


The Throne  
and  

the Thorn pt. 2 

2nd Corinthians 12:7-10
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Recap: 
-Worldly 
-Unimpressed With Paul 
-Confused about ministry and purpose 

2 Corinthians = A Call to be a  
Counter-Cultural-Cruciform Community 
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2 Corinthians 12:1-10 NKJV 
(1) It is doubtless not profitable for me 
to boast. I will come to visions and 
revelations of the Lord:
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2 Corinthians 12:1-10 NKJV 
(2) I know a man in Christ who 
fourteen years ago--whether in the 
body I do not know, or whether out of 
the body I do not know, God knows--
such a one was caught up to the third 
heaven.
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2 Corinthians 12:1-10 NKJV 
(3) And I know such a man--whether in 
the body or out of the body I do not 
know, God knows— 
(4) how he was caught up into Paradise 
and heard inexpressible words, which it 
is not lawful for a man to utter.
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2 Corinthians 12:1-10 NKJV 
(5) Of such a one I will boast; yet of 
myself I will not boast, except in my 
infirmities.
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2 Corinthians 12:1-10 NKJV 
(6) For though I might desire to boast, I 
will not be a fool; for I will speak the 
truth. But I refrain, lest anyone should 
think of me above what he sees me to 
be or hears from me.
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2 Corinthians 12:1-10 NKJV 
(7) And lest I should be exalted above 
measure by the abundance of the 
revelations, a thorn in the flesh was 
given to me, a messenger of Satan to 
buffet me, lest I be exalted above 
measure.
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2 Corinthians 12:1-10 NKJV 
(8) Concerning this thing I pleaded with 
the Lord three times that it might 
depart from me.
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2 Corinthians 12:1-10 NKJV 
(9) And He said to me, "My grace is 
sufficient for you, for My strength is 
made perfect in weakness." Therefore 
most gladly I will rather boast in my 
infirmities, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me.
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2 Corinthians 12:1-10 NKJV 
(10) Therefore I take pleasure in 
infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in 
persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's 
sake. For when I am weak, then I am 
strong. 
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v. 7  - Thorns 
Thorns - (skolops) something sharp or 
pointed, like a splinter or stake  
(Num. 33:55; Ezek. 28:24; Hosea 2:6) 

Eye problem prevented “I” problem??? 
(Acts 9:9; Gal. 4:13-15; 6:11; Php 1:29)
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v. 7  - Thorns 
Messenger of Satan -  
(Job 2:7; Matt. 25:41; Luke 13:16; Rev. 
12:7, 9) 

Eye problem prevented “I” problem 
(Acts 9:9; Gal. 4:15; 6:11; Php 1:29)
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v. 8 - I pleaded three times.. 
In Prayer: Requests and Repetition  
(Mat 7:7 ; 26:44; Mark 14:39; Phil. 4:6; 1 
Thess. 5:16-18) 
Possibility: “That does not mean three 
times. It is the Hebrew figure for 
ceaselessly, continuously, over and over 
again.” (Morgan) 18



v. 8 - I pleaded three times.. 
Pleaded =  passionate and repetitious 
That it might depart = escape/healing 
Concerning this thing = not glorifying or 
identifying in it 
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v. 9 - My grace is sufficient for you 
Pleaded =  passionate and repetitious 
That it might depart = escape/healing 
Concerning this thing = not glorifying or 
identifying in it 
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v. 9 - My grace is sufficient for you 
Christ's power may rest on me  = 
 literally, may tabernacle over me 
(Gen 18:27; Exod 3:11; Judg 6:15; 1 Sam 
18:23; Isa 57:15; 1 Pet. 4:14 )
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v. 10 - weak / strong 
take pleasure in = “well contented in.” 
strong = “powerful” in “the power of 
Christ” (Rom. 5:1-6; 8:35-39; 2 Co 12:9; 
2 Co 13:4; Heb 11:34)
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Sufficient Grace & Strengthening Grace 
1. Humble 
2. Prayerful 
3. Dependent 
4. Compassionate 
5. Hopeful 
6. Content
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Romans 5:1-6 NKJV -  
(1) Therefore, having been justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, (2) through whom 
also we have access by faith into this 
grace in which we stand, and rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God.
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Romans 5:1-6 NKJV -  
(3) And not only that, but we also glory 
in tribulations, knowing that tribulation 
produces perseverance; (4) and 
perseverance, character; and character, 
hope.
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Romans 5:1-6 NKJV -  
(5) Now hope does not disappoint, 
because the love of God has been 
poured out in our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit who was given to us. (6) For when 
we were still without strength, in due 
time Christ died for the ungodly.
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“The Lord bless you and keep you; 
The Lord make His face shine upon you, 

And be gracious to you; 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, 

And give you peace.” 
Numbers 6:24-26 NKJV
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