
1 Chronicles 25-27 – Thursday, October 6th, 2016 
1 Chronicles 25:1–31 (NKJV) — 1 Moreover David and the captains of the army separated for the service some of the sons of 
Asaph, of Heman, and of Jeduthun, who should prophesy with harps, stringed instruments, and cymbals. And the number of the 
skilled men performing their service was:  
- Right out of the chute we have an interesting verse here where we’re told these worship leaders prophesied with instruments. 
- There are a couple of thoughts on this, one of which is that they may have had prophetic messages from God like the prophets. 
- Another thought is that they proclaimed God’s Word with a prophetic authority in and through their musical gifts and talents. 
 

G. Campbell Morgan of this musical prophesying wrote, “This work of praise is thrice described by a somewhat singular, and, in 
this connection, arresting word, ‘prophecy.’ The use of this word here is a revelation of the true value of the service of music in 
the sanctuary of God.”   
  

2 Of the sons of Asaph: Zaccur, Joseph, Nethaniah, and Asharelah; the sons of Asaph were under the direction of Asaph, who 
prophesied according to the order of the king. 3 Of Jeduthun, the sons of Jeduthun: Gedaliah, Zeri, Jeshaiah, Shimei, 
Hashabiah, and Mattithiah, six, under the direction of their father Jeduthun, who prophesied with a harp to give thanks and to 
praise the LORD. 4 Of Heman, the sons of Heman: Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel, Shebuel, Jerimoth, Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, 
Giddalti, Romamti-Ezer, Joshbekashah, Mallothi, Hothir, and Mahazioth. 5 All these were the sons of Heman the king’s seer in 
the words of God, to exalt his horn. For God gave Heman fourteen sons and three daughters. 6 All these were under the 
direction of their father for the music in the house of the LORD, with cymbals, stringed instruments, and harps, for the service of 
the house of God. Asaph, Jeduthun, and Heman were under the authority of the king.  
- Here we’re introduced to a Psalmist by the name of Asaph, who wrote a total of twelve Psalms, Psalm 50, and Psalm 73-83. 
- It’s interesting to note that Psalm 83 is a very well known Psalm in terms of it being a prophecy about the enemies of Israel. 
- More specifically, that of the surrounding countries conspiring together to wipe Israel off the map and remembered no more. 
 

Psalm 83:1–5 (NKJV) — 1 Do not keep silent, O God! Do not hold Your peace, And do not be still, O God! 2 For behold, Your 
enemies make a tumult; And those who hate You have lifted up their head. 3 They have taken crafty counsel against Your 
people, And consulted together against Your sheltered ones. 4 They have said, “Come, and let us cut them off from being a 
nation, That the name of Israel may be remembered no more.” 5 For they have consulted together with one consent; They form a 
confederacy against You: 
 

- There’s something else here I think is important to point out before we move on to verse seven and finish chapter twenty-five. 
- Notice in verse six where we’re told they were under the direction of their father and they were under the authority of the king. 
- The reason I point this out is because it speaks to a principle in leadership related to one being under the authority of another. 
 

- One of the things I’m learning in pastoral ministry is people will be submitted to my authority proportionate to my submission. 
- In other words, when people see that I’m submitted and even committed to the authority of Jesus Christ, they’ll submit in kind. 
- Conversely, if I as the pastor am not submitted to the Lord, then it’s very unlikely that those under me will be submitted to me. 
 

F.B. Meyer said it best this way, “But if you would rule well, you must obey. Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun, were under the king. 
The man who is himself under authority, can say, Go, come, do this or that, with the calm assurance of being obeyed.” 
 

Titus 3:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good work, 2 to 
speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all men. 
  

7 So the number of them, with their brethren who were instructed in the songs of the LORD, all who were skillful, was two 
hundred and eighty-eight. 8 And they cast lots for their duty, the small as well as the great, the teacher with the student. 9 Now 
the first lot for Asaph came out for Joseph; the second for Gedaliah, him with his brethren and sons, twelve; 10 the third for 
Zaccur, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 11 the fourth for Jizri, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 12 the fifth for Nethaniah, his 
sons and his brethren, twelve; 13 the sixth for Bukkiah, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 14 the seventh for Jesharelah, his sons 
and his brethren, twelve; 15 the eighth for Jeshaiah, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 16 the ninth for Mattaniah, his sons and 
his brethren, twelve; 17 the tenth for Shimei, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 18 the eleventh for Azarel, his sons and his 
brethren, twelve; 19 the twelfth for Hashabiah, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 20 the thirteenth for Shubael, his sons and his 
brethren, twelve; 21 the fourteenth for Mattithiah, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 22 the fifteenth for Jeremoth, his sons and 
his brethren, twelve; 23 the sixteenth for Hananiah, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 24 the seventeenth for Joshbekashah, his 
sons and his brethren, twelve; 25 the eighteenth for Hanani, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 26 the nineteenth for Mallothi, his 
sons and his brethren, twelve; 27 the twentieth for Eliathah, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 28 the twenty-first for Hothir, his 
sons and his brethren, twelve; 29 the twenty-second for Giddalti, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 30 the twenty-third for 
Mahazioth, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 31 the twenty-fourth for Romamti-Ezer, his sons and his brethren, twelve.  

- While I realize this may seem boring and mundane, there’s actually an important principle woven into all of this organization. 
- This is what I love about God’s Word, in that no matter where you are in God’s Word, it speaks to where you’re at in your life. 
- Now that we’re in our beautiful new church building, this speaks to right where we’re at in the sense of organizing the ministry. 
 



1 Chronicles 26 ---1 Concerning the divisions of the gatekeepers: of the Korahites, Meshelemiah the son of Kore, of the sons of 
Asaph. 2 And the sons of Meshelemiah were Zechariah the firstborn, Jediael the second, Zebadiah the third, Jathniel the fourth, 
3 Elam the fifth, Jehohanan the sixth, Eliehoenai the seventh. 4 Moreover the sons of Obed-Edom were Shemaiah the firstborn, 
Jehozabad the second, Joah the third, Sacar the fourth, Nethanel the fifth, 5 Ammiel the sixth, Issachar the seventh, Peulthai the 
eighth; for God blessed him. 6 Also to Shemaiah his son were sons born who governed their fathers’ houses, because they were 
men of great ability. 7 The sons of Shemaiah were Othni, Rephael, Obed, and Elzabad, whose brothers Elihu and Semachiah 
were able men. 8 All these were of the sons of Obed-Edom, they and their sons and their brethren, able men with strength for 
the work: sixty-two of Obed-Edom. 9 And Meshelemiah had sons and brethren, eighteen able men. 10 Also Hosah, of the 
children of Merari, had sons: Shimri the first (for though he was not the firstborn, his father made him the first), 11 Hilkiah the 
second, Tebaliah the third, Zechariah the fourth; all the sons and brethren of Hosah were thirteen. 12 Among these were the 
divisions of the gatekeepers, among the chief men, having duties just like their brethren, to serve in the house of the LORD. 13 
And they cast lots for each gate, the small as well as the great, according to their father’s house. 14 The lot for the East Gate fell 
to Shelemiah. Then they cast lots for his son Zechariah, a wise counselor, and his lot came out for the North Gate; 15 to Obed-
Edom the South Gate, and to his sons the storehouse. 16 To Shuppim and Hosah the lot came out for the West Gate, with the 
Shallecheth Gate on the ascending highway—watchman opposite watchman. 17 On the east were six Levites, on the north four 
each day, on the south four each day, and for the storehouse two by two. 18 As for the Parbar on the west, there were four on 
the highway and two at the Parbar. 19 These were the divisions of the gatekeepers among the sons of Korah and among the 
sons of Merari.  
- While chapter twenty-five was the organizing and appointing of the worship team, chapter twenty-six is about the security team. 
- I find it interesting that they would only appoint these leaders after seeking the Lord’s will by the Old Testament casting of lots. 
- The reason I find it interesting is because they were very careful and prayerful before appointing anyone to serve in the temple. 
  

G. Campbell Morgan of this said, “Our method is not that of casting lots, but of seeking the direct guidance of the Spirit. But we 
need to remember that in our choice of men for office in the work of the Church of God, the things of privilege, which too often 
count in human affairs, must have no weight with us.”   
 

20 Of the Levites, Ahijah was over the treasuries of the house of God and over the treasuries of the dedicated things. 21 The 
sons of Laadan, the descendants of the Gershonites of Laadan, heads of their fathers’ houses, of Laadan the Gershonite: 
Jehieli. 22 The sons of Jehieli, Zetham and Joel his brother, were over the treasuries of the house of the LORD. 23 Of the 
Amramites, the Izharites, the Hebronites, and the Uzzielites: 24 Shebuel the son of Gershom, the son of Moses, was overseer of 
the treasuries. 25 And his brethren by Eliezer were Rehabiah his son, Jeshaiah his son, Joram his son, Zichri his son, and 
Shelomith his son. 26 This Shelomith and his brethren were over all the treasuries of the dedicated things which King David and 
the heads of fathers’ houses, the captains over thousands and hundreds, and the captains of the army, had dedicated. 27 Some 
of the spoils won in battles they dedicated to maintain the house of the LORD. 28 And all that Samuel the seer, Saul the son of 
Kish, Abner the son of Ner, and Joab the son of Zeruiah had dedicated, every dedicated thing, was under the hand of Shelomith 
and his brethren. 29 Of the Izharites, Chenaniah and his sons performed duties as officials and judges over Israel outside 
Jerusalem. 30 Of the Hebronites, Hashabiah and his brethren, one thousand seven hundred able men, had the oversight of 
Israel on the west side of the Jordan for all the business of the LORD, and in the service of the king. 31 Among the Hebronites, 
Jerijah was head of the Hebronites according to his genealogy of the fathers. In the fortieth year of the reign of David they were 
sought, and there were found among them capable men at Jazer of Gilead. 32 And his brethren were two thousand seven 
hundred able men, heads of fathers’ houses, whom King David made officials over the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-
tribe of Manasseh, for every matter pertaining to God and the affairs of the king. 
- Here we have David’s organizing of the financial administration and oversight of all the riches that were brought into the temple. 
- To me, this speaks to the importance of appointing the right people and even the right number of people when it comes to this. 
- This is why there were a total of two thousand seven hundred men whom David made officials pertaining to all these matters. 
  

1 Chronicles 27 --- 1 And the children of Israel, according to their number, the heads of fathers’ houses, the captains of 
thousands and hundreds and their officers, served the king in every matter of the military divisions. These divisions came in and 
went out month by month throughout all the months of the year, each division having twenty-four thousand. 2 Over the first 
division for the first month was Jashobeam the son of Zabdiel, and in his division were twenty-four thousand; 3 he was of the 
children of Perez, and the chief of all the captains of the army for the first month. 4 Over the division of the second month was 
Dodai an Ahohite, and of his division Mikloth also was the leader; in his division were twenty-four thousand. 5 The third captain of 
the army for the third month was Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada the priest, who was chief; in his division were twenty-four 
thousand. 6 This was the Benaiah who was mighty among the thirty, and was over the thirty; in his division was Ammizabad his 
son. 7 The fourth captain for the fourth month was Asahel the brother of Joab, and Zebadiah his son after him; in his division 
were twenty-four thousand. 8 The fifth captain for the fifth month was Shamhuth the Izrahite; in his division were twenty-four 



thousand. 9 The sixth captain for the sixth month was Ira the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite; in his division were twenty-four thousand. 
10 The seventh captain for the seventh month was Helez the Pelonite, of the children of Ephraim; in his division were twenty-four 
thousand. 11 The eighth captain for the eighth month was Sibbechai the Hushathite, of the Zarhites; in his division were twenty-
four thousand. 12 The ninth captain for the ninth month was Abiezer the Anathothite, of the Benjamites; in his division were 
twenty-four thousand. 13 The tenth captain for the tenth month was Maharai the Netophathite, of the Zarhites; in his division 
were twenty-four thousand. 14 The eleventh captain for the eleventh month was Benaiah the Pirathonite, of the children of 
Ephraim; in his division were twenty-four thousand. 15 The twelfth captain for the twelfth month was Heldai the Netophathite, of 
Othniel; in his division were twenty-four thousand.  
- Chapter twenty-seven begins with the organizing of the military with divisions of men who were actually on a rotation of sorts. 
- This because, they would always be at the reading as troops were trained and prepared so they’d never be caught off guard. 
- There’s a good application for ministry here, such that, sometimes it’s good to train and rotate people to protect from burn out. 
  

16 Furthermore, over the tribes of Israel: the officer over the Reubenites was Eliezer the son of Zichri; over the Simeonites, 
Shephatiah the son of Maachah; 17 over the Levites, Hashabiah the son of Kemuel; over the Aaronites, Zadok; 18 over Judah, 
Elihu, one of David’s brothers; over Issachar, Omri the son of Michael; 19 over Zebulun, Ishmaiah the son of Obadiah; over 
Naphtali, Jerimoth the son of Azriel; 20 over the children of Ephraim, Hoshea the son of Azaziah; over the half-tribe of 
Manasseh, Joel the son of Pedaiah; 21 over the half-tribe of Manasseh in Gilead, Iddo the son of Zechariah; over Benjamin, 
Jaasiel the son of Abner; 22 over Dan, Azarel the son of Jeroham. These were the leaders of the tribes of Israel. 23 But David 
did not take the number of those twenty years old and under, because the LORD had said He would multiply Israel like the stars 
of the heavens. 24 Joab the son of Zeruiah began a census, but he did not finish, for wrath came upon Israel because of this 
census; nor was the number recorded in the account of the chronicles of King David. 25 And Azmaveth the son of Adiel was over 
the king’s treasuries; and Jehonathan the son of Uzziah was over the storehouses in the field, in the cities, in the villages, and in 
the fortresses. 26 Ezri the son of Chelub was over those who did the work of the field for tilling the ground. 27 And Shimei the 
Ramathite was over the vineyards, and Zabdi the Shiphmite was over the produce of the vineyards for the supply of wine. 28 
Baal-Hanan the Gederite was over the olive trees and the sycamore trees that were in the lowlands, and Joash was over the 
store of oil. 29 And Shitrai the Sharonite was over the herds that fed in Sharon, and Shaphat the son of Adlai was over the herds 
that were in the valleys. 30 Obil the Ishmaelite was over the camels, Jehdeiah the Meronothite was over the donkeys, 31 and 
Jaziz the Hagrite was over the flocks. All these were the officials over King David’s property. 32 Also Jehonathan, David’s uncle, 
was a counselor, a wise man, and a scribe; and Jehiel the son of Hachmoni was with the king’s sons. 33 Ahithophel was the 
king’s counselor, and Hushai the Archite was the king’s companion. 34 After Ahithophel was Jehoiada the son of Benaiah, then 
Abiathar. And the general of the king’s army was Joab. 
- The chapter ends with the organizing and appointing of all Israel’s tribal leaders and Israel’s officials within David’s government. 
 

Adam Clarke in his commentary wrote, “We have the account of the order of the civil service, that which related simply to the 
political state of the king and the kingdom.”  
 

- Before we bring the Bible study to an end, I’d like to mention one more thing concerning David not numbering those under 20. 
- I mention this because David was wise in doing this by virtue of the fact that he trusted God would increase Israel in the future. 
- I would suggest that this was one of many reasons that made David such a great leader as the king over all Israel all his years. 
  

G. Campbell Morgan “The greatness of David as a king was manifested in the acts of peaceful administration, as surely as in his 
victories on the fields of battle. The tilling of the ground, and its careful cultivation; the rearing of cattle; and all the things 
pertaining to the welfare of his people were arranged for, under duly qualified and appointed oversight.”   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


