SERMON NOTES:

A Journey Through Judges and the Cost of Compromise
Part 12: How Low Can God’s People Go?

BIG Idea: When God'’s people reject God’s rule, freedom becomes self-rule, self-rule becomes darkness,
and darkness eventually destroys the vulnerable.

Application: Do not merely grieve the darkness around you; repent of the darkness within you and
return to the King.

Join us as we read the Bible together in 2026.
https://bit.ly/ReadwithMe26

1. When there is no king, broken hearts become normal.
Judges 19:1-10 (NLT) The Levite and His Concubine

1 Now in those days Israel had no king. There was a man from the tribe of Levi living in a remote area of
the hill country of Ephraim. One day he brought home a woman from Bethlehem in Judah to be his
concubine. 2But she became angry with him and returned to her father’s home in Bethlehem.

After about four months, 3her husband set out for Bethlehem to speak personally to her and persuade
her to come back. He took with him a servant and a pair of donkeys. When he arrived at her father’s
house, her father saw him and welcomed him. *Her father urged him to stay awhile, so he stayed three
days, eating, drinking, and sleeping there.

50n the fourth day the man was up early, ready to leave, but the woman’s father said to his son-in-law,
“Have something to eat before you go.” 6So the two men sat down together and had something to eat
and drink. Then the woman’s father said, “Please stay another night and enjoy yourself.” 7 The man got
up to leave, but his father-in-law kept urging him to stay, so he finally gave in and stayed the night.

8 0n the morning of the fifth day he was up early again, ready to leave, and again the woman’s father
said, “Have something to eat; then you can leave later this afternoon.” So they had another day of
feasting. 9 Later, as the man and his concubine and servant were preparing to leave, his father-in-law
said, “Look, it’s almost evening. Stay the night and enjoy yourself. Tomorrow you can get up early and
be on your way.”

0Byt this time the man was determined to leave. So he took his two saddled donkeys and his concubine
and headed in the direction of Jebus (that is, Jerusalem).

When God is no longer King, people stop looking like image-bearers and start becoming objects in
someone else’s story.

Proverbs 14:34 (NLT)

34Godliness makes a nation great,
but sin is a disgrace to any people.



2. When there is no king, God’s people become what they condemn.
Judges 19:11-22 (NLT)

111t was late in the day when they neared Jebus, and the man’s servant said to him, “Let’s stop at this
Jebusite town and spend the night there.”

12“No,” his master said, “we can’t stay in this foreign town where there are no Israelites. Instead, we will
go on to Gibeah. ¥ Come on, let’s try to get as far as Gibeah or Ramah, and we’ll spend the night in one
of those towns.” 1 So they went on. The sun was setting as they came to Gibeah, a town in the land of
Benjamin, 15 so they stopped there to spend the night. They rested in the town square, but no one took
them in for the night.

16 That evening an old man came home from his work in the fields. He was from the hill country of
Ephraim, but he was living in Gibeah, where the people were from the tribe of Benjamin. ¥ When he
saw the travelers sitting in the town square, he asked them where they were from and where they were

going.

18“\We have been in Bethlehem in Judah,” the man replied. “We are on our way to a remote area in the
hill country of Ephraim, which is my home. | traveled to Bethlehem, and now I’'m returning home. But no
one has taken us in for the night, ¥ even though we have everything we need. We have straw and feed
for our donkeys and plenty of bread and wine for ourselves.”

20“You are welcome to stay with me,” the old man said. “I will give you anything you might need. But
whatever you do, don’t spend the night in the square.” %! So he took them home with him and fed the
donkeys. After they washed their feet, they ate and drank together.

2ZWhile they were enjoying themselves, a crowd of troublemakers from the town surrounded the
house. They began beating at the door and shouting to the old man, “Bring out the man who is staying
with you so we can have sex with him.”

The great tragedy of Judges 19 is not that Israel wandered too close to Sodom; it is that Sodom had
taken root among God’s people.

1 Peter 4:17 (NLT)

17 For the time has come for judgment, and it must begin with God’s household. And if judgment begins
with us, what terrible fate awaits those who have never obeyed God’s Good News?

2 Corinthians 7:1 (ESV)

1 Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and
spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God.

James 4:8-10 (NLT)

8 Come close to God, and God will come close to you. Wash your hands, you sinners; purify your hearts,
for your loyalty is divided between God and the world. ? Let there be tears for what you have done. Let
there be sorrow and deep grief. Let there be sadness instead of laughter, and gloom instead of

joy. ®Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up in honor.



3. When there is no king, outrage can replace repentance.
Judges 19:23-30 (NLT)

BThe old man stepped outside to talk to them. “No, my brothers, don’t do such an evil thing. For this
man is a guest in my house, and such a thing would be shameful. *Here, take my virgin daughter and
this man’s concubine. | will bring them out to you, and you can abuse them and do whatever you like.
But don’t do such a shameful thing to this man.”

25 But they wouldn’t listen to him. So the Levite took hold of his concubine and pushed her out the door.
The men of the town abused her all night, taking turns raping her until morning. Finally, at dawn they let
her go. %6 At daybreak the woman returned to the house where her husband was staying. She collapsed
at the door of the house and lay there until it was light.

ZI\When her husband opened the door to leave, there lay his concubine with her hands on the
threshold. 22 He said, “Get up! Let’s go!” But there was no answer. So he put her body on his donkey and
took her home.

2\When he got home, he took a knife and cut his concubine’s body into twelve pieces. Then he sent one
piece to each tribe throughout all the territory of Israel.

30Everyone who saw it said, “Such a horrible crime has not been committed in all the time since Israel
left Egypt. Think about it! What are we going to do? Who’s going to speak up?”

The lowest point is not only what violent men do in the street, but what religious men can stop feeling
in their hearts.

It is possible to be outraged by evil and still refuse to repent of your part in it.
2 Corinthians 7:10 (NLT)

0 For the kind of sorrow God wants us to experience leads us away from sin and results in salvation.
There’s no regret for that kind of sorrow. But worldly sorrow, which lacks repentance, results in spiritual
death.

Joel 2:12-15 (NLT) A Call to Repentance

2That is why the Lord says,
“Turn to me now, while there is time.
Give me your hearts.
Come with fasting, weeping, and mourning.
13Don’t tear your clothing in your grief,
but tear your hearts instead.”
Return to the Lord your God,
for he is merciful and compassionate,
slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love.
He is eager to relent and not punish.
14 Who knows? Perhaps he will give you a reprieve,
sending you a blessing instead of this curse.



Perhaps you will be able to offer grain and wine
to the Lord your God as before.

15Blow the ram’s horn in Jerusalem!
Announce a time of fasting;

call the people together
for a solemn meeting.

John 8:36 (NLT)
3650 if the Son sets you free, you are truly free.

The answer to a people doing what is right in their own eyes is a church returning to the King with all
its heart.



