










From Civil War to Restoration to Revolution
Events:
● English Civil War (1642-1649)
● Interregnum (1649-1660)
● Restoration (1660)
● Glorious Revolution (1688)
Major Figures:
● James I (1603-1625)
● Charles I (1625-1649)
● Oliver Cromwell (1653-1658) / “Lord Protector”
● Charles II (1660-1685)
● James II (1685-1688)
● William III (1688-1702) and Mary II (1688-1694)



“King Charles I” by Anthony Van Dyck (1641)



“Tyrant, Traitor, Murderer, and Public Enemy” (Contemporary Woodcut)



Facets of Restoration-era England (post 1660)
● Desire to avoid a return to the turmoil and bloodshed of 

the the Civil War period (1642-49)
● Exhaustion over the religious extremism and 

experimentation of the Interregnum (1649-1660)
● Attempt to rally behind the later Stuart monarchs

○ Charles II (1660-1685)
○ James II (1685-1688)
○ William III (1689-1702) and Mary II (1689-1694)
○ Anne (1702-1714)

● Emphasis on unity in the Church of England, while 
allowing for non-conformists (or dissenters) after 1689



Non-Conformists and the Act of Toleration (1689)
A dissenter was someone who was not willing to conform to the 
Church of England by subscribing to the 39 Articles of Religion. 
They were legally allowed to exist so long as they:
● Registered their meeting houses
● Licensed their ministers
● Were not Roman Catholic or Unitarian
In addition, they could not:
● Attend a university (Oxford; Cambridge)
● Vote
● Serve in the military
● Hold positions in government



Continental Pietism
● Movement in the second half of the 17th century to combat a perceived lax 

or lukewarm attitude in the church: by clergy, laity, and civil government.
● Advocated a “Reformatio Pietatis” to complete the “Reformatio Doctrinae.”
● Leading figure was the Lutheran pastor Philip Jacob Spener, who wrote 

the influential “Pia Desideria” in 1675.
● Connection with English religion comes through the figure of Anthony 

Horneck, who was from a Reformed background but traveled to England 
to study and ended up being ordained in the Church of England. He 
introduced the concept of “religious societies” to the C of E during his 
ministry at the Savoy in London.

● The Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge (the SPCK), the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel (SPG), and the Society for the 
Reformation of Manners (SRM) were outgrowths of the religious society 
movement in England.



Philip Jacob Spener Pia Desideria



Spener’s Critiques
● Defects in the Civil Authorities – They are ignorant of Christian doctrine 

and care nothing about living a Christian life. They do not rule in such a 
way as to advance the Kingdom of God. When ministers act in a way to 
promote faith vigorously, they use their authority to obstruct it.

● Defects in the Clergy – They exhibit a “worldy spirit” marked by lust and 
pride. They judge right and wrong according to doctrinal agreement rather 
than the quality of their piety. They are not good role models for their 
congregations. They care more for philosophical speculation than practical 
Christian living. Those who are zealous are automatically suspected of 
being heretics.

● Defects in the Common People – With such bad models in the civil 
authorities and clergy, is it any wonder that the common people are in bad 
shape as well? Drunkenness, lawsuits, greedy business practices, lack of 
charity and care for the poor, etc., etc. They do not love!



Spener’s Proposals
● More extensive study and use of Scripture
● Need to recognize and encourage the priesthood of all believers
● Need to put faith into practice as a way of life (i.e., Christian 

love)
● Understand our responsibility to correct those who are in error, 

but to do so through love
● Reform theological education as a practical discipline (“...since 

theology is a practical discipline, everything must be directed to 
the practice of faith and life.”)

● Improve ministerial formation, especially in the area of teaching 
good preaching that is practical and aimed at helping to form 
the “inner man.”
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