
​  

Summary 
 
 
This powerful Palm Sunday study takes us deep into Matthew 21, where we witness God 

incarnate deliberately submitting Himself to linear time to fulfill prophecy with stunning precision. The 
sermon reveals something extraordinary: Jesus entered Jerusalem exactly 173,880 days after 
Daniel's prophecy declared when Messiah would come. Think about that. Our eternal God, who 
exists outside of time, bound Himself to a specific date to prove His identity beyond doubt. We 
explore how Jesus not only controlled time but also nature and events—commanding an unbroken 
donkey to carry Him peacefully into Jerusalem, cleansing the temple of corrupt money-changers, 
and withering a fruitless fig tree as an object lesson. The fig tree becomes a profound symbol of 
religious systems that appear fruitful from a distance but bear no actual fruit. We see Jesus 
confronting the religious elite who had turned God's house of prayer into a den of thieves, creating a 
legalistic system that enriched themselves while burdening the people. Through three powerful 
parables, Jesus dismantles the entire mountain of religious traditionalism, declaring that tax 
collectors and prostitutes who repent enter God's kingdom before the self-righteous religious 
leaders. The central message rings clear across the centuries: we cannot earn our way to heaven 
through religious performance, sacraments, or good works. Jesus offers us something far 
better—His righteousness in exchange for our sin. This is the gospel: He who knew no sin became 
sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.  
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Points 
 

Title: The Prophetic Arrival: Jesus' Triumphal Entry and the Mountain of Religious Tradition 

Sermon Summary: This Palm Sunday sermon examines Jesus' intentional fulfillment of prophecy as He entered 
Jerusalem exactly 173,880 days after Daniel's prophecy foretold the Messiah's coming. The message contrasts 
Jesus' authentic authority with the fruitless religious system maintained by the Jewish leaders, who had 
transformed God's house of prayer into a profitable enterprise. Through three parables, Jesus demonstrates that 
salvation comes not through religious performance or tradition, but solely through repentance and being born 
again. The sermon emphasizes that Jesus willingly arranged the events of His crucifixion, binding Himself to time 
and human limitations to prove His identity as Messiah and to become sin for humanity's redemption. 

Key Points: 

●​ Jesus fulfilled Daniel's prophecy by entering Jerusalem on the exact day prophesied—173,880 days after 
the decree to rebuild Jerusalem 

●​ God incarnate submitted Himself to linear time, gravity, hunger, pain, and ultimately death to fulfill prophetic 
scripture 

●​ Jesus demonstrated control over events and nature, including riding an unbroken donkey into Jerusalem 
●​ The religious leaders rejected Jesus despite overwhelming prophetic evidence because they didn't want to 

believe 
●​ Jesus cleansed the temple, driving out the money-changers who had turned the Court of the Gentiles into a 

profit-making scheme 
●​ The barren fig tree served as an object lesson representing the fruitlessness of legalistic Judaism 
●​ True authority is earned through service, not through power over people 
●​ Religious tradition and good works cannot save; only repentance and faith in Christ's finished work brings 

salvation 
●​ Tax collectors and harlots entered the kingdom before religious leaders because they believed and 

repented 
●​ The only requirement for salvation is being born again through faith in Jesus Christ 

Scripture References: 

●​ Matthew 21:1-16 (Primary passage - Jesus' triumphal entry and temple cleansing) 
●​ Daniel 9:20-26 (The 70 weeks prophecy) 
●​ 2 Corinthians 5:21 (Jesus became sin for us) 
●​ Genesis 3:15 (First prophecy of Christ crushing Satan) 
●​ Isaiah 52:13-53:12 (The suffering servant prophecy) 
●​ Genesis 49:10-12 (The scepter shall not depart from Judah) 
●​ Zechariah 9:9 (King coming on a donkey) 
●​ Luke 19:41-44 (Jesus weeping over Jerusalem) 
●​ Isaiah 56:1-8 (House of prayer for all nations) 
●​ Jeremiah 7:11 (Den of thieves) 
●​ Psalm 8:2 (Out of the mouth of babes) 
●​ Matthew 23:1-12 (Woe to the scribes and Pharisees) 
●​ John 3:3 (You must be born again) 
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Stories: 

●​ The triumphal entry into Jerusalem with Jesus riding on an unbroken donkey colt while crowds shouted 
"Hosanna" 

●​ Jesus cleansing the temple by overturning the money-changers' tables and driving out those buying and 
selling 

●​ The healing of the blind and lame in the temple courts (people previously excluded by religious leaders) 
●​ The cursing of the barren fig tree as an object lesson about fruitless religion 
●​ Parable of the Two Sons (one said he would work but didn't; the other refused but later went) 
●​ Parable of the Wicked Vinedressers (tenants who killed the landowner's servants and son) 
●​ Parable of the Wedding Feast (invited guests refused to come; others were brought in from the highways; 

one without a wedding garment was cast out) 
●​ Historical reference to the priests tearing their clothes in the streets when Rome removed their authority to 

execute, crying "the law is broken" without recognizing that Shiloh (Messiah) had already come 
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Scripture 
 

Directly Referenced or Read: 

1.​ Matthew 21:1-11 - Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday) 
2.​ 2 Corinthians 5:21 - Christ became sin for us 
3.​ Daniel 9:20-26 - The 70 weeks prophecy (483 years/173,880 days) 
4.​ Daniel 12:11 - The 1,290 days prophecy 
5.​ Genesis 3:15 - The protoevangelium (seed of the woman) 
6.​ Isaiah 52:13-15 and Isaiah 53:1-12 - The suffering servant prophecy 
7.​ Genesis 49:10-12 - The scepter shall not depart from Judah 
8.​ Zechariah 9:9 - King coming riding on a donkey 
9.​ Psalm 118:26 - "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord" 
10.​John 2:1-4 - Wedding at Cana ("My hour has not yet come") 
11.​John 7:1-10 - Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles ("My time has not yet come") 
12.​John 7:28-30 - "His hour had not yet come" 
13.​John 8:14-20 - Jesus' testimony and "his hour had not yet come" 
14.​Luke 19:30 - The colt that had never been ridden 
15.​Mark 4:35-41 - Jesus calms the storm 
16.​Matthew 21:12-17 - Cleansing of the temple 
17.​Isaiah 56:1-8 - "My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations" 
18.​Jeremiah 7:11 - "A den of thieves" 
19.​John 2 - First cleansing of the temple (referenced) 
20.​2 Samuel 5:8 - David's reference to the Jebusites as lame and blind 
21.​Matthew 21:18-22 - The cursing of the fig tree 
22.​Matthew 21:23-27 - Question about Jesus' authority 
23.​Psalm 8:2 - "Out of the mouth of babes" 
24.​Matthew 23:1-12 - Woe to the scribes and Pharisees 
25.​Matthew 21:28-32 - Parable of the two sons 
26.​Matthew 21:33-46 - Parable of the wicked vinedressers 
27.​Isaiah 5 - The vineyard (alluded to) 
28.​Matthew 22:1-14 - Parable of the wedding feast 
29.​John 3:3 - "Unless one is born again" 
30.​Luke 19:41-44 - Jesus weeps over Jerusalem 

Additional References Mentioned: 

31.​Matthew 9:35-36 - Jesus saw people as sheep without a shepherd 
32.​John's Gospel, chapter 2 - Beginning of Jesus' ministry (temple cleansing) 
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Suggested Verses for Themes Discussed: 

●​ Linear time and prophecy fulfillment: Daniel 2:21; Ecclesiastes 3:1 
●​ Jesus as willing sacrifice: John 10:17-18; Philippians 2:5-8 
●​ Religious hypocrisy: Matthew 23:13-36; Mark 7:6-9 
●​ Salvation by faith, not works: Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 3:20-28 
●​ Jesus as the cornerstone: Ephesians 2:20; 1 Peter 2:6-8 
●​ The destruction of Jerusalem (70 AD): Luke 21:20-24 
●​ Tax collectors and sinners entering the kingdom: Luke 15:1-2; Matthew 9:10-13 
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Quotes 
 
God made him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in 
him. 
 
The only thing that prevents the overwhelming evidence for Jesus being who he said he was is a 
refusal to examine it. 
 
Authority is earned by how well you serve people. You win people's hearts by gaining their trust by 
the fact that they are desiring to serve you. Authority over people is never gained by your power over 
people. 
 
Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. None of 
that religious practice means anything to God. 
 
You cannot, by good works or keeping of sacraments, overcome the power of sin in our lives. You 
can't earn your way into the kingdom of heaven. You can only give your life to me and I will save you 
by the work that I did on the cross. 
 
Tax collectors and harlots enter the kingdom of God before you religious leaders. For John came to 
you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but tax collectors and harlots believed 
him. 
 
The scepter shall not depart from Judah nor a lawgiver from between his feet until Shiloh comes. 
Shiloh had indeed come, and they went through the streets tearing their clothes proclaiming the law 
is broken, but they did not know of the existence of this young boy named Jesus. 
 
How can this monolithic mountain of religiosity be cast away? Only through faith in Christ and 
becoming a follower of Christ. 
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Discussion Questions 
 

How does Jesus's submission to linear time and human limitations demonstrate both His divinity 
and His identification with humanity in a way that deepens your understanding of the incarnation? 
 
What does the 173,880-day prophecy from Daniel reveal about God's sovereignty over history, and 
how does this precision impact your faith in His promises yet to be fulfilled? 
 
Why do you think the religious leaders, despite having access to all the prophetic scriptures about 
the Messiah, refused to recognize Jesus, and what warnings does this offer about our own spiritual 
blindness? 
 
How does Jesus's cleansing of the temple expose the difference between authentic worship and 
religious machinery, and where might similar tendencies exist in modern church culture? 
 
What is the significance of Jesus allowing the blind and lame into the temple courts, and how does 
this challenge our understanding of who has access to God's presence? 
 
In what ways does the parable of the barren fig tree illustrate the danger of religious appearance 
without spiritual fruit, and how can we examine our own lives for genuine fruitfulness? 
 
How does Jesus's teaching that authority is earned through service rather than power over people 
challenge contemporary models of leadership both in the church and in society? 
 
What does it mean that tax collectors and prostitutes entered the kingdom before the religious elite, 
and how should this reality shape our approach to evangelism and our view of who is reachable by 
the gospel? 
 
Why is the wedding garment in the parable essential, and what does this teach us about the 
impossibility of entering God's kingdom on our own terms or through our own righteousness? 
 
How does the statement that we must be born again cut through all religious performance and 
tradition, and what does true spiritual rebirth look like in practical terms? 
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Small Group Guide 
 
Small Group Guide: Palm Sunday - The King Arrives 

Opening Prayer 

Begin your time together asking God to open hearts and minds to understand the significance of Jesus' triumphal 
entry and His willing sacrifice for us. 

 
Icebreaker Question 

What traditions or practices from your religious background shaped your early understanding of God? How has 
that changed since coming to faith in Christ? 

 
Key Takeaways 

1. Jesus Fulfilled Prophecy with Precision 

●​ God gave specific prophecies about the Messiah's coming, including the exact day (Daniel 9:24-26) 
●​ Jesus arrived in Jerusalem exactly 173,880 days after the decree to rebuild the temple 
●​ His control over time, events, and nature proved His divine authority 

2. Jesus Exposed Religious Hypocrisy 

●​ The religious leaders created a money-making system that exploited worshipers 
●​ They had all the appearance of fruitfulness (like the fig tree with leaves) but bore no spiritual fruit 
●​ They cared more about maintaining their power and reputation than serving God's people 

3. Authority Comes Through Service, Not Power 

●​ True spiritual authority is earned by serving people, not controlling them 
●​ Jesus demonstrated this by welcoming the blind, lame, and outcasts 
●​ The religious leaders used fear and tradition to maintain their position 
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4. Salvation is by Grace, Not Religious Performance 

●​ Tax collectors and prostitutes entered the kingdom before the religious elite 
●​ No amount of good works, sacraments, or religious activity can save us 
●​ We must be "born again" through personal faith in Jesus Christ alone 

 
Discussion Questions 

Understanding the Text 

1. Why was the specific timing of Jesus' entry into Jerusalem so significant? (Daniel 9:24-26, Matthew 21:1-11) 

●​ What does this precision tell us about God's sovereignty? 
●​ How should this impact our trust in unfulfilled prophecies about Jesus' return? 

2. What was Jesus communicating by riding a donkey instead of a war horse? (Matthew 21:5, Zechariah 9:9) 

●​ How does this contrast with His second coming? 
●​ What does this teach us about humility and power? 

3. Why did Jesus cleanse the temple, and why was this His priority upon entering Jerusalem? (Matthew 21:12-13, 
Isaiah 56:7) 

●​ What had the Court of the Gentiles become? 
●​ What does this reveal about God's heart for accessibility to all people? 

Going Deeper 

4. The religious leaders asked Jesus, "By what authority are you doing these things?" (Matthew 21:23) 

●​ Why did Jesus answer with a question about John the Baptist? 
●​ What did their refusal to answer reveal about their hearts? 
●​ When have you seen people avoid truth because it would require them to change? 

5. Jesus cursed the fig tree as an object lesson (Matthew 21:18-22) 

●​ What did the fig tree represent? 
●​ What is the difference between religious appearance and spiritual fruit? 
●​ How can we examine our own lives for genuine fruit versus mere appearance? 
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6. In the three parables (Matthew 21:28-22:14), what common themes emerge? 

●​ What do these parables teach about obedience versus lip service? 
●​ How do they challenge our assumptions about who is "in" and who is "out" of God's kingdom? 
●​ What warning do they give to religious people? 

Personal Application 

7. The sermon emphasized that "authority is earned by how well you serve people, not by the power you have over 
them." 

●​ Where do you see this principle violated in religious or secular settings today? 
●​ How can you apply this in your own relationships, family, or workplace? 
●​ What does servant leadership look like practically? 

8. Jesus wept over Jerusalem because they "did not know the time of [their] visitation" (Luke 19:41-44) 

●​ What prevents people today from recognizing Jesus for who He is? 
●​ Who in your life might be missing "their day" of opportunity? 
●​ How does this move you to pray or act differently? 

9. The sermon stated: "The only thing that prevents the overwhelming evidence for Jesus being who He said He 
was is a refusal to examine it." 

●​ What "mountains" of religious tradition or family expectations have you had to overcome? 
●​ How can we help others examine the evidence for Christ without being confrontational? 

10. Reflecting on 2 Corinthians 5:21: "He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him." 

●​ How does this verse encapsulate the gospel? 
●​ What religious "performance" are you still tempted to rely on instead of Christ's finished work? 
●​ How would your life change if you fully embraced this truth? 

 
Practical Applications 

This Week's Challenge 

Choose one of the following to practice this week: 

Option 1: Examine Your Fruit 
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●​ Take inventory of your spiritual life. Are you producing genuine fruit (love, joy, peace, patience, etc.) or just 

maintaining religious appearances? 
●​ Identify one area where you've been "all leaves, no fruit" and take a concrete step toward change. 

Option 2: Serve Someone 

●​ Identify someone you can serve this week with no expectation of recognition or return. 
●​ Practice earning relational authority through humble service rather than demanding respect. 

Option 3: Share the Simple Gospel 

●​ Using 2 Corinthians 5:21 as your foundation, share the gospel with someone this week. 
●​ Focus on the simplicity: Jesus took our sin; we receive His righteousness by faith alone. 

Option 4: Prepare for Easter Outreach 

●​ Pray specifically for Gospel in the Park (or your church's Easter outreach). 
●​ Invite someone to attend who needs to hear the message of resurrection. 
●​ Volunteer to serve in some capacity. 

 
Memory Verse 

2 Corinthians 5:21 "For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of 
God in Him." 

 
Prayer Focus 

Praise: 

●​ Thank God for His precise fulfillment of prophecy 
●​ Praise Jesus for His willing sacrifice 
●​ Celebrate the simplicity of the gospel 

Confession: 

●​ Confess any areas where you've relied on religious performance rather than grace 
●​ Ask forgiveness for times you've valued tradition over truth 
●​ Repent of seeking authority through control rather than service 

Intercession: 

●​ Pray for those trapped in religious systems that emphasize works over grace 
●​ Pray for your church's Easter outreach efforts 
●​ Pray for friends and family who haven't yet recognized Jesus as Messiah 
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Commitment: 

●​ Ask God to help you bear genuine spiritual fruit 
●​ Pray for courage to choose truth over tradition 
●​ Commit to serving others as Jesus served 

 
Closing Reflection 

As we approach Easter, let's remember that Jesus didn't stumble into crucifixion—He orchestrated it. He arranged 
every detail, fulfilled every prophecy, and willingly laid down His life. The question isn't whether Jesus has 
authority; the question is whether we will recognize and submit to it. 

Final Question: If tax collectors and prostitutes could enter the kingdom before the religious elite, what hope does 
that give you? What challenge does it present? 
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Daily Devotional 
 
 
5-Day Devotional: The King Who Came to Save 

Day 1: The God Who Keeps His Promises 

Reading: Daniel 9:20-27 

Devotional: God is not bound by time, yet He chose to enter our timeline with perfect precision. The prophecy 
given to Daniel specified exactly when Messiah would come—173,880 days from the decree to rebuild Jerusalem. 
Jesus arrived on Palm Sunday exactly on schedule. What does this mean for you? The God who kept His promise 
to send a Savior is the same God who keeps every promise in His Word. When you feel uncertain about God's 
timing in your life, remember that He is never early, never late, but always perfectly on time. His faithfulness to 
prophecy demonstrates His faithfulness to you personally. 

Reflection Question: What promise from God's Word do you need to trust Him for today? 

 
Day 2: Religion vs. Relationship 

Reading: Matthew 21:12-17; Isaiah 56:1-7 

Devotional: Jesus cleansed the temple because religious leaders had turned His Father's house of prayer into a 
marketplace of performance. They created a system where people tried to earn God's favor through rituals and 
rules, blocking the very access to God that people desperately needed. Today, we can fall into the same 
trap—thinking our good works, church attendance, or moral behavior make us acceptable to God. But Jesus 
welcomes the blind, the lame, the broken, and the humble. He doesn't want your religious performance; He wants 
your heart. Authority in God's kingdom isn't gained through power over others, but through humble service and 
genuine love. 

Reflection Question: Are you trying to earn God's love, or are you resting in the love He's already given? 

 
Day 3: The Mountain That Must Move 

Reading: Matthew 21:18-22; Mark 11:12-14, 20-24 

Devotional: The barren fig tree represented a religious system full of leaves but void of fruit—impressive on the 
outside but spiritually empty within. Jesus says that mountains of religious tradition, cultural pressure, and human 
systems that block people from God can be moved through faith and prayer. What mountain stands between you 
and deeper intimacy with Christ? Perhaps it's the weight of family expectations, the burden of past religious hurt, 
or the fear of what others might think. Jesus declares that these mountains, no matter how massive they appear, 
can be cast into the sea. True spiritual fruit comes not from striving but from abiding in Christ through faith. 
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Reflection Question: What "mountain" in your life needs to be surrendered to God's authority today? 

 
Day 4: The Invitation Still Stands 

Reading: Matthew 22:1-14; Luke 14:15-24 

Devotional: God's kingdom is like a wedding feast where the invitation goes out to everyone—the good and the 
bad, the religious and the irreligious, the respectable and the outcast. Many who received the first invitation refused 
to come, too busy with their farms and businesses, too comfortable with their current lives. But God's grace 
extends beyond the expected guests. He invites people from the highways and byways—anyone willing to come. 
The only requirement is wearing the wedding garment He provides: the righteousness of Christ. You cannot bring 
your own goodness; you must accept His. The invitation is open, but it requires a response. Will you come as you 
are and receive what only He can give? 

Reflection Question: Have you truly accepted God's invitation, or are you still trying to make yourself worthy first? 

 
Day 5: Born Again—The Only Way 

Reading: John 3:1-21; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 

Devotional: Jesus spoke clearly to Nicodemus, a respected religious leader: "Unless one is born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God." No amount of religious pedigree, moral achievement, or spiritual knowledge can 
substitute for the new birth that comes through faith in Christ. God made Jesus, who knew no sin, to become sin 
for us so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. This is the gospel: not that we climb up to God 
through our efforts, but that God came down to us in Christ. Salvation is not about doing more good than bad; it's 
about dying to self and being raised to new life in Jesus. Have you experienced this supernatural rebirth, or are you 
still relying on your own goodness? 

Reflection Question: Can you identify a moment when you were truly born again, or is today that moment? 

 
Closing Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank You for entering time to save us from sin. Help us move beyond empty religion 
into genuine relationship with You. Remove every mountain that blocks our path to You. We accept Your invitation 
to the feast and receive the righteousness You freely offer. Make us truly born again, living in the power of Your 
resurrection. In Jesus' name, Amen 
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