Title: Defending the Faith with Gentleness and Respect: An Introduction to Apologetics

1 Peter 3:15 - "But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts and be ready always to give an answer
to our faith, and to act with you, a reason of the hope that is in you, with weakness and fear"
(meekness and fear/gentleness and respect)

2 Timothy 2:24-25 - "And the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome, but must be kind to
everyone, able to teach, not resentful. Opponents must be gently instructed in the hope that
God will grant them repentance, leading them to a knowledge of the truth."

Isaiah 53 - Referenced multiple times as a passage that clearly points to Jesus as the Messiah,
particularly in discussion about Jewish apologetics

Matthew 22:15-22 (or parallel passages in Mark 12:13-17, Luke 20:20-26) - The discussion
about Jesus and the Pharisees regarding taxes and the coin with Caesar's image ("Give unto
Caesar what is Caesar's, and give unto God what is God's")

Teaching Summary:

This teaching introduces a six-week course on Christian apologetics, emphasizing that
defending the faith is not about winning arguments or humiliating others, but about answering
questions with gentleness, respect, and love. The pastor defines apologetics as giving reasoned
answers for what we believe, rooted in 1 Peter 3:15, while maintaining a Christ-like attitude. The
message stresses that truth can withstand scrutiny and that believers should be equipped to
remove intellectual obstacles that prevent people from encountering God. Rather than replacing
the Holy Spirit's work, apologetics serves to open hearts by addressing genuine questions and
concerns. The teaching emphasizes that effective apologetics requires both truth and
love—truth without love becomes a hammer that pushes people away, while love without truth
becomes empty sentiment. The ultimate goal is not to demonstrate superior knowledge but to
guide people toward salvation through honest, compassionate dialogue that reflects Jesus's
own approach to answering difficult questions.

Key Points:

- Apologetics means giving a reasoned defense for our faith, based on 1 Peter 3:15, with
meekness and gentleness

- Truth can stand up to scrutiny; we should not fear honest questions about our faith

- The goal is not to win arguments or humiliate others, but to remove obstacles and lead people
to Christ

- We must balance truth with love—truth without love becomes a weapon; love without truth
becomes meaningless

- Apologetics is not a replacement for the Holy Spirit but a tool to open hearts and minds

- We should ask clarifying questions to understand what people are really asking, following
Jesus's example

- Different people have different obstacles to faith—some intellectual, some emotional, some
based on past hurts



- Effective apologetics requires listening to the Holy Spirit for the right words in each situation
- We must understand where people are coming from and show empathy for their background
and experiences

- The Bible is the best commentary on the Bible; we should root our answers in Scripture

- Being intellectually honest means admitting when we don't know something and being willing
to research together

Scripture Reference:

- 1 Peter 3:15 (primary focus): "But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to
give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness
and fear"

- 2 Timothy 2:24-25: "And the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but must be kind to
everyone, able to teach, not resentful. Opponents must be gently instructed in the hope that
God will grant them repentance”

- Isaiah 53 (referenced regarding Jewish apologetics)

- Various Gospel passages about Jesus's interactions with the Pharisees

Stories:

- The pastor's personal journey before salvation, valuing intelligence and being frustrated by
Christians who couldn't answer his questions

- The encounter with three Mormon missionaries where the pastor simply used the Bible to
compare their teachings, leading to escalating visits from church leaders

- The street ministry encounter with a young woman who had been abused by her Christian
Scientist father, asking "How can | believe in a God that would let this happen?" The pastor
responded by redirecting her question to focus on God's presence with her during suffering and
the failure of people around her to intervene

- Saint Nicholas allegedly punching a heretic at the Council of Nicaea for denying the Trinity

- Martin Luther's transformation from self-flagellation to understanding grace after reading the
Bible in Latin, sparking the Protestant Reformation

- The pastor's experience with a friend's mother who preaches condescendingly, illustrating how
not to share faith

- The college student who asked for medical records of Jesus's death as an unreasonable
standard of proof



