


Wesley’s Breakthrough:

Aldersgate, Moravians, and the 
Means of Grace 



The Year 1738: Milestones and Continuing Journey
● Wesley arrives back in London from his missionary experience in Savannah.
● Tutelage of Peter Böhler, the young Moravian missionary and preacher.
● Formation of the Fetter Lane Society in London on May 1st.
● Aldersgate experience in London on May 24th.
● Preaches the sermon, “Salvation by Faith,” at the University Church in Oxford 

on June 11th.
● Trip to Herrnhut in Saxony in late summer/early fall.
● Studies the Book of Homilies in November, particularly on the topics of 

salvation, faith, and good works.

Peter Böhler 
(1712-1775)

Count Nicolaus von 
Zinzendorf (1700-1760)



John Wesley and Peter Böhler
● Wesley met the Moravian leader Peter Böhler 

shortly after his return to England on February 7, 
1738.

● Böhler’s advice to Wesley in the midst of his 
crisis of confidence: “Preach faith till you have it, 
and then, because you have it you will preach 
faith” (March 5, 1738).





Wesley’s Issues with the Moravians
● Evidence of Salvation: Can peace and joy be 

mixed with fear and doubt?

● Degrees of Faith: Can believers have faith that 
looks different? Is there such a thing as weak 
faith?

● Means of Grace: Are there such things as 
means of grace that can assist believers to 
know Christ?










































