SERMON NOTES:

Series: Just Call Me Old-Fashioned | Part 3: | Believe the Bible is the Word of God
Just Call Me Old Fashioned but | Believe the Bible is the Word of God.

In general, about 20% of all American adults, Christian or not, believe the Bible is the literal Word of
God-a historic low according to the polling company. In comparison, only a staggering 40% of Evangelical
and Born-Again Christians believe that the Bible is the actual Word of God.

Further, only 51%--or about half-of these self-identified Christians believe the Bible is the "inspired word
of God." The Christian Post says the "inspired word of God" means God inspired men to write the
collection of books and epistles now known as the Bible.

From a Gallup Poll —July 2022; as reported in Christianity Daily — August 11, 2022
Matthew 28:18-20 (NIV)

8Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to

me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, * and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely |
am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

John 1:1-5 (NIV)

! In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was with God
in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been
made. *In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. ®* The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcome it.

Hebrews 1:3a (NIV)

3The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by
his powerful word.

Genesis 3:1 (NIV)

! Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the
woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”

Romans 1:16-32 (NIV)

¥ For | am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone
who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. * For in the gospel the righteousness of God is
revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by
faith.”

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of people,
who suppress the truth by their wickedness, *° since what may be known about God is plain to them,
because God has made it plain to them. 2 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible



qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what
has been made, so that people are without excuse.

2 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their
thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 2 Although they claimed to be wise, they
became fools 2 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal
human being and birds and animals and reptiles.

#Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading
of their bodies with one another. ® They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and
served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.

% Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural sexual
relations for unnatural ones. %’ In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women
and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with other men, and
received in themselves the due penalty for their error.

BEyurthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God gave
them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done. ?* They have become filled
with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and
malice. They are gossips, **slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of
doing evil; they disobey their parents; ** they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no

mercy. 32 Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they
not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.

Mark 9:24 (NASB)

2 Immediately the boy’s father cried out and said, “I do believe; help my unbelief!”

Prayer for faith: God, will you grow my faith way beyond my own need to figure everything out?
2 Peter 2:1-22 (NIV)

! But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among

you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought
them—bringing swift destruction on themselves. 2Many will follow their depraved conduct and will bring
the way of truth into disrepute. *In their greed these teachers will exploit you with fabricated stories.
Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their destruction has not been sleeping.

“For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them in chains of
darkness to be held for judgment; ®if he did not spare the ancient world when he brought the flood on
its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others; ¢if he
condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to ashes, and made them an example of
what is going to happen to the ungodly; ”and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man, who was distressed by
the depraved conduct of the lawless 2 (for that righteous man, living among them day after day, was
tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and heard)— °if this is so, then the Lord
knows how to rescue the godly from trials and to hold the unrighteous for punishment on the day of
judgment. This is especially true of those who follow the corrupt desire of the flesh and despise
authority.



Bold and arrogant, they are not afraid to heap abuse on celestial beings; ' yet even angels, although they
are stronger and more powerful, do not heap abuse on such beings when bringing judgment on them
from the Lord. ™ But these people blaspheme in matters they do not understand. They are like
unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct, born only to be caught and destroyed, and like animals they
too will perish.

B They will be paid back with harm for the harm they have done. Their idea of pleasure is to carouse in
broad daylight. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their pleasures while they feast with

you. *With eyes full of adultery, they never stop sinning; they seduce the unstable; they are experts in
greed—an accursed brood! ** They have left the straight way and wandered off to follow the way of
Balaam son of Bezer, who loved the wages of wickedness. * But he was rebuked for his wrongdoing by a
donkey—an animal without speech—who spoke with a human voice and restrained the prophet’s
madness.

These people are springs without water and mists driven by a storm. Blackest darkness is reserved for
them. ® For they mouth empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful desires of the flesh, they
entice people who are just escaping from those who live in error. * They promise them freedom, while
they themselves are slaves of depravity—for “people are slaves to whatever has mastered them.” 2°If
they have escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again
entangled in it and are overcome, they are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning. 2 It
would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than to have known it
and then to turn their backs on the sacred command that was passed on to them. 2 Of them the
proverbs are true: “A dog returns to its vomit,” and, “A sow that is washed returns to her wallowing in
the mud.”

2 Corinthians 4:4 (NIV)

*The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel
that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

Proverbs 16:25 (NIV)

ZThere is a way that appears to be right, but in the end it leads to death.
Proverbs 16:25 (MSG)

B There’s a way that looks harmless enough; look again—it leads straight to hell.
Matthew 24:35 (NIV) [see also Mark 13:31 and Luke 21:33]

¥ Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.
Matthew 5:18 (KJV)

8 For verily | say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the
law, till all be fulfilled.

Matthew 5:18 (NIV)



B For truly | tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a
pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.

Matthew 5:17-18 (MSG)

1718 “Don’t suppose for a minute that | have come to demolish the Scriptures—either God’s Law or the
Prophets. I’'m not here to demolish but to complete. | am going to put it all together, pull it all together in
a vast panorama. God’s Law is more real and lasting than the stars in the sky and the ground at your feet.
Long after stars burn out and earth wears out, God’s Law will be alive and working.

“I consider that the chief dangers which confront the coming century will be religion without the Holy
Ghost, Christianity without Christ, forgiveness without repentance, salvation without regeneration,
politics without God, and heaven without hell.”

William Booth, founder of The Salvation Army



