
MUSING ON GOD’S 
MUSIC

AN 8-WEEK STUDY ON HOW THE PSALMS FIT TOGETHER



TIMELINE







IMPORTANT POINTS: MOVEMENT III

1. We have seen much lament and confession in Movements I and II, but 

Movement III (Psalms 73–89) is certainly the darkest movement of the Psalter. 

There is only one psalm by God’s Anointed, David, in this movement. David is 

missing. His only psalm is Psalm 86, and it is a dark lament.

2.Movement III poetically portrays the destruction of Israel and Judah and brings 

into question whether God has abandoned his covenant with David.

3.Most of the psalms in Movement III are corporate and focus on devastation by 

pagan nations. The movement contains a notable lack of trust and hope, instead 

filled with fear, anxiety, and uncertainty.



IMPORTANT POINTS: MOVEMENT IV

1. Movement IV of the Psalter is a key turning point for the unfolding of the Davidic Covenant in the canonical flow 

of the five movements, and it is consequently important for the formation of a biblical conception of blessedness 

under God’s rule, especially when it appears as if God’s promises to his Anointed have failed. This movement is all 

about reaffirming the foundational principles first introduced in Psalms 1 and 2 that form a proper image of 

blessedness:

• [1] The Lord reigns. [2] The Lord has determined the destiny of the wicked and the righteous.

[3] Take refuge in the Lord.

2. Moses is a major focus of this movement. He begins the movement, he is referenced three times in the final 

psalm (Ps 106:16, 23, 32), and he appears three more times in between (99:6, 103:7, 05:26).

3. David’s name never appears in the movement—the focus is more on reaffirming that Yahweh reigns so that God’s 

people have confidence that he will keep his promises to his Anointed.



IMPORTANT POINTS: MOVEMENT V

1. The key refrain of thanksgiving from 1 Chronicles 16 permeates Movement V, appearing 32 times. 

Throughout the Old Testament, this refrain is always associated with the establishment of God’s 

temple in David’s Royal City. In the imagination of any Israelite, this refrain would signal a confident 

anticipation of the David covenant fulfilled—the rule of God’s Anointed in union with the rule of 

Yahweh.

2. Psalm 110 is one of the most quoted psalms in the New Testament, because it is a very important 

prophetic psalm about the promised fulfillment of God’s covenant with David.

3. And yet, God’s promise has not yet fully come to pass. Purification for sins is finished. Jesus is now 

seated at Yahweh’s right hand, and he intercedes for his people as the great High Priest (Heb 6:12), 

but the victory promised in Movement V is still future even for us.



THOUGHTS OR 
REFLECTIONS
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