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fe*=common moral standard
Th_e way people tht

4&

”[When'pe‘opie"’qﬁ'a'fﬁ‘e ey saysthings ||ke thls 'How'd you ||ke it iF anyone d|d the

| same e to yo"‘?’— That! ts my§ at; I was"”r ere-first’ -'Leave him alone, he isn't doing you

-~ "any harm’-Why’ should Xouf{ ""-'_e in’ Fl;ste' 'lee me a blt of‘yourrange, d gave you
_a'bit of mine’-'Come on; yo tpra,mlsed Peon W"y thmgs like: ’rha‘ft'E:/el"y day;
educated people as well as uneducated, and children;as: we" as grown-ups. Now
what interests me about all these remarks is that the man who makes them is not
merely saying that the other man’s behaviour does not happen to please him. He is

appeallng to some kind of standard of behaviour which he expects the otherman to
-. know about. And the other man very seldom replies: ‘To hell with your standard !
Nearly always he tries to make out that what he has been doing does not really go

against the standard, or that if it does there is some special excusp S
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fe*=common moral standard
Th_e way people tht

He. p‘re ehds#herfe'lé somé‘spec:lalqg,gason In thls parhcular case why the person who
took“the seatff\rsmould not*keep |F'%‘r*¢hqt things were-quite different when he“was
glven the bit oForange orth’fﬂ;ﬁ omethlng hqs turnea Up whlch=|ets shim_off keeping his
promise. It looks, in fact"\’?éry'— ich as.it=bol t;s had in: mlnd some *kind “of: ‘Law
or Rule of fair play or decent behaviour ornora 12 6:: whatever you like to call it,
“about which they really agreed. And they have. If they had not, they might, .of
course, fight like animals, but they could not quarrel in the human sense of.the word
Quarrelmg means trying to show that the other man is in the wrong. And there would
_be'no sense in trying to do that unless you and he had some sort of agreemeht as to
- what Right and Wrong are; just as there would be no sense in saying that a footballer
had committed a foul unless there was some agreement about the rules oEIfootball %

C.S. Lewis Mere Christianity vy Y
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: -}hﬁ(y*so‘mg'_here*but

,,: &l;ybgdy should pay .|tta&nya.
/heed no reason why we should obey it. Human bemgsqu and do, make
up thelr own rules. All existing moralities and all existing laws- ar,e human

socml conventions. : s\,

A avaeHsn — ' - aaVala 4 -
=== T — = = oo = = S =EET s s — e

p Morallty is not dlscovered it is made MBS Hocutt % : ™




P ;'f%*"'w%aSo,gne say yes —
: ”Ethlcs says Mlehael Ru 7"' d:;;;j“waré O Wﬂsen, ~Assansillusion febbed off.
on ustby our genes to getUsgaicooperates . "‘ica] cedes WOrk’“’beéause ithe

_ drive us to go against our selﬁsh day to-c - |mpl5,lses in fcwor of long-term
“group survival and harmony....Furthermore, the way our b\lolog){%forces its
; ends is by making us think that there is an objective higher code, to. whlcx ‘we

£ are all subject. i
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.oahng Morality

*'!h.,‘

“ A young couple once.c |_’e Yo me for some spmtual direction. They ”dldn t believe in
~_much.ofs 1bj|3ng . How could they begin to figure out if there even was a
;:God,l ask&ithe,m*oiell mﬂgpbou’f”somethmg they felt was really, really wrong.-The
" _~“woman |mmedlate|y spcke Outagamt prqchces that: mqrgln,ngergomen | said'l
agr§ed with her fully sinced®Vas a«Chnshan»th believed God-m ade.gll’human
beings, but | was curious why she ﬁ?ought it wﬁmﬁﬂg«Shexresponded “Women ‘are
# human beings and human beings have rights. It is wrong'to Irample on -someone s
rights.” | asked her how she knew that. B SR
Puzzled she said, “Everyone knows it is wrong to violate the rights of someone.\, I
sald “Most people in the world don’t ‘know’ that. They don’t have a Western view-of
" human rights. Imagine if someone said to you ‘everyone knows that women are ./
inferior.’ You'd say, ‘That’s not an argument, it’s just an assertion.” And you'd Qe right.
So let’s start again. If there is no God as you believe and everyone has just “evolved
from animals, why would it be wrong to trample on someone’s rlghtse”.

_ v

.....



-

_ Floating Morality: -

itiis true- we are just blgger-bralned ‘animals, but I'd say animals have
rights too . Yousshoul ,p‘j jrample on their rights, either.”’| asked whether he held animals guilty. for

V|o|at1ng the rlg"nts QLcher anlmaisT'heis_gonger ones ate the weaker ones. “No, | couldn’ t do

"~ that.” S0 he only held'human beings guilty if theysrampled on the weak? “Yes.” Why this double
standard | asked."Why. did the*couple insist ihat human-belngs had»to‘be’dlfferent fromuanimals, so-
that they/were not allowed to “actas, s_,gatur.a],io the. st’q the: anlmal world Why~d|d the: couple
keep insisting that humans had this great unique ,u%ud "‘dLgnlty and worth2 ‘Why did they

~ believe in human rights? “l don’t know,” the woman said, “I guess they are\Lust there, that’s all.”
The conversation was much more congenial than this very compressed account’ conve,)g The young
couple laughed at the weakness of some of their responses, which showed me that they. were\open

to explorahon and that encouraged me to be more pointed than | would ordinarily have: been

Her husband responded

: However this conversation reveals how our culture differs from all the others that have gone before.

Peaple still have strong moral convictions, but unlike people in other times and places, they don’t,
have any visible basis for why they find some “things to be evil and other things good. Jt Q‘dlmost'
like their moral intuitions are free-floating in midair—far off the ground ‘ j
Tim Keller - Reason for God B t
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choose among them accordmg to W et e‘

* hey pass our moral
tests. - Joseph Fletcher S~
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“Who are: f’,odl’re" sa[ thgj htj;l‘eﬁglr.l in India is wrong
= for her sincere 1Ie. means-son
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fa=commonimoral standara
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here® , between thelr morallhes but these have never amounted to
-~ anythlng~hke,:n4”’ra| deFéJaence IF anyope will take the trouble to compare the moral
" teaching oF say, the anc[e,_n,’r Egyﬁ’rwnS"Babylonlans .Hlndus,.gibmese Greeks and™
Romans, what will really strike "'rWI||"be hgvv...Ver"i like they-are to ‘each-other and Jo our
' h’%}r@m&’rhe appenchx of another boo
~ called The Abolition of Man; but for our present purpose 1'need only ask'the reader to
thmk what a totally different morality would mean. Think of a country wherweople were
“admired for running away in battle, or where a man felt proud of double-crossing:all the
people who had been kindest to him. You might just as well try to imagine a coUntry
where two and two made five. Men have ditfered as regards what people you oyght to
- be‘unselfish to-whether it was only your own family, or your fellow countrymen, or. every
one. But they have always agreed that you ought not to put yourself ﬁrst LR
Excerpt From: C.S. Lewis. “Mere Christianity.” 57" |
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d‘fm nght to Happlness

. o-

.f happmess *mecm?* The”’did not.mean

% g "'ﬁﬁ* "7‘ w e -
-~ ., ,'-,’-“;"_' o

, iness. bx any ‘and every &,
g means — including, say, murder, rape, robbery, treason cmd
" fraud. No society could be built on such a bcms

A good many of Clare’s friends, and especially her female friends, often Felt
—|’ve heard them say so—that their own happiness would be percephbly |
increased by boxing her ears. | very much doubt if this would havej,bnca,pght'

her theory of a right to happiness into play [ rarre
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umanis
humpnlty, |n5|ght ~angRe
his own moral and mtellectual re
supernatural aid... T
British Humanist Organization \.
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/I‘hMaut Man s Reason

""“-v
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o 7 m«w.m* Lf*. —‘a»-.-,,h |
//PeOP .Qﬁeiqjl)'—qﬂa"ﬂmew 'I onldl na exclude myself—

seemed to*be much le"fs\rahana];and.much more.selfish than |+
had ever guessed, not'atall:the “nipedalk | had alwdys thought
~them to be. They did not decide to do thm"gs because it would
be reasonable and moral to act in that way; but because that
" course of action suited their self-interest. “Afterward, they
7 would find rational and moral reasons for what they had already

determined to do. =
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Jehﬁ‘l.mmagme all the People

5 3 -..//Q%

s ea%lf you try NG below US- Above Us, only sky

; ’,qugme thepe s s ho cpunfneélhsn t hqrd to do Nothmg jcg qu].g;ghe for

nd no
religion,,too i
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Imagine all the people Livin' life in peace, Yo R

You may say I'm a dreamer But I'm not the only one | hope someglay you'll | |0|n us

And the world will be as one , e T
Imagine no possessions | wonder if you can No need for greed or hunger A ’\ 3
brotherhood of man £
‘Imagine all the people Sharing all the world, You o0 1
You may say I'm a dreamer But I'm not the only one | hope someday yogrllﬁom us
And the world will live as one [ty
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B‘E‘iﬁf Evolution‘s History

> Y w“ " p S

The whole hls’rony of mdﬁ nkind (sm_ce the dlssoluhon of Pl'lmli'IVé tribal society,
Jlandsinsco #Qn ownershlp) has been-a history of class struggles;
gt A e e

‘etv__«se_n.;e,xdm ing and®exploited, ruling and oppressed classes;... the

;on?ests {
“history of these:class’ Sirug_g es. forms aseties of evolution in which, nowadqys a

stage has been reachegs 'her eithe.exr loite: .ffgnd op'bresfsed class=the
proletariat—cannot attain its emanmpahoﬁpf '%hegsway of the explomng and
Tuling class—the bourgeoisie—without, at the same time; ‘and.. .onceand for all,

emanmpahng society at large from all exploitation, oppression, clqss dlshnc’ﬂon
- and class struggles. ’\'

- 4 Fredriech Engels
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revoluhon consummates the process of evcﬂuhcn cmd facilitates its

further activity.” M
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at sense-doaWe reject ethics, re|e,gt morc:hty2 In*the sense
en "i_'ﬂ;:f}h” boﬂ“rg,,.,‘.,,_|5|e who based ethics on God'
nts 'On ihi,s*pcj,nt».we of ceu_[se, .g_qy that we do not‘

(

/Ave‘m‘l?'a'l"'é"[ust power plays

<& T
' d ' y -
“ -

,he landowners and the bourgemsi invo "ed #\he n\gme of God'éo

as to further their own interests as exploiters. a,p
e Vladmir Lenin N
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arx{" ' .f. 'feievew‘ € ‘that the workmg class is sup'rémely
rlght in its ”rr»uggrekté de‘fgat Lgscism {fascism:in this context is Used

“to deF ne anyone or-anyi ;":'@qgaln qf,.,peslt;,:,b. tb'cémmumsm] qng in
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’Bﬁyﬁ‘uhﬁﬁ’iﬂ nqueshonably Moral

;-y"generahoni Frmly belleved that the ends

, e ,..,, ﬁ* f,,_ A
4u3|hFed t e,mean_&«Our gr tgoal was the universal triumph of
g Communlsm cmd f-e ',?j-.the«sake oT .ﬂmf goal-even-ythmg was

u - " ‘ ' "’.‘ "

could hinder it, everyone who stood in the way. And to hesﬂate or
£ doubt about all this was to give in to “intellectual squeamlshness

“and “stupid liberalism” the attribute of people who “could’ not see
- the forest for the trees.” - AR

Lev Kopelev J i



/A;aviﬂnfEV'c?IUﬁon,.-. S0 w_ith _Society

‘rhe bourggcme for. secml evelu)JQnary reasons fcul to remember

“the cost in death: and?j‘:“ egng causgé%y bmiogmai -evalution.

Nature accumulates the gc gooc ndﬁfspeses of the’ bad The fit-
must survive both biologically and socially. The unf't along wﬂh
P their social institutions, must perish.

U p r .
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i He loves righteousness...
| . ‘ k..

G .

Psalm 45:7 You love righteousness and hate wickedngss'
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The Nature of God-_

i v

.,J’

'.m the LORD who*‘bringé yOU u..p_.;ourof‘
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Genesw 1:31 Then God saw everything that He had mcde

morning were the sixth day. 5

~ and indeed it was very good. So the evening and th_e.c
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Gehems 2:16b “Of every tree of the garden )'il'é'uniay fr ely eat;
bu‘t of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shqll not

»

ot ‘eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely dle
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mye“were not:made in God's
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mg-r’h ‘standard cmd denymg
~the —standard '

’;.3__ vd.” - /ﬂm

”Supp' S| iyou ara.cry. for,;'{eigfrom a man in dcmger You will probably
~_feel two des’ires' oné a desire to—glvé’help .the:other a desire to keep out of

dcmger But you “will ﬁnd% eyou,:in: Qddﬁltlgh i‘Q these tWQ 1mp,nges Q. th|rd
thing which tells you that you ought to folla """

—

,,,e-lmpulse to help, and suppress

the, impulse to run away. Now this thing that iudges between. two: instincts, that
-decides which should be encouraged, cannot itself be either of them You,

mlght as well say that the sheet of music which tells you, at a given moment; to
~_play one note on the piano and not another, is itself one of the notes.on the

- keyboard. The Moral Law tells us the tune we have to play: our mshncts are'’y

merely the keys.” », ‘1‘\

Excerpt From: C.S. Lewis. “Mere Christianity.” ;7%
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'Th.e 'morcﬂ Law:_lu R"’1e o‘f’R'l,gb_I_and Wong, or the Law of Human Nature

“or whatever Za u call it ‘musk: som'e‘,‘ Wror-other.be a real thlng—a thing that is
really there, not m.gdg ;gurs.,elves,_ﬁ And yef itis T not: ¢ "fq&tln the
ordlnary sense, in the same wayas our u&bﬁiﬁaehavmr isa fact It begins'to
o Iook as if we shall have to admit that there is more than one skin.fo reality;
-that, in this parhcular case, there is something above and’ beye,nd the: ..
oralnary facts of men’s behaviour, and yet quite definitely real—a real Iaw
.~ which none of us made, but which we find pressing on us. % "~

CS. Lewis ' ' {l‘ N
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, gp;gflﬂw"fthgt evil is’ present wﬂh me, the one
, ’who W1|{s-ﬂr0*dc géod‘ Forl delight in the law of God
"’accordmg to the i inwgard-man. _But Jée ano"thet law.in my
_ members, warring dgalnst the daws of my. mind, and
brlnglng me into captivity to the law of sin whlcf.!s.ln, 1104

members. o
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"O wretched man that | am! Who will deliver me from thls

body of death? | thank God—through Jesus Chnsf‘our
Lord! O 1
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| v-then aﬁgfggg%jb_ev promlses ofGod3 Cerjalnly not! For if
~ there- hacLbeen -a law.givenswhich could have given life, truly
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rlghteousness would*hay | bee,n by‘the' "Iaw Butthe: Scrlpture has:
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confined all under sm"‘Fh tthe pramis by falfh in Jesus Christ-

mlght be given to those who believe. But before fcuth came, we
were kept under guard by the law, kept for the faith whlch would
' ',afterward be revealed. Therefore the law was our tutor to brmg Us
' to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after fcuth\has‘

come, we are no longer under a tutor. =~ A8
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