SERMON NOTES:

Series: Mark -The Simple Gospel | Week 26: Spiritual Amnesia

Mark 8:1-26 (NIV)

8 During those days another large crowd gathered. Since they had nothing to eat, Jesus called his
disciples to him and said, 2 “I have compassion for these people; they have already been with me three
days and have nothing to eat. 3 If | send them home hungry, they will collapse on the way, because some
of them have come a long distance.” 4 His disciples answered, “But where in this remote place can
anyone get enough bread to feed them?” 5 “How many loaves do you have?” Jesus asked. “Seven,” they
replied. 6 He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. When he had taken the seven loaves and given
thanks, he broke them and gave them to his disciples to distribute to the people, and they did so. 7 They
had a few small fish as well; he gave thanks for them also and told the disciples to distribute them. 8 The
people ate and were satisfied. Afterward the disciples picked up seven basketfuls of broken pieces that
were left over. 9 About four thousand were present. After he had sent them away, 10 he got into the
boat with his disciples and went to the region of Dalmanutha. 11 The Pharisees came and began to
question Jesus. To test him, they asked him for a sign from heaven. 12 He sighed deeply and said, “Why
does this generation ask for a sign? Truly | tell you, no sign will be given to it.” 13 Then he left them, got
back into the boat and crossed to the other side.

The Yeast of the Pharisees and Herod

14 The disciples had forgotten to bring bread, except for one loaf they had with them in the boat. 15 “Be
careful,” Jesus warned them. “Watch out for the yeast of the Pharisees and that of Herod.” 16 They
discussed this with one another and said, “It is because we have no bread.” 17 Aware of their discussion,
Jesus asked them: “Why are you talking about having no bread? Do you still not see or understand? Are
your hearts hardened? 18 Do you have eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to hear? And don’t you
remember? 19 When | broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces did you
pick up?” “Twelve,” they replied. 20 “And when | broke the seven loaves for the four thousand, how
many basketfuls of pieces did you pick up?” They answered, “Seven.” 21 He said to them, “Do you still
not understand?”

Jesus Heals a Blind Man at Bethsaida

22 They came to Bethsaida, and some people brought a blind man and begged Jesus to touch him. 23 He
took the blind man by the hand and led him outside the village. When he had spit on the man’s eyes and
put his hands on him, Jesus asked, “Do you see anything?” 24 He looked up and said, “I see people; they
look like trees walking around.” 25 Once more Jesus put his hands on the man’s eyes. Then his eyes were
opened, his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly. 26 Jesus sent him home, saying, “Don’t
even go into the village.”



I. Mark 8:1-10 The Feeding of the 4,000 — AN ACT OF COMPASSION

4 facets to the conversation between Jesus and the disciples:
1.Jesus presenting the disciples with a life problem.

2. The disciple’s initial reaction to the problem.

3. Jesus’ response.

4. God’s_provision.

Il. Pharisees Demand a Miraculous Sign — CONFRONTATIONAL ENCOUNTERS

1 John 1:5 (NIV)
This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no

I”

darkness at al

Proverbs 16:18 (NIV)
Pride goes before destruction, and haughtiness before a fall.

Ill. Yeast of the Pharisees and Herod — PASTORAL OVERSIGHT and SPIRITUAL Growth

1 Corinthians 3:1-3 (NIV)

"Dear brothers and sisters, when | was with you | couldn’t talk to you as | would to spiritual people. | had
to talk as though you belonged to this world or as though you were infants in Christ. 2 | had to feed you
with milk, not with solid food, because you weren’t ready for anything stronger. And you still aren’t

ready, 3 for you are still controlled by your sinful nature.
IV. Jesus Heals a Blind Man — HEALING and RESTORATION

John 5:19 (NIV)

"So Jesus explained, “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself. He does only what he sees

the Father doing. Whatever the Father does, the Son also does."

1. Spiritual disciplines lead to Spiritual Growth.

2. Spiritual Growth leads to Spiritual Maturity.

3. Spiritual Maturity leads to a full and prosperous life in Christ.

Philippians 3:12 (NIV)
12 Not that | have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but | press on to take hold
of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.



