SERMON NOTES:

VOL 1: Part 8: Faith Alone: Abraham’s Story, Our Story

BIG Idea: Justification has always been by faith—not by works, rituals, or law—and through Jesus, what
was true for Abraham is true for us: we are made right with God by trusting in His promise.

Application: Place your trust in the God who keeps His promises and receive the gift of righteousness by
faith—not by trying harder, but by surrendering fully.

Join us as we read the Bible together in 2025.
https://bit.ly/ReadwithMe25

Paul’s primary aim is to demonstrate that God makes no distinctions between Jews and Gentiles
concerning salvation.

Abraham was justified by his faith rather than by meritorious obedience.
Romans 4:1-15 (NLT) The Faith of Abraham

1 Abraham was, humanly speaking, the founder of our Jewish nation. What did he discover about being
made right with God? ?If his good deeds had made him acceptable to God, he would have had
something to boast about. But that was not God’s way. 3 For the Scriptures tell us, “Abraham believed
God, and God counted him as righteous because of his faith.” * When people work, their wages are not a
gift, but something they have earned. °But people are counted as righteous, not because of their work,
but because of their faith in God who forgives sinners. ® David also spoke of this when he described the
happiness of those who are declared righteous without working for it:

7“0h, what joy for those
whose disobedience is forgiven,
whose sins are put out of sight.
8Yes, what joy for those
whose record the Lord has cleared of sin.”

9Now, is this blessing only for the Jews, or is it also for uncircumcised Gentiles? Well, we have been
saying that Abraham was counted as righteous by God because of his faith. *®But how did this happen?
Was he counted as righteous only after he was circumcised, or was it before he was circumcised?
Clearly, God accepted Abraham before he was circumcised!

1 Circumcision was a sign that Abraham already had faith and that God had already accepted him and
declared him to be righteous—even before he was circumcised. So Abraham is the spiritual father of
those who have faith but have not been circumcised. They are counted as righteous because of their
faith. 2 And Abraham is also the spiritual father of those who have been circumcised, but only if they
have the same kind of faith Abraham had before he was circumcised.

13 Clearly, God’s promise to give the whole earth to Abraham and his descendants was based not on his
obedience to God’s law, but on a right relationship with God that comes by faith. **1f God’s promise is
only for those who obey the law, then faith is not necessary and the promise is pointless. ** For the law
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always brings punishment on those who try to obey it. (The only way to avoid breaking the law is to
have no law to break!)

The law reveals our limits; faith receives God’s limitless promise.
Romans 4:16-22 (NLT)

1650 the promise is received by faith. It is given as a free gift. And we are all certain to receive it,
whether or not we live according to the law of Moses, if we have faith like Abraham’s. For Abraham is
the father of all who believe. ¥ That is what the Scriptures mean when God told him, “I have made you
the father of many nations.” This happened because Abraham believed in the God who brings the dead
back to life and who creates new things out of nothing.

18 Even when there was no reason for hope, Abraham kept hoping—believing that he would become the
father of many nations. For God had said to him, “That’s how many descendants you will have!” *® And
Abraham'’s faith did not weaken, even though, at about 100 years of age, he figured his body was as
good as dead—and so was Sarah’s womb.

20 Abraham never wavered in believing God’s promise. In fact, his faith grew stronger, and in this he
brought glory to God. 2! He was fully convinced that God is able to do whatever he promises. 22 And
because of Abraham’s faith, God counted him as righteous.

Faith doesn’t ignore the facts — it trusts the God who overrules them.
Unwavering faith is not perfect faith — it’s persistent trust in a perfect God.
Romans 4:23-25 (NLT)

B And when God counted him as righteous, it wasn’t just for Abraham’s benefit. It was recorded *for
our benefit, too, assuring us that God will also count us as righteous if we believe in him, the one who
raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. ° He was handed over to die because of our sins, and he was raised
to life to make us right with God.

Justification isn’t a past event — it’s a present gift for everyone who believes.

(5) outworkings of being justified by faith:

No boasting. (vv. 2-23, 20)

No cowering. (vv. 6-8)

A great identity. (vv. 12-17)
Complete assurance. (v. 16)
Hope when hope is gone. (v. 18)
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