














Why Study John Wesley?



Is Wesley a…
● Saintly founder figure?
● Tribal chief?
● Protestant standard bearer?
● Superhero evangelist and revival preacher?

Or is Wesley rather…
● A pattern of discipleship and
● A theological mentor & guide



Backgrounds to Consider:
● Church of England in the Reformation Era
● English Civil War / Restoration / Glorious 

Revolution
● Continental Pietism
● Background of the Wesley Family



From a Church in England to a Church of England

Major figures:
● Henry VIII (1509-1547)

○ Thomas Cromwell (Henry’s chief minister)
○ Thomas Cranmer (Archbishop of Canterbury)

● Edward VI (1547-1553)

● Mary I (1553-1558)

● Elizabeth I (1558-1603)



From a Church in England to a Church of England
Major events:
● Book of Common Prayer (for worship / liturgy)
● 39 Articles of Religion (for doctrine)
● Book of Homilies (for preaching)
● Parliamentary Acts: “Act of Supremacy” and “Act of 

Uniformity”
● The Church of England’s understanding of itself as 

holding to a “via media” between Rome and Geneva. 
Best articulated by Richard Hooker in the Laws of 
Ecclesiastical Polity.



Changes in Worship, Liturgy, Clerical Dress
● From the “Priest” to the “Minister”
● Emphasis on Preaching
● From the Mass to the Lord’s Supper
● Bible in English and the entirety of the worship 

service in English
● Absence of monastic orders and monastic life
● Clerical dress simplified (though not entirely 

abolished)
● Emergence of a “godly party” who wanted to finish 

the work of Reformation
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