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KAPONO: Lord, as we just sung, Lord, may Your grace be enough in our lives, Lord.  We thank 

You for this time that we can gather as a family of believers, Lord in this place that You have 

provided us with Lord.  Would You speak to our hearts and speak to our minds, Lord.   

We thank You for Your powerful word.  It gives us encouragement and correction in teaching 

and loving, Lord.  So again, bless this time.  May You be glorified in all that is said and done.  

In the mighty name of Jesus, we say, amen.   

PASTOR JD:  Amen.  Good morning.  Welcome.  You can be seated.  Glad you're here.  Want 

to welcome you.  Want to welcome those of you that are joining us online as well.  We're so 

glad that you are.  We're in for a treat this morning.  Before we get started, at this time, 

we're going to have Steve and his wife and daughter – I did pretty good First Service, I 

thought.  Mikaella.  Let me try it again.  (Chuckling) Mikaella.  That's good, right? 

STEVE: Yeah!   

PASTOR JD:  See.  Anyway, so Steve is a missionary in the Philippines, and we have recently 

joined hands with him in support of him.  And I asked him to share with us this morning for a 

few minutes about what God’s doing in the Philippines. 

STEVE: Thank you, JD.  Well, good morning.  Magandang umaga, as they say in the 

Philippines.  Aloha, and thank you for the honor and privilege to share with you today what 

the Lord has been doing in the Philippines.  The slides behind me will give you a visual of 

how God is moving there.   

And thank the Lord for answered prayer as the body of Christ here has blessed us by 

becoming a partner in the mission in the Philippines.  God is truly amazing.  My name is 

Steve White, and this is my beautiful wife, Herlyn, and our charming daughter, Mikaella.   

We are missionaries down there in the Philippines on the island of Boracay and Panay.  And 

we oversee a ministry that currently touches nearly 900 people on those two islands.  I'm a 

former businessman and a Kaneohe resident.  I previously sat on the board of directors at 

North Shore Christian Fellowship out there in Haleiwa.   

That was until God called me on a journey.  And what a journey it has been.  In 2017, I went 

on a short-term mission trip to the Philippines, as a widower.  At the time I had what I 
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considered my dream job.  I worked from home.  My boss was six time zones away.  I had 

one customer in Hawaii and one in Alaska.   

What could be better, right?  I was comfortable.  I was stockpiling my 401(K).  I was planning 

for a comfortable retirement.  Then, "but God," right?  During that mission trip, my life's 

plans began to abruptly change.   

Proverbs 16:9 says, “A man's heart plans his way, but God directs his steps.”  I soon realized 

that I was going the wrong direction and the Lord was about to redirect.  While I was there, I 

experienced and learned of the trials and tribulations of an impoverished people, some who 

had been outcast from society and considered to be untouchable.   

The Lord immediately began working in my heart, and suddenly that comfortable lifestyle 

that I had back in Kaneohe became minimalized very quickly.  And then the Lord impressed 

upon my heart what He spoke to His disciples in Matthew 28:19-20, when He says, “Go [Go] 

therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 

of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things which I have 

commanded you.  And lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”   

Well, what I have learned in my short life is when God says "go," don't say "no.”   

And so in 2018, I quit my dream job, sold all my stuff, and answered the call to go, to step 

out in faith and to go share the gospel wherever the Lord would lead me.  And that just so 

happened to be with a group of teachers, students, and community on the islands of 

Boracay and Panay, right there in the Central Visayas of the Philippines.   

God had given me a whole new direction, a whole new plan.  So on the island of Boracay is 

the Jubilee Academy, a tuition-ran school which serves the workers of the island community.  

The unique thing about this school is that it's positioned right next to a Muslim village.  More 

than 25% of our students are Muslim children.  They participate in our chapel service and 

learn the word of God by memorizing Scripture.   

We share with them and their parents the love of Jesus.  On the other island of Panay is the 

MASA Ati school.  It's a school exclusively for the indigenous tribe of the Ati, otherwise 

known in the region as "The Untouchables.”   
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This is a community of people who have been shunned by society because of their dark skin, 

an unreached people group living in the shadows of society, tucked away in the foothills, 

many struggling for their next meal.   

We also oversee a seminary program for pastors and church leaders in the surrounding 

region.  We fly in professors from Manila each month who lecture for two-and-a-half days.  

In ten months, the attendees receive a certificate and four years the equivalency of a 

seminary degree.  We house them and we feed them.  They only pay their way for 

transportation to the island.   

And so as our Lord provides, He most certainly provides for the unexpected as well.  In 2019, 

He blessed me with Herlyn and Mikaella.  When I had first met Herlyn in 2017, she had been 

leading the feeding programs on Boracay for the previous four years.  I got to witness how 

she loved on the children.  She would lead the kids in praise, worship, and prayer.  And she 

would teach them Bible stories.  She would love on the children whose parents were absent 

and were neglected, living in the shadows with other relatives.   

The love that she shared with those kids became powerfully contagious.  And on August 

31st, 2019, we became a family.   

[ Applause ] 

And as an added blessing to that, like that wasn't enough, it was the first time in my life that 

I got to be called dad.   

So today, the ministry continues to grow throughout the community.  The latest ministry 

being for the Ati college students.  We encouraged them the promise of God, saying, that 

He's going to give them a future and a hope to break the bondage of poverty and to find 

freedom from being an outcast in the community that they live in.  To know that they have a 

Father who is the great "I Am.”   

God is always looking to bless and provide in ways we could never imagine.  But that 

requires action from us.  We have to rise up and we have to answer His call to step out and 

go in faith.   
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Now, that doesn't always need to be to the ends of the earth.  There's a mission field right 

here in your own backyard.  You can go to your coworkers, go to the community that you 

live in, go to the school board.  Go and be the light of the world as Jesus has commanded us.   

So remember, when God says, "go," don't say, "no.”  His plans are much greater than ours.  

So God bless you all and thank you for being such an amazing part of what the Lord is doing 

in the Philippines.  (Speaking in Filipino) To God be the glory.   

[ Applause ] 

PASTOR JD:  So I’m going to have Pastor Mac and Pastor Leitu come up.  We're going to lay 

hands on them and pray for them.  If you would, please join with me.  Father in heaven, 

thank You, thank You, thank You so, so much, Lord.   

Thank You for Steve and his family and their mission, their call.  Oh, God, You are doing a 

great work, as we have just sung.  And it is an awesome work because You are an awesome 

God.  Lord, I pray as they head back on Tuesday, that You would go before them.  We know 

that You are for them.  You always provide.   

Lord, I just pray that You will protect them, guide them, provide for them.  And for us, Lord, 

here being a part, what a privilege, it is ours and an honor for us to be able to be a part of 

this.  So as You put them on our hearts, Lord, I pray that we would pray, pray for them and 

what You're doing there in the Philippines.  And we pray for the Philippines.  Oh, Lord, You 

love the Philippines.  It's obvious.   

So, Lord, we know that the harvest is ready; the laborers are few.  So I thank You for these 

faithful laborers who have answered the call.  Lord, thank You for them.  We pray Your 

blessing on them, in Jesus’ name, amen.  Thank you. 

STEVE: God bless you, JD.   

[ Applause ] 

PASTOR JD:  Thank you so much.  (Inaudible talking) Oh Man!  What a blessing, huh?  I 

thought that would encourage and bless you as it did me.  Please do pray for them as the 

Lord puts it on your heart.  They're in the front lines, yeah?  All right.  2 Peter Chapter 3:3-4 

today is our text.  Just two verses again.  You'll see why.   
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So I'll ask you to stand if you're able.  If not, where you're seated is fine.  You can follow 

along as I read.  The Apostle Peter is continuing now in this, the last chapter of his final 

letter.  And I guess maybe this is as good of a time as any to confess.   

I have a confession to make.   

Really?  Oh, what’s the pastor going to confess?   

Yeah.  Wow.  I'm going to confess to you that I have been looking forward to these two 

verses for quite some time now.  Are you let down?  Well, you'll see why.   

So the Apostle Peter, verse 3, by the Holy Spirit says, “First of all, you must understand that 

in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires.  They will 

say, “Where is this ‘coming’ He promised?  Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on 

as it has since the beginning of creation.”   

And they say it just like that, too.  Hey, let's pray.  We really need to pray, actually.   

Father in heaven, thank You.  Lord, thank You for this passage that we have before us this 

morning.  We need, though, for You to settle our hearts and quiet our minds.  Our minds are 

always so busy and distracted.  Because we want to give You our undivided attention, 

especially on this matter.   

Because it obviously rises to the level of being important enough for Peter, in his parting 

words, to talk about it.  So we need to talk about it.   

So, Lord, as we do, would You, by the Holy Spirit, as only You can, be our teacher?  And as 

our teacher, Lord, I pray that we're teachable.  That we would not just be hearers of Your 

word merely but doers of Your word, that we would take heed to Your word.  Lord, we ask 

You for this in Jesus’ name.  Amen and amen.   

You can be seated.  Thank you.   

So guess what we're talking about today?  So I chose this title for a reason.  I'm not trying to 

be, you know, snarky.  First of all, I don't have to try.  It comes very easily.  Thank you very 

much.   
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But the reason I chose this title is because it seems that in the last days, according to this 

prophecy from Peter, that there are those who are saying that, no, the Lord’s not coming.  

And not only do they say the Lord's not coming, they mock those who still [Keyword] believe 

that He is.  And we're going to see this come leaping off the pages of our Bible today, I pray, 

because of all things, it's this.   

And the enemy does this.   

Why?   

Because he knows this is our only hope.  And if he can get the Christian on this, he's got 

them because he wants to steal your hope.  Jesus said, “The enemy comes to steal, kill, and 

destroy.”   

What does he want to steal and kill and destroy?   

He wants to steal your joy, he wants to kill your hope, and he wants to destroy you.  Once he 

gets us in that hopeless state, he's got us.  And that's why this rises to the level of Peter, by 

the Holy Spirit, taking and tackling this tough topic head on.  And I'm so glad he does.   

I mean, this is again, one of the reasons why I've been so looking forward to this.  If for no 

other reason other than this: If you're anything like me and I suspect that you are, you've 

had your fair share of these mockers mocking you.  And it gets so bad sometimes, and I wish 

it weren't so.  And I'm just as guilty of it as anyone else, I suppose.   

But they're so ridiculing of us, we kind of tone it down, especially when we're around them.  

Because they mock us.  They laugh at us and they ridicule us.  And here we are, longing for, 

looking to, watching for the Lord's return at any time.   

I've made this comment before, I suppose maybe in some ways it's apropos to share it again.  

And this is not hyperbole.  I mean, this literally.  If it were not for the sound doctrine of the 

pre-tribulation rapture and the imminent return of Jesus Christ, I would lose my mind.  If you 

take that hope from me, it's game-over for me.   

This is the only thing that gets me out of bed in the morning, knowing, hoping, oh!  

Remember now, that’s because we're local – oh!  It could be today!   
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And then it's the only thing that helps me when I put my head on the pillow at night 

knowing, maybe tomorrow.  Maybe tonight!  I mean, He's going to come as a thief in the 

night.  So yeah, how about tonight?  This would be a good time.   

We actually talked about that in the Update.  So wouldn't it stand to reason that of all the 

things that the enemy would want to steal from you, it would be this?  Would you agree that 

he's been met with a measure of success in these last days, exactly as Peter has prophesied 

here?   

You know, it's kind of interesting because every time I talk about the Pre-Trib rapture, I get 

inundated from all over.  I realize many of them are trolls online.  Many are not.  I presume 

that some are actually brothers and sisters in Christ.  And I mean, it is so vicious and so 

vitriolic and I'll even add vile.   

And it's almost like, so I can't talk about the rapture?  No, there's not going to be a rapture!  

My Bible says there is.  Well, you better buck up and hunker down, because we're going to 

go through the tribulation.  That's not what my Bible says.   

I think about 1 Thessalonians 4, where the Apostle Paul, in teaching this young church filled 

with new believers, Bible prophecy, specifically the pre-tribulation rapture, teaches them, 

writes to them that when that trumpet sounds, the dead in Christ are going to rise first, and 

we who are alive and remain are going to be caught up, harpazo the Greek, rapturous in the 

Latin, raptured up to meet the Lord in the air.  And at the end of that he says this, 

“Therefore encourage one another with these words” as you are even now doing.   

Now, stay with me.  If the rapture was not before the 7-year tribulation, that would be cruel.  

Okay, the rapture is going to be after you're beheaded.  You know, a third of the population 

is going to die and, you know, be encouraged and encourage one another with...   

Really?  You just scared the living daylights out of me.   

Well, wait a minute.  What about what Jesus said to the Church of Philadelphia in Revelation 

Chapter 3?  He says, “Because you have kept My word and not denied My name, as others 

have, I'm going to keep you from the hour of tribulation that is coming upon the whole 

world.”   
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That's the 7-year tribulation.  Just hold on.  Behold, I am coming quickly.  Just hang on.  I 

know you're barely hanging on.  I know you have little strength.  But just hang in there.  

Man, I'm coming.  I'm going to take you out of this lost and dying, evil world.  And I'm going 

to catch you up to be with Me.  Just hang on.   

All right!  I'm hanging on.  How much longer?   

So again, the reason I chose the title – we're still in the introduction.  We'll get there.  But 

the reason I chose this title is because despite what people are saying – and what people are 

saying is what Peter is saying people will be saying.   

Did that come out right?  I sure hope so.   

Despite what people are saying about our blessed hope, our only hope.  Guess what?  It's 

still happening.  So there.  Let’s close in prayer, right there.  No!  And the mocking ensues.  

And the scoffing and the ridiculing.   

What I'd like to do, if you'll kindly allow me to, is address why they mock, of course, what 

they mock and how they mock the Lord's return in the rapture of the church.  Let's start with 

why, verse 3, why they scoff and ridicule exposes them for who they are and what they do or 

want to do.   

Notice he says they do this because they want to continue following their own evil desires.  

Now Peter's going to expound on this in the following verses in the remainder of the 

chapter.  But what he writes here in verse 3 sums it up perfectly.  It makes sense now, 

doesn't it?  Watch this.   

If you remove the return of Jesus Christ, then so too do you remove judgment.  In other 

words, I don't have to stand before the Lord if He's not returning.  I won't be judged by the 

Lord if He's not returning.   

So in order for me to continue living this lifestyle, this sinful life, and in order for me to 

continue to have license, a permit, if you will, to live this way, I got to get rid of the Lord's 

return because if I get rid of the Lords return, then I get rid of the Lords judgment.   
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And that's why.  That's why they ridicule.  So don't take it personally, by the way.  That's 

easier said than done, isn't it?  When somebody mocks you and ridicules you and laughs at 

you: You still believe in that?   

And then here's how we are, these great men and women of faith.  We're like, (Cowering) 

Yeah.  I mean, I don't know.   

I mean, is that bad?  Yeah, I mean, who does that?  Well, I used to.  You see what's 

happened?  This is the insidious, subtle, s-satanic – I'd just get one in there.  This is his tactic.  

Because again, if he knows he can get us on this, he's got us.   

Because if the Lord’s not coming soon, then, wow!  I mean, “the joy of the Lord.”  (Said 

unenthusiastically)  

Where's my hope?  In what will or in whom will I place my hope if it's not in Jesus and His 

soon returned for me?  So now all of a sudden, it's like, forbidden.  Because I'm being 

mocked, I’m being – think of it like this: When you're a kid in school.  How did you like to be 

bullied and ridiculed and teased and mocked?   

It's like that only worse because now you're an adult, or at least you're supposed to be.  And 

you're, as an adult, you're getting – it's the same dynamic as when you're a child.   

Just picture the scene with me.  There you are.  You're in the classroom, and all of your 

classmates are ridiculing you for what you say, do, wear.  You fill in the blank.   

So what happens to you?  Now you're pressured; they call it peer pressure.  You're pressured 

to conform so you fit in and are accepted because you don't want to be the only one to 

stand alone.   

It is the most terrifying thing, especially for a child and especially for a child of God.   

I will readily admit as a pastor that there have been many times, especially in the last three 

years, three years, not two, where I've just thought, man, I am going to get it.  This is not 

what everyone else is talking about, and I'm just going to be mocked and ridiculed.   

This is a true story.  A pastor said of me, quote, “His cheese gone slid off his cracker.”   

Ouch!  Really?  That really hurts.   
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No, don’t take it personally.   

Why would you say that to me?  Why would you say that about me?   

Here I am.  And I mean, I am like Paul writing to Timothy.  I am longing for His return.  And 

here's Paul at the end of his life saying: I know that what awaits me is – I fought the good 

fight, I finished the race, I finished well.   

And now it's time for me to leave this earthly tent.  And he knew it and he was – his days 

were numbered.  Any time now he was going to leave.   

And this is his parting words to Timothy.  He says, “I know what awaits me, a crown of 

righteousness.  And not just me, by the way, but all of those who long [Long] for His 

appearing! “  

No, not coming.  There's a delineation, and you'll see it throughout Scripture.  It's His coming 

and His appearing.   

Look, if that's the same thing, then that's redundant.  No, there's a distinction between the 

Second Coming and His appearing.   

At the rapture He doesn't come, He appears and catches us up.  It's been said that when the 

rapture happens, Jesus comes for us.  And when the Second Coming happens, at the end of 

the seven years, Jesus comes with us as His bride by His side, ten thousands by His side.   

So you're telling me that this is kind of, you'll forgive the phrase, not kosher?   

It's not – this is not – you know, you're going outside the box.  Why don't you tone it down?   

Tone it down?  I'm going to be caught up.  Why would I tone it down?  I want to scream this 

from the rooftop, and I basically do that every week.  And I spit on everybody in the front 

row, too.   

I mean if this is true, right?  Think about it, right?  If this is true, and it is, wouldn't we want 

to?  I mean, you couldn't contain me.  You shouldn't be able to contain me.  And don't cower 

and falter and shrink back because they do this.  Because that's exactly what the enemy 

wants.   
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You know, some of us, and you know who you are, you don't have to – I'll try not to look at 

anybody when I say this, but, you know, it strengthens in a sanctified way your resolve.   

And it's kind of like: Oh yeah?  You're going to try to squelch my zeal and my passion and my 

excitement for the Lord?  I'm going to double-down.  How about that?   

That's what I mean by sanctified.  I'm trying not to look at anybody when I say it.  But you 

know what I'm talking about, right?   

The very reason that you're doing this is the very reason that I need to, instead of shrinking 

back, back, I need to double-down.  No, He's still coming.   

And by the way, sir, ma'am, – be respectful.  I mean, you can have a little bit of an edge on it 

when you do.  But just when they say, “Where's the promise of His coming?”  I've been 

hearing about that all my life.  My great, great, great, great, great, great, great, great, great, 

great, great, great, great-grandfather's dog thought it was in his lifetime.  He's not coming.   

I used to be kind of militant.  Some of you are saying, used to be?  Okay, maybe I still am, 

again, in a sanctified way.  But the next time they say that, open up 2 Peter, Chapter 3.   

Wait, say that again.  Bring it.  What'd you say?  Ah, that's what God's word says you would 

say.  So actually keep saying it.  Because if you keep saying that about the Lord's return, that 

means that we're closer to the Lord's return.  So come on, let's do this.   

Is that weird?  That's what Peter is saying.  And we miss it oftentimes, don't we?   

Right out of the chute, he says, “you must remember.”   

Keyword.  Did you forget?   

“That in the last days... “  

Are we in the last days?   

You better believe we're the last days; were in the last hour.  He said this is what they will 

say.   

Okay.  Let's see if we can connect a couple of dots here.  Okay, so someone says that – not 

just someone, everyone says that.  The last days, they'll be saying this.  We must be in the 

last days because they're saying this.  Is that too elementary?  But that's why.   
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Because they don't want to stand before the very God that they have removed.  And again, 

Peter is going to expound on this, but this just hits the proverbial nail on the head as to the 

reason why.   

They want to continue living these sinful lives and following their evil desires.  But they've 

got a problem because Jesus is coming back.  And if Jesus is coming back, then I'm going to 

stand and give an account.  So that's the problem.   

So what are we going to do?  Well, we got to get rid of His coming back.  That's why.  Makes 

sense?   

All right, let's talk about “what.”   

Well on this, would seem to be a firm grasp of the obvious.  But not so fast.  Of all the things 

that Satan will key in on, zero in on, and mock, it's this?  What does that tell you?  I mean, 

isn't there quite a long list of things that we can be mocked for?  Why specifically the Lord's 

return?   

Oh.  I'm going to take it a step further if you don't mind.  But as we get closer to the pre-

tribulation rapture, the attacks on the pre-tribulation rapture have escalated off the charts.  

There's a reason.  You know what that reason is?   

Have you noticed that there's no attack on mid-trib?  No, right?  How about post-trib?   

For the life of me – I'm going to attack it right now.  That is to me – post, after the 7-year 

tribulation is the rapture?  Wow!  It's going to be like a bungee cord jump.  You know, we're 

raptured up, but then it’s the Coming, and we come back down.  Anyway, I don't mean to be 

mean, but that is just ludicrous, man.   

But why?  Why does – why is everyone always picking on me and my pre-trib rapture?  

Because it's pre-trib.  No, stay with me.   

What they ridicule is the very thing that authenticates and validates that which they ridicule.  

This is a textbook case of the counterfeit actually authenticating the genuine by virtue of the 

fact that one only mocks the truth.   
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Let me see if I can by way of an example and comparison.  Why is it only the name of Jesus 

that people take and curse?  When was the last time you ever heard anyone say, “Oh, 

Buddha!”   

I know that's silly, but you got the point, right?  No, they're not going to do that with Buddha 

because Buddha is not God.  Jesus is.   

You know, I have a – God has done a profound work in my heart towards Muslims over the 

years.  Being from the Middle East, you know, Steve, and that was one of the most moving 

things for me was when we talked and you showed me the location of the school right there 

next to a mosque.  Oh, praise the Lord.  Thank You, Jesus.   

But nobody will ever dare to speak ill of Muhammad.  Am I right?   

Why?   

Because Muhammad is a false prophet and Allah a false god.  And by the way, Allah is not 

the title of god.  It's the name of their false god.  So when you say “Allah,” you're not saying 

“God,” you're saying the name of their god, and Allah is not the same as Jehovah, Jehovah 

God.   

So again, back to the comparison.  So isn't it true then that when somebody takes the name 

of yours and my Jesus in vain like that, what are they saying?  He's the truth.  Jesus said, “I 

am the way, not a way, the truth and the life.  And no one comes to the Father except 

through Me.”  That's why.   

See, I'm not going to bother attacking a false god.  I’m not going to – It would be akin to a 

counterfeiter counterfeiting a $70 bill.  I hope you got that.  Because again, that's as good as 

it gets.  That’s all I got.   

Why do they only counterfeit $100 bill?  Because the hundred-dollar bill is genuine.  Does 

not then the counterfeit authenticate and validate the genuine?  So then it makes sense, 

again, that of all things they would mock this.   

And that should encourage every single one of us.  Thank you mocker, scoffer, ridiculer.  

That's a word.  We just made it up.  I'll let you fill in the blanks with whatever words.  Be 

nice, now, don't use bad words.   
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But no, actually, because every time you do that, you're validating and verifying and 

authenticating that my Jesus and His return is the truth, period.  And that's what of all 

things, the attack is against.   

And when I say, “all things,” I mean it's quite a long list again.  You can go down that list if 

you want.  But this is the one thing?   

Well, I think that's very telling.  Well, I want to spend the remainder of our time on this third 

one in the second part of verse 4, and it’s the “How,” how they mock us.   

So we know why.  We know what.  But when it comes to how, Ohh!  How do they mock the 

rapture and the Second Coming?   

By the way, you don't have a Second Coming without the rapture.  You don't have the 

rapture without the Second Coming.   

Are we good with that?  Okay. 

So here's how they do it.  They say it won't happen because it hasn't happened.   

Did you catch that?   

Now, at first, you're like, well, it's still going to happen.   

No, but it hasn't happened, so it's not going to happen.   

Okay, what universe is that logical?  Does that make any sense at all?  So let me see if I got 

this straight, Mr. Mocker, Mrs. Scoffer.  We're going to personify them now, I guess.   

Let me see if I've got this straight.  You're telling me that just because what God in His words 

said would happen now won't happen because heretofore it hasn't happened?   

Did you follow that?  Because if you're saying that, and they are, then it sounds to me like 

what is happening or is not happening supersedes the word of God.  Because this is the final 

word.  If God said it, that settles it.   

This is why it is, and I talked a little bit about this in the Update today, and please hear me on 

this.  We live in a day that is most unforgiving of not knowing the word of God and the God 

of the word.   
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So here comes someone like this, I guess Mr. Mocker and Mrs. Scoffer and we’re just – 

you’re just like, oh, oh, He's not?   

Yeah, He hasn't come.  Where's this coming that He promised?  He hasn't – He's not coming.   

Oh, He's not?  Come on.  Oh, you think He's not coming because He hasn't come?  Oh, no.  

Here, sit down.  We need to talk.  No, He's coming.   

How do you know?   

Because He said so.  He promised.   

Isn't it interesting that Peter is careful by the Holy Spirit to use the word, ‘Where is this 

“promised” coming?’ Do you see how subtle that is?  It has at the core of it: God broke His 

promise.  Does that sound a little bit like the serpent in the garden?  “Hath God said?”   

See, if I don't know the word of God and the God of the word, I'm going to start questioning, 

doubting, and wavering back and forth, tossed to and fro, back and forth (Confused sounds).   

No.  If there was ever a time to be solid and sound in the word of God, that time is now 

because this is going to get worse, by the way.  This is going to get worse.   

I mean, it's bad enough now.  If you can imagine, it's going to get even worse.  And you had 

better, I had better be at the ready.  So when, not if, they come and say, “Hath God 

promised?  Hath God – Yeah, I know that's what the Bible says, but look around.  Everything 

goes on as it has.  There's been all – you guys have been saying this for how many years?   

Oh, but God [Promised] promised us He was going to come back.   

Where is the promise of His coming?   

And that's how they do it.  And I mean, I think if we're honest with ourselves, we would have 

to admit that this is the worst, for lack of a better way of saying it.  The enemy knows that.   

And this is what I mean by we had better be solid and firm and strong on the foundation of 

God's word, so when the mocking storms hit, and they will hit, we don't fall and crash.  

We're standing strong.   

Because again, if we're honest with ourselves, we would have to admit that they can get to 

us on this one.   
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How so?   

Well, there is some questioning now.   

Yeah, I wonder now.   

You start questioning and doubting.  And here's the biggie: Now you're a little bit confused.  

Who's the author of Confusion?   

[ Audience is making “S-s” sounds ]  

Yeah, great.  I got you guys doing this now.  What have I done to you?  I'm so sorry.   

But see, he's the author of confusion and the father of lies.  So if he can just plant one seed 

of doubt, and you start getting a little bit confused, it will germinate and sprout.  And the 

next thing you know, well, I'm not so sure now.   

And if you're in the “I'm not so sure now camp,” I say this in love, I feel very sorry for you.  

Why do I feel sorry for you?  I mean, it's a – there's a sanctified pity.  I actually feel sorry for 

you and I pity you.   

Because if you're not settled on this, there's maybe a question mark about this, and the 

enemy has succeeded in getting you to become almost sarcastic now.  

Oh, I don’t want to talk – Christians – Yeah, I don't want to talk about the rapture.  I got my 

hopes up, He didn't come in – What year was that?  1998.   

Some of you guys weren't.  Whatever.  Remember that?   

No, ‘88.  Pardon me.  ‘88.  ‘88 Reasons Jesus Is Coming Back In ‘88.’  And He didn't.   

So the guy that wrote that had to regroup.  So he came out with a new book.  You can still 

find the  

88 book, I think, pretty cheap.  So ‘89, ‘89 Reasons Jesus Is Coming Back In ‘89.’   

You see what's happened, right?  Whatever.  Yeah, right.  No, He's not.   

And then it doesn't help when a guy like Harold Camping - remember him?   

Oh, my goodness.  2012!  May, I think it was.  May 22nd, I think.  Am I right?  Does 

anybody...  You don't want to know.  You don't want to remember.   
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It's hard on guys like me; guys like that.  They make my job really difficult.  Because the first 

thing you should know, and this is what Peter is saying you must know, you should know by 

now that if anybody says it's on this date, they're wrong because no man knows the day or 

the hour.   

Oh you?  Wow!  You got the inside scoop on this?  This is that whole thing of, “God showed 

me.”  Wow!  I wish He would have showed me.  God told me, you know, reverb, King James.   

Don’t start doing that, too.   

No.  See, because once – the proverb says it like this, “Hope deferred makes the heart sick.”  

Don't you think the enemy knows that?   

So we get our hopes up.  It’s the blessed hope!  And then, oh, we want the Lord to come 

back and then (Sigh) He doesn't.   

There’s been a couple of times over the years where I've really gotten excited.  I mean, here 

we are in 2023.  I'm like, I think this is it.   

Anyway, I gotta be careful here.  You can just call me JD Camping if you want.   

But there's been a couple of times where I just thought, you know, you know, this could be 

it.  And I've really got my hopes up.  Nothing wrong with that.  Nothing wrong with that.   

You know, the people that are the most vicious when it comes to attacking the sound 

doctrine of the pre-trib rapture, you know what their argument is?  And Peter is hitting it 

head on here.  Their argument is when it doesn't happen.   

No, no.  It's still going to happen.   

No, but when it doesn't happen, everybody is going to be let down and they're going to fall 

away.  And that's the great falling away in 2 Thessalonians 2.  Oh, it is, is it?  Well, that's kind 

of ironic because in 2 Thessalonians 2:3 it's not the falling away, it's the catching away.  It's 

not a departure from the faith.  It's a departure from the Earth.   

I love it when God does that.   



2 Peter 3 
The Rapture Is Still Happening 

J.D. Farag  
 

Version Date: February 26, 2023 18 

They use that verse?  That's your go-to?  Oh, so now the rapture can't happen until there's 

first a falling away.  Oh, great!  We've got to wait.  And then, by the way, how are we going 

to gauge the falling away?   

There's always been people departing from the faith and falling away.   

That doesn't make any sense at all and it doesn't fit in the context.  The whole context of 

that letter is about the rapture.   

Again, let me just take it one step further They’ll attack the pre-trib rapture specifically 

because they want us in some way to start – it’s kind of like the kid in the classroom again.   

They've done these experiments.  You've probably seen it in a different context where they 

get all the students, the pupils to agree to raise their hand that two plus two equals five.   

And you're going, no it doesn't.  And so everyone's hand is raised, but yours.  And you're 

looking around.  And they're looking at you like, what's up?  You're holding out?  Yeah, 

because that's not true.  Two plus two –  

But they found that the pressure is so intense that the child will eventually just raise their 

hand.  That's what this is about.  That's what this is about.   

I'm not going to raise my hand.  I’m not going to raise my hand.   

Yeah, but, you know, Pastor JD, you’ve been talking about the rapture for years.   

I know.  It’s my favorite topic, by the way, in case you didn't know, and I'm going to keep 

talking about it.  There is coming a time when I won't (Chuckling) because it will have 

happened.   

One last thing and we're done.  And I appreciate your patience.   

Would you agree that when we have this to look forward to, it makes whatever we're going 

through easier to get through?  Can I flip it around?   

What if we didn't have this to look forward to?  What are you going through?  There goes my 

hope, not just my blessed hope.  And by the way, blessed hope, Titus 2:13 is not, Oh, I sure 

hope.   
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No.  It's more like this: The rapture is our only hope.  If we're still holding out hope for this 

world, how about this, this nation, then your hope isn't in the Lord.  Whoever puts his hope 

in the Lord will never be disappointed.   

Let’s flip it around.  Whoever puts their hope in anything or anyone but the Lord will 

absolutely be disappointed.   

See if I know I have this hope to hang on, to cling on to for dear life, eternal life, then it puts 

everything into perspective.  And I'll say it again.  We're living in a day and a time that if you 

don't have this hope, I honestly don't know how you do it.  I really don't.  And again, I'm not 

trying to be mean.  I mean this sincerely.  The Lord knows my heart.  But if you don't have 

this hope that the rapture can happen at any time, how do you do that?   

Because I don't know what I would do without that.  And please, please, please.  I know I 

said one last thing, but this is one last, last thing.   

Please, I beg you, please, I beseech you, stop putting anything or anyone in front of the 

rapture.  Because when you do that, you delay my Master's coming.  Don't do that.   

Oh, we’ve got to have revival first.  We talked about that in the Update.   

We do?  Uh oh.  Wow.  He's not coming back for a long time because I'm looking around and 

there ain't no revival.   

No, there's one in Kentucky.   

No.  First Service:  I'll leave it there.   

No, we got to take dominion over education and government and all of this first.   

We do?  Oh, no!  Shoot me now.  Put me out of my misery.  What am I going to do now?  

You mean He is - He is – it’s not that He's not going to come.  It’s that He's not going to come 

yet.   

Because you've just put something in front of the rapture of the church.  And in so doing, 

you have destroyed and dismantled the sound doctrine of imminence.   

What does imminence mean?   
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I love this word.  It's kind of like one of those words that sounds like what it is.  Imminent.  

Any minute.  Try that again.  Don't start doing this one to.  In a minute.  It’s imminent.  Any 

minute.  Okay.  I'll leave it at that.  Yeah.   

[ Applause ] 

Oh!  Again, Oh!  Now!  All right.   

Thank You, Lord.  I'm encouraged.  I'm strengthened.  I'm renewed in my hope because it 

could be any minute.  Any minute.   

Okay.  Kapono come on up any minute now.  Why don’t you to stand.  We’ll close in prayer 

and song.   

(Sigh)  

Oh, man.  Lord, you know that (Sigh) I could just keep going for hours on this.  And I think 

when I say this and pray this, I do so representing my brothers and sisters here.  We really do 

long for Your return.  And that's our hope, our only hope.  Because we're living in a world 

now that is hopeless.  This world is dying.  It's lost.   

But You, Lord, are coming to take us out of this world because we're in this world, but not of 

this world.  And Lord, we fallen out of love with this world and the things of this world and 

we renewed our love for You and Your soon return.   

You did not create us for time.  You created us for eternity.  And this world is not our home.  

We're just passing through.  We're here but for a short while.   

Our lives are like, James says, a vapor.  A mist, a mist.  Just nothing.  So short, and eternity is 

forever.   

So, Lord, I just pray that as only You can, by the Holy Spirit, that You'll just encourage the 

discouraged.  Renew hope in the hopeless and strengthen the weak.  I pray that we'll not 

leave here today the same way we came here today, knowing [Knowing] that You're coming.  

The rapture can happen at any time.   

Oh, Lord, come quickly, Lord Jesus.  Maranatha.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 


