would be easier, and when you invest in something bigger
than your own immediate interests.

The choices you make with your time, your resources, and your faith are writing a story. That
story will outlast you. The question worth asking today is not simply what you are leaving
behind when you are gone, but what you are building right now that will still be speaking long
after you are silent.

Lives end. Legacies live on. Build yours with intention.



Here is a list of all scripture references mentioned or
alluded to in the sermon:

**Directly Cited**

- Matthew 14:3-12
- Hebrews 11:4

- Matthew 10:41

- Matthew 6:19-20

- 2 Corinthians 5:10
** Alluded To or Referenced Without Full Citation**

- Romans 10:13 — the sermon references the principle that "whoever calls upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved"

- Leviticus 18:16 / 20:21 — the Old Testament law John cited when rebuking Herod for
marrying his brother's wife

- Genesis 4:8 — the account of Cain killing Abel, referenced in connection with the Hebrews
11:4 quote about Abel still speaking through his faith

**Themes Referenced Without Specific Citation**

- The general New Testament teaching on heaven and hell as determined by one's acceptance or
rejection of Christ — aligns with John 3:16-18 and John 3:36

- The death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus as the basis for salvation — aligns with 1
Corinthians 15:3-4



- The concept of a final judgment day for all people — aligns with Revelation 20:11-15 and
Romans 14:10-12



