Living Sacrifice

A New Year's Message

BIG Idea: As we await Jesus’ return, we are invited to live as living sacrifices, preparing the way for His
glory. Joy is the natural response when we recognize God is at work—and the right response is to rejoice
out loud.

Application: This week, intentionally surrender one area of your life to God and make room for Him to
shape your obedience and purpose
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Romans 12:1 NLT

And so, dear brothers and sisters, | plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all he
has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This
is truly the way to worship him.

A living sacrifice is surrender-shaped, not self-directed.

Proverbs 3:5-6 NLT

Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. Seek his will in
all you do, and he will show you which path to take.

Psalm 37:5 NLT
Commit your way to the Lord; trust in Him and He will do this.

“l have but one passion—it is He, it is He alone. The world is the field and the field is the world;
and henceforth that country shall be my home where | can be most used in winning souls for
Christ.” - Count Zinzendorf

Luke 14:25 NLT
The Cost of Being a Disciple.

If you want to be my disciple, you must, by comparison, hate everyone else—your father and
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even your own life. Otherwise, you cannot
be my disciple. And if you do not carry your own cross and follow me, you cannot be my
disciple.

A living sacrifice denies the flesh daily.
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Galatians 5:16-24 NLT
Living by the Spirit’s Power

So | say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won’t be doing what your sinful nature
craves. The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the opposite of what the Spirit wants.
And the Spirit gives us desires that are the opposite of what the sinful nature desires. These two
forces are constantly fighting each other, so you are not free to carry out your good intentions.
But when you are directed by the Spirit, you are not under obligation to the law of Moses.

When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the results are very clear: sexual immorality,
impurity, lustful pleasures, idolatry, sorcery, hostility, quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger,
selfish ambition, dissension, division, envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and other sins like these.
Let me tell you again, as | have before, that anyone living that sort of life will not inherit the
Kingdom of God.

But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things!

Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires of their sinful nature to
his cross and crucified them there.

Acts 3:19-20 NLT

Now repent of your sins and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped away. Then times of
refreshment will come from the presence of the Lord, and he will again send you Jesus, your
appointed Messiah.

2 Chronicles 7:14 NLT

Then if my people who are called by my name will humble themselves and pray and seek my
face and turn from their wicked ways, | will hear from heaven and will forgive their sins and
restore their land.

Revelation 3:15-16 NLT

“I know all the things you do, that you are neither hot nor cold. | wish that you were one or the
other! But since you are like lukewarm water, neither hot nor cold, | will spit you out of my mouth.”

A living sacrifice lives with purpose- preparing the way for Jesus.

Matthew 24:42-44 NLT

Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come... So you also
must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.



Revelation 21:1-4 NLT

Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and the old earth had disappeared.
And the sea was also gone. And | saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down from God
out of heaven like a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. | heard a loud shout from the
throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now among his people! He will live with them, and they will
be his people. God himself will be with them. He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will
be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone forever.

Romans 8:17 NLT

Since we are His children, we are His heirs. In fact, together with Christ, we are heirs of God’s
glory. But if we are to share His glory, we must also share His suffering.

A living sacrifice lives with purpose- preparing the way for Jesus.
Habakkuk 2:14 NLT

The earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.”



