
BRISTOL, SEPT. IO, 1784. 

To Dr. COKE, l\Jr. ASBURY,- and our 
Brethren in NORTI-I-AA1ERICA.

I. y a· very uncommon train of provi-
de:1ces, many of the provinces of

1Vorth-A'mcrica 2re totally disjoined from their 
• mother-counlry, and erected into Indepen
dent State5. The Englifh government has
no authority over them either civil or ecc1e
fiai1:ical, any more than over the States of
I-fol/and. A civil authority is exercifed over
them, partly by the Congrefs, partly by the
provincial Affemblics. But. no one either
exercifes or claims any ecclefiaftical authority
at all. In this peculiar fituation fome thou
L'lnds of the inhabitants of thefe St2tes defire
my advice; and in compliance ,,·ith their
<lefire, I have drnv.:n un a little fketch .
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2. Of I NG S aCCOL!rlt ot tr�C p··�;:n1tl"'".re 

church convinced me many years - Rgo., that: 
Bifhops and Prefhyters nre the fame ord�r, 
and confequent1y ha'";e the fame right to or
dain. For m�my ye�rs I have been impor
tuned from time to time, to exercife thiG 
right, by ordainicg p:1rt of cur ·tray·e!ling 
preachers. But I h,rve .fl ill refufed, not only 
for peace' fake: but bec<iufe I \Yas determined, 

- as little as poffible to viofote the e!labliflled
order of the nation:il church to ·which I be
longe: .L
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“The Holy Triumph of John Wesley in His Dying” (1842)
By Marshall Claxton
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