
MUSING ON GOD’S 
MUSIC

AN 8-WEEK STUDY ON HOW THE PSALMS FIT TOGETHER



STRUCTURE OF THE PSALMS

• Psalm 41:13 Blessed be the LORD, the 

God of Israel, from everlasting to 

everlasting! Amen and Amen!

• Psalm 72:18-19 Blessed be the LORD, 

the God of Israel, who alone does 

wonderous things. Blessed be his glorious 

name forever; may the whole each be filled 

with his glory! Amen and Amen

• Psalm 89:52 Blessed be the LORD 

forever! Amen and Amen

• Psalm 106:48 Blessed be the LORD, the 

God of Israel, from everlasting to 

everlasting! And let all the people say, 

“Amen!” Praise the LORD

• Psalm 145:21 My mouth will speak the 

praise of the LORD, and let all flesh 

bless his holy name forever and ever.



PSALTER
5-MOVEMENT 
CANTATA 

DEFINITION:
NARRATIVE PIECE OF 
MUSIC FOR VOICES WITH 
INSTRUMENTAL 
ACCOMPANIMENT

• I.  The Lord’s Anointed Preserved 

• II.  The Davidic Rule Extended to the Nations

• III.  Is the Davidic Covenant Abandoned?

• IV.  Reaffirming Foundations

• V.  The Rule of God’s Anointed



THE LORD’S 
ANOINTED 
PRESERVED 

FAILURE OF GOD’S ANOINTED

PSALM 3-41

• Psalm 3 “A Psalm of David, when he fled from Absalom 

his son”.

• Psalm 3:3, “But you O Lord are a shield about me, my 

glory, and the lifter of my head”

• Psalm 10:1–2 [1] "Why, O LORD, do you stand far 

away? Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble?  

[2] In arrogance the wicked hotly pursue the poor; let 

them be caught in the schemes that they have devised.”



HUMANITY SINCE THE FALL

Psalm 14:1–3 The Fool Says, There Is No God To the choirmaster. 

Of David.

• [1] The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They 

are corrupt, they do abominable deeds; there is none 

who does good. [2] The LORD looks down from 

heaven on the children of man, to see if there are any 

who understand, who seek after God. [3] They have all 

turned aside; together they have become corrupt; there 

is none who does good, not even one. (ESV)



AUTHOR, 
SCOTT ANIOL, 
QUOTE

ROBERT 
GODFREY
QUOTE

“…this is the Psalter editor's way, God's way, of 

artistically embodying what happens when a 

righteous person delights himself in the law of the 

lord (Psalm 1) and submits to the rule of his 

anointed one (Psalm 2) when that happens, as 

encapsulated in Psalm 18 and 19, when we 

meditate on God's revelation and delight in it, we 

will confess our sins (Psalm 19:12-13) and trust in 

God's Anointed as our Redeemer (Psalm 19:14) 

and we will be blessed”

“In response to the reality of our distress, the 
psalms of Book One . . . show us how to 
express our confidence in God.”



DAVIDIC RULE EXTENDED TO THE 
NATIONS

• PSALM 42 THROUGH 72

• CORPORATE FOCUS VS INDIVIDUAL

• FAR FROM THE TEMPLE



DAVIDIC RULE EXTENDED TO THE NATIONS 

Robertson Quote

“Twelve of the twenty-one psalms in this 
collection (Psalms 51–71) refer 
specifically to non-Israelite peoples. This 
proportion stands in significant contrast 
with the Davidic psalms of Book I (Ps 3–
41).”

EL VS. YAHWEH



SCOTT ANIOL

“Psalm 49 is a summons to the nations: “Hear this, all peoples! Give 
ear, all inhabitants of the world” (v 1). Likewise, Psalm 50 is a 
summons specifically to God’s people, those “who made a covenant 
with me by sacrifice,” calling all to submit to God as judge (50:5). In 
response to this summons, God’s Anointed himself answers and 
confesses his sin to God (Ps 51), submitting his rule to Yahweh’s rule. 
Likewise the pagan king Doeg the Edomite answers God’s summons 
(Ps 52).”
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