
2 Kings 14-15 – Thursday, April 28th, 2016 
2 Kings 14 (NKJV) 1 In the second year of Joash the son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel, Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, 
became king. 2 He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His 
mother’s name was Jehoaddan of Jerusalem. 3 And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD, yet not like his father David; 
he did everything as his father Joash had done. 4 However the high places were not taken away, and the people still sacrificed 
and burned incense on the high places. 
- Here the narrative starts off with the all too familiar account concerning a King who did what was right in the sight of the Lord.  
- Namely, that of the “however,” being associated with his reign, such that he too did not take away the high places in Israel. 
- Once again we have a good king who starts off well but in the end doesn‘t finish well as is the case with 8 of the 9 good kings. 
 

One commentator of this wrote, “He made a good beginning in thus adhering closely to the law. Happy would it have been for 
him and for his kingdom had he continued as he began.”  
 

G. Campbell Morgan echoes this writing, “The constantly repeated story of limitation in loyalty is told again.”   
 

5 Now it happened, as soon as the kingdom was established in his hand, that he executed his servants who had murdered his 
father the king. 6 But the children of the murderers he did not execute, according to what is written in the Book of the Law of 
Moses, in which the LORD commanded, saying, “Fathers shall not be put to death for their children, nor shall children be put to 
death for their fathers; but a person shall be put to death for his own sin.”  
- Here we’re told Amaziah executed those who had assassinated his father as king, which was according to the Law of Moses. 
- Specifically in Deuteronomy 24:16, where fathers are not to be put to death for their sons, nor sons put to death for their father. 
- This brings up the matter of yet another false teaching, which is known as “generational curses,” for the sins of ones fathers. 
 

7 He killed ten thousand Edomites in the Valley of Salt, and took Sela by war, and called its name Joktheel to this day.  
- This military victory will prove to be a liability for Amaziah, in the sense that he will become puffed up on the heels of success. 
- It’s interesting to note that some believe this took place in the ancient rock city of Petra, which is today in modern day Jordan. 
- Be that as it may, this is what one has called a “successful failure,” because of what Amaziah does after this military success. 
 

2 Chronicles 25:14 (NKJV) — 14 Now it was so, after Amaziah came from the slaughter of the Edomites, that he brought the 
gods of the people of Seir, set them up to be his gods, and bowed down before them and burned incense to them. 
  

8 Then Amaziah sent messengers to Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying, “Come, let us face 
one another in battle.” 9 And Jehoash king of Israel sent to Amaziah king of Judah, saying, “The thistle that was in Lebanon sent 
to the cedar that was in Lebanon, saying, ‘Give your daughter to my son as wife’; and a wild beast that was in Lebanon passed 
by and trampled the thistle. 10 You have indeed defeated Edom, and your heart has lifted you up. Glory in that, and stay at 
home; for why should you meddle with trouble so that you fall—you and Judah with you?” 11 But Amaziah would not heed. 
Therefore Jehoash king of Israel went out; so he and Amaziah king of Judah faced one another at Beth Shemesh, which belongs 
to Judah. 12 And Judah was defeated by Israel, and every man fled to his tent.  
- While 2 Chronicles 25 provides us with more detail concerning this account, it’s important to note that his pride led to his defeat. 
- This is textbook when it comes to success in that it blinds us and disables us, which in turn leads to a false sense of invincibility. 
- Amaziah teaches us the danger of becoming arrogant and meddling to our own downfall, which is exactly what happens next. 
  

13 Then Jehoash king of Israel captured Amaziah king of Judah, the son of Jehoash, the son of Ahaziah, at Beth Shemesh; and 
he went to Jerusalem, and broke down the wall of Jerusalem from the Gate of Ephraim to the Corner Gate—four hundred cubits. 
14 And he took all the gold and silver, all the articles that were found in the house of the LORD and in the treasuries of the king’s 
house, and hostages, and returned to Samaria. 15 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoash which he did—his might, and how he 
fought with Amaziah king of Judah—are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 16 So Jehoash 
rested with his fathers, and was buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel. Then Jeroboam his son reigned in his place. 17 
Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, lived fifteen years after the death of Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel. 18 
Now the rest of the acts of Amaziah, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 19 And they formed 
a conspiracy against him in Jerusalem, and he fled to Lachish; but they sent after him to Lachish and killed him there. 20 Then 
they brought him on horses, and he was buried at Jerusalem with his fathers in the City of David. 21 And all the people of Judah 
took Azariah, who was sixteen years old, and made him king instead of his father Amaziah. 22 He built Elath and restored it to 
Judah, after the king rested with his fathers. 23 In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, Jeroboam the 
son of Joash, king of Israel, became king in Samaria, and reigned forty-one years. 24 And he did evil in the sight of the LORD; 
he did not depart from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin. 25 He restored the territory of Israel 
from the entrance of Hamath to the Sea of the Arabah, according to the word of the LORD God of Israel, which He had spoken 
through His servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet who was from Gath Hepher. 26 For the LORD saw that the affliction of 
Israel was very bitter; and whether bond or free, there was no helper for Israel. 27 And the LORD did not say that He would blot 



out the name of Israel from under heaven; but He saved them by the hand of Jeroboam the son of Joash. 28 Now the rest of the 
acts of Jeroboam, and all that he did—his might, how he made war, and how he recaptured for Israel, from Damascus and 
Hamath, what had belonged to Judah—are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 29 So Jeroboam 
rested with his fathers, the kings of Israel. Then Zechariah his son reigned in his place. 
- Here we’re told that God in His mercy shows unspeakable kindness to Israel in spite of their disobedience under an evil king. 
- That’s not to say that God turns a blind eye to the evil, rather, it speaks to the goodness and kindness of God in His mercy. 
- In other words, it’s not about how bad they were; it’s about how good God was, and always is, in spite of how evil one may be. 
 

G. Campbell Morgan of this writes, “It seems to suggest amazement in his mind as he contemplated the patience of Jehovah 
with the sinning nation.”   
  

2 Kings 15 (NKJV) — 1 In the twenty-seventh year of Jeroboam king of Israel, Azariah the son of Amaziah, king of Judah, 
became king. 2 He was sixteen years old when he became king, and he reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name 
was Jecholiah of Jerusalem. 3 And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father Amaziah had 
done, 4 except that the high places were not removed; the people still sacrificed and burned incense on the high places. 5 Then 
the LORD struck the king, so that he was a leper until the day of his death; so he dwelt in an isolated house. And Jotham the 
king’s son was over the royal house, judging the people of the land. 6 Now the rest of the acts of Azariah, and all that he did, are 
they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 7 So Azariah rested with his fathers, and they buried him with 
his fathers in the City of David. Then Jotham his son reigned in his place.  
- It’s important to note that Azariah is also known as Uzziah, which is the name that is referenced in the book of Isaiah chapter 6. 
- The reason I point this out is that Uzziah is one of the nine kings who did right in the sight of the Lord but in the end had sinned. 
- This because, of his sin of self-promotion, such that, he became proud and arrogant as a king, in usurping the role of the priest. 
 

Isaiah 6:1 (NKJV) — 1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His 
robe filled the temple. 
 

One commentator of this noted, …when Isaiah wrote that he was called in the year King Uzziah died, he said a lot. It is to say, 
“In the year a great and wise king died.” But it is also to say, “In the year a great and wise king who had a tragic end died.” Isaiah 
had great reason to be discouraged and disillusioned at the death of King Uzziah, because a great king had passed away, and 
because his life ended tragically. Yet despite it all, he saw the enthroned LORD God who was greater than any earthly king. 
  

8 In the thirty-eighth year of Azariah king of Judah, Zechariah the son of Jeroboam reigned over Israel in Samaria six months. 9 
And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, as his fathers had done; he did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
who had made Israel sin. 10 Then Shallum the son of Jabesh conspired against him, and struck and killed him in front of the 
people; and he reigned in his place. 11 Now the rest of the acts of Zechariah, indeed they are written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Israel. 12 This was the word of the LORD which He spoke to Jehu, saying, “Your sons shall sit on the 
throne of Israel to the fourth generation.” And so it was. 13 Shallum the son of Jabesh became king in the thirty-ninth year of 
Uzziah king of Judah; and he reigned a full month in Samaria. 14 For Menahem the son of Gadi went up from Tirzah, came to 
Samaria, and struck Shallum the son of Jabesh in Samaria and killed him; and he reigned in his place. 15 Now the rest of the 
acts of Shallum, and the conspiracy which he led, indeed they are written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel. 16 
Then from Tirzah, Menahem attacked Tiphsah, all who were there, and its territory. Because they did not surrender, therefore he 
attacked it. All the women there who were with child he ripped open. 17 In the thirty-ninth year of Azariah king of Judah, 
Menahem the son of Gadi became king over Israel, and reigned ten years in Samaria. 18 And he did evil in the sight of the 
LORD; he did not depart all his days from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin. 19 Pul king of 
Assyria came against the land; and Menahem gave Pul a thousand talents of silver, that his hand might be with him to 
strengthen the kingdom under his control. 20 And Menahem exacted the money from Israel, from all the very wealthy, from each 
man fifty shekels of silver, to give to the king of Assyria. So the king of Assyria turned back, and did not stay there in the land. 21 
Now the rest of the acts of Menahem, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 
22 So Menahem rested with his fathers. Then Pekahiah his son reigned in his place. 23 In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of 
Judah, Pekahiah the son of Menahem became king over Israel in Samaria, and reigned two years. 24 And he did evil in the sight 
of the LORD; he did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin. 25 Then Pekah the son of 
Remaliah, an officer of his, conspired against him and killed him in Samaria, in the citadel of the king’s house, along with Argob 
and Arieh; and with him were fifty men of Gilead. He killed him and reigned in his place. 26 Now the rest of the acts of Pekahiah, 
and all that he did, indeed they are written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel. 27 In the fifty-second year of 
Azariah king of Judah, Pekah the son of Remaliah became king over Israel in Samaria, and reigned twenty years. 28 And he did 
evil in the sight of the LORD; he did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin. 29 In the 
days of Pekah king of Israel, Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria came and took Ijon, Abel Beth Maachah, Janoah, Kedesh, Hazor, 
Gilead, and Galilee, all the land of Naphtali; and he carried them captive to Assyria. 30 Then Hoshea the son of Elah led a 



conspiracy against Pekah the son of Remaliah, and struck and killed him; so he reigned in his place in the twentieth year of 
Jotham the son of Uzziah. 31 Now the rest of the acts of Pekah, and all that he did, indeed they are written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Israel. 
- Sadly, we have here a grievous accounting and record of the kings who reigned and continued to do evil in the site of the Lord.  
- This is a grievous period in Israel’s history, yet God deemed it necessary that we have this account recorded in the scriptures. 
- I would suggest that it’s not to show us how bad they were, rather, it’s to show us how good God is in spite of how bad it was. 
   

One commentator noted that, “Within the next forty-three years half a dozen ‘pseudo-kings’ would reign in rapid succession, on 
murderer replacing another on the throne, as the nation tottered on the brink of anarchy.” 
 

G. Campbell Morgan - “Israel was now practically under a military despotism, downtrodden and oppressed, and yet sinning still 
with a high hand against God.”   
  

F.B. Meyer of this writes, “This chapter anticipates the final overthrow of this kingdom of the tribes. It describes the corruption 
and disorganization that made them the easy prey of Assyria.”   
  

32 In the second year of Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, Jotham the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, began to reign. 33 
He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jerusha 
the daughter of Zadok. 34 And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD; he did according to all that his father Uzziah had 
done. 35 However the high places were not removed; the people still sacrificed and burned incense on the high places. He built 
the Upper Gate of the house of the LORD. 36 Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and all that he did, are they not written in the 
book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 37 In those days the LORD began to send Rezin king of Syria and Pekah the son 
of Remaliah against Judah. 38 So Jotham rested with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the City of David his father. 
Then Ahaz his son reigned in his place. 
- The chapter ends with the only one of nine kings who actually finished well such that, there is nothing recorded of him sinning. 
- 2 Chronicles provides us with more detail concerning this good king, where we’re told he prepared his ways before the Lord. 
- Perhaps better said, he walked close with the Lord, in the ways of the Lord, and as such, he would never depart from the Lord. 
 

Of this one commentator wrote, “Jotham is the only one of all the Hebrew kings, from Saul down, against whom God has nothing 
to record. In this his character is in beautiful accord with his name, Jehovah-perfect.”   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


