
The W________ West of Israel                                                 Ruth 1:1-2                                                                                                	
    The time of the Judges                                               Judges 21:25                             	
    Modern R__________                                                      John 18:38                                                                              	

Family and Famine	
     Weather, Pests, War & Spiritual D_________         Ezekiel 14:13                                        	
     Mushy God or A________ God                           1 Corinthians 5:5                                      	
    Israel’s Cycle of Sin                                                    Judges 2:18-19	
     Elimelech = God is K______   Naomi = S_________	
    Bethlehem = House of Bread     Moab = House of Incest	

Darkest Times, Brightest Work                                Ruth 1:3-5                                                                                   	
     Bad luck or D__________                	
     Where is the Lord?     10 years pass                             Ruth 1:6-7	
     Think It Through                                                                                   Ruth 1:8-13	

Bitter or Better                                                            Ruth 1:14-15	
     Kissers and C_________                                             Genesis 2:24	
     Ruth’s Conversion                                                        Ruth 1:16-18	
       Brand New People                                                               2 Corinthians 5:17	

Returning Home                                                         Ruth 1:20-22	
     From Naomi “sweet” to Mara “B_______”    	
     Went away full?  	
     Love God and C________ to His Purposes          Romans 8:28  

Have you ever realized God was working even though you couldn’t see it?
Identify a random decision that proved to be God’s providence at work?
What practical steps can help you keep truth at the center during pain?

Notes: 

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

“Through the Lens of Pain” 
Sunday, May 17, 2026

Answers to Fill-in-the-blanks: Wild, Relativism, Drought, 
Almighty, King, Sweet, Disobedience, Cleavers, Bitter, Called


