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What does it look like to worship God when everything has gone wrong? In Acts 16, we find
ourselves walking alongside a missionary team that traveled over 700 miles in obedience to a divine
vision, only to end up beaten, bloodied, and chained in the darkest cell of a Roman prison. Yet it is
precisely there, in that pitch-black dungeon with backs cut to ribbons and feet locked in stocks, that
something extraordinary happens. Paul and Silas begin to pray and sing hymns to God, and the other
prisoners listen. This passage challenges us to reconsider what worship really is. It is not a feeling we
wait for. It is a decision we make, a declaration that only God can provide relief from or in the situation
we find ourselves in. When we allow that truth to become the engine of our lives rather than the caboose,
everything changes. And in this story, everything literally does. An earthquake shakes the prison, chains
fall off, doors fly open, and a hardened jailer falls trembling to the ground asking the most important
question any person can ask: what must | do to be saved? The answer given that night is the same
answer available to us today, and it carries the same power to transform a life in an instant.
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Title: Worship, Witness, and the Sovereign Hand of God in Philippi

Sermon Summary: Drawing from Acts 16:11-40, this sermon traces Paul's missionary journey into
Philippi, a Roman colony, and examines three remarkable encounters: the conversion of Lydia, the
exorcism of a demon-possessed slave girl, and the salvation of a prison jailer. Throughout these
events, the pastor highlights the interplay between God's sovereignty and human responsibility in
salvation, demonstrating that God orchestrates circumstances to open hearts while individuals
retain the responsibility to respond. A central emphasis is placed on worship as the chief outward
expression of love for God, illustrated powerfully by Paul and Silas singing hymns in a dark dungeon
following a severe beating. Their worship triggered a divine earthquake, preserved the jailer's life,
and led to his entire household's salvation. The sermon also addresses the reality of demonic
activity in the modern world and the exclusive protection that being born again provides against it.
Throughout, the pastor calls believers to trust in God's unchanging love regardless of
circumstances, and urges the unsaved to respond to the conviction of the Holy Spirit.

Key Points:

- When the Holy Spirit closes a door, believers are called to stop, wait, and trust God for further
direction rather than forcing their own path forward

- God's sovereignty and human responsibility work together in salvation, as seen in the opening of
Lydia's heart and her subsequent response to the gospel

- Philippi was a Roman citizen colony, a deliberate replica of Rome, which explains the anti-Semitic
charges brought against Paul and Silas and the absence of a Jewish synagogue

- The slave girl's demonic spirit, identified in the Greek as a spirit of Python, was connected to the
Oracle of Delphi and the broader world of pagan divination, which is real spiritual deception even if
the mythology surrounding it is false

- Satan's theology is accurate in content but demonic in source and intent, as shown by the slave
girl correctly identifying Paul's mission while seeking to corrupt it through association

- Paul waited many days before casting out the demon, likely at the direction of the Holy Spirit,
allowing the public witness to build before the dramatic exorcism

- Worship in the midst of suffering is not merely emotional expression but a declaration that only
God can provide relief, and it is precious to God and a powerful witness to others

- The prisoners who heard Paul and Silas worship remained in the prison even after the earthquake
freed them, demonstrating the transformative power of authentic worship on those who witness it
- The jailer's question, "What must | do to be saved," arose directly from witnessing worship under
suffering, showing that worship is one of the most effective forms of evangelism

- Demonic possession is a present and growing reality, and the only protection from it is being born
again and indwelt by the Holy Spirit

- Born-again believers cannot be demonically possessed, though they can be oppressed, because
the Holy Spirit who dwells within them is greater than the one who is in the world

- Paul's insistence on a public release from prison was a deliberate political act to protect future
Christians in Philippi from unjust treatment

- God's love for believers is unconditional, immutable, and not diminished by any circumstance,
including pain, imprisonment, loss, or suffering
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Scripture Reference:

- Acts 16:11-40, the primary passage covering Paul's arrival in Philippi, Lydia's conversion, the
exorcism of the slave girl, imprisonment, the earthquake, and the jailer's salvation

- 1 John 4:4, affirming that the Holy Spirit within believers is greater than the demonic power at work
in the world

- 1 John 4:17-19, on perfect love casting out fear and the truth that believers love God because he
first loved them

- Hebrews 13:15, calling believers to continually offer the sacrifice of praise through Christ

- Psalm 34:1, David's declaration to bless the Lord at all times regardless of circumstances

- Habakkuk 3:17-18, the prophet's declaration of joy in God despite total material loss

- James 1:2-3, on counting trials as joy because the testing of faith produces endurance

- John 16:8-11, Jesus describing the Holy Spirit's work of convicting the world of sin, righteousness,
and judgment

Stories:

- The vision of the Macedonian man pleading with Paul to come to Europe, which redirected the
entire missionary journey westward and whose identity remains unresolved, with the jailer or the
demon-possessed girl offered as possible candidates

- Lydia, a wealthy seller of purple dye from Thyatira, whose heart God opened by the riverside prayer
meeting outside Philippi, resulting in her household's baptism and her generous hospitality to Paul's
team

- The demon-possessed slave girl who followed Paul for many days crying out accurate declarations
about his ministry, until Paul commanded the spirit to leave her in the name of Jesus Christ,
immediately ending her masters' profitable fortune-telling enterprise

- The arrest, public beating, and imprisonment of Paul and Silas on false charges brought by the
slave girl's masters, who were motivated by financial loss rather than genuine legal grievance

- Paul and Silas praying and singing hymns at midnight in the innermost dungeon while fastened in
stocks, with the other prisoners listening, followed by a divine earthquake that opened all the prison
doors and loosed every chain

- The jailer drawing his sword to Kill himself upon seeing the open prison doors, being stopped by
Paul's shout that all prisoners remained, and then falling trembling before Paul and Silas to ask how
to be saved

- The jailer washing Paul and Silas's wounds, his entire household being baptized that same night,
and the household rejoicing together over their newfound faith

- The historical and mythological background of the Oracle of Delphi, the giant python slain by
Apollo, and the high priestess Pythia, used to explain the nature of the demonic spirit that possessed
the slave girl

- The fasces, the bundle of rods carried by Roman lictors, explained as the origin of the word
fascism and illustrated by its appearance on the Mercury dime and on the Lincoln Memorial
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Scripture
Directly Referenced
Acts 16:6
Acts 16:9
Acts 16:10

Acts 16:11-15

Acts 16:16-24

Acts 16:25-34

Acts 16:35-40

Acts 18:2

1 John 4:4

1 John 4:17-19

Psalm 22 (alluded to, God inhabiting the praises of his people)
Psalm 34:1

Hebrews 13:15

Habakkuk 3:17-18

James 1:2-3

John 16:8

Romans 3:23

John 3:7 (alluded to, must be born again)
John 14:6

Alluded to Without Direct Citation

2 Corinthians 12 (Paul's account of being beaten with rods three times)
Acts 14 (Paul being stoned and left for dead at Lystra)

Psalm 22:3 (God inhabiting the praises of his people)

Hebrews 13:8 (God the same yesterday, today, and forever)

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (rejoice always, pray without ceasing)
Ephesians 6:10-12 (spiritual warfare, demonic forces)
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Quotes

When the Holy Spirit prevents you by whatever means necessary, from moving in the direction you sense the
leading to go, stop and wait for further instruction. That's called a closed door.

Satan's theology is perfect. Satan knows everything that's going on in the spiritual realm. He's very aware of that,
and his theology is perfect, probably better than ours, more complete than ours, because his existence is in the
spiritual realm.

Worshiping God as we see here is the chief outward expression of our love for God and worshiping God in the
midst of the worst of our trials, think about it, is precious to God and a powerful witness of our love for God to
man.

If you think of a train and you make the engine of the train how you feel, you may never get there. How you feel
should be the caboose.

Worship displays the power of God in a life devoted to God. It is a recognition and a pronouncement and a
declaration. Only God can provide relief from or in the situation that | find myself in.

Rather than protesting their innocence, as would be expected, they weren't doing what they were accused of.
Instead of protesting their innocence, as would be expected of a normal human being, they proclaimed instead
God's glory.

Our only protection from demonic possession is to be born again. Our only protection from demonic possession is
to be born again.

The world hates exclusivity. But truth is always exclusive. Two plus two has always been four. You can't make it five
just because you feel like it.

Lydia was saved by the word, wasn't she? The jailer was saved by worship.

You see, Jesus is choosing you right now. And the question is, will you choose him?



calvary
chapel

guwlf “coast

Discussion Questions

The sermon describes how the Holy Spirit closed doors to Asia before opening the door to Macedonia -- how have
you experienced a closed door in your own life that later revealed a greater divine purpose, and what did that
season of waiting teach you about trusting God's timing?

Paul traveled 720 miles to share the gospel with a small group of women by a riverside, ultimately leading to Lydia
and her entire household being saved -- what does this level of commitment and sacrifice say about how seriously
we should take our own responsibility to share the gospel with those around us?

The sermon highlights the paradox of God's sovereignty and human responsibility in salvation, using Lydia as an
example where God opened her heart and she responded -- how do you personally reconcile these two truths in
your own understanding of salvation and evangelism?

Paul and Silas chose to worship God through prayer and singing hymns at midnight while beaten, bloodied, and
imprisoned in stocks in a dark dungeon -- what does this tell us about the nature of genuine worship, and how
does your own worship life hold up when circumstances are at their worst?

The sermon points out that the demon-possessed girl was speaking theological truth about Paul and his team,
reminding us that Satan's theology can be accurate even while his purposes are corrupt -- how should this reality
shape the way we discern spiritual truth and evaluate spiritual influences in our lives?

The jailer was saved through witnessing worship, while Lydia was saved through hearing the Word -- what does
the variety of ways God draws people to himself in this passage suggest about how we should approach sharing
the gospel with different people in our lives?

The sermon emphasizes that our only protection from demonic possession is being born again and indwelt by the
Holy Spirit, citing 1 John 4:4 -- how does this truth shape the urgency with which you pray for and pursue the
salvation of unsaved family members and friends?

Paul chose to remain in the prison after the earthquake even though he was free to leave, an act that ultimately
saved the jailer's life and led to his conversion -- in what ways might God be calling you to remain in a difficult
situation for the sake of someone else's salvation or spiritual growth?

The sermon draws a connection between the spirit of python in Greek mythology and real demonic activity, arguing
that what the culture dismisses as myth or superstition can mask genuine spiritual darkness -- how should an
awareness of the reality of demonic activity change the way you engage with the cultural and moral shifts
happening around you?

The mysterious Macedonian man in Paul's vision cried out 'come and help us' rather than 'come and help me,’
suggesting a heart burdened for the salvation of an entire people -- how does your own prayer life reflect a concern
not just for your personal needs but for the spiritual condition of your community and the world?
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Small Group Guide
Acts 16:11-40 | Worship, Witness, and the Work of the Holy Spirit

Before You Meet

Encourage group members to read Acts 16:11-40 before gathering. Ask them to come prepared to share one thing
that stood out to them from the passage or the sermon.

Key Takeaways

1. Closed Doors Require Patience, Not Panic When the Holy Spirit prevents forward movement, the right
response is to stop and wait for further divine instruction rather than forcing a path forward.

2. God's Sovereignty and Human Responsibility Work Together The account of Lydia's conversion illustrates
that God prepares the heart and the individual responds. Both realities are true and necessary. As the pastor noted,
"God opened Lydia's heart to hear, and Lydia responded to what she heard."

3. Worship Is the Chief Outward Expression of Love for God Paul and Silas did not protest their innocence or
despair in prison. They worshiped. That worship became a powerful witness to every prisoner within earshot and
ultimately led to the jailer's salvation.

4. Worship Is Most Powerful When It Costs Something Praising God in the midst of suffering is described in
Hebrews 13:15 as a sacrifice of praise. The harder the circumstance, the more meaningful and effective the act of
worship.

5. Our Only Protection from Demonic Possession Is the New Birth As 1 John 4:4 reminds us, the one who lives
in the born-again believer is greater than the one who is in the world. Being born again is not optional spiritual
growth -- it is essential spiritual protection.

6. The Holy Spirit Convicts the World The jailer's question -- "What must | do to be saved?" -- was the direct
result of the Holy Spirit's conviction working through the witness of worship. Evangelism is ultimately the Holy
Spirit's work, not ours alone.

Discussion Questions

Opening Question Go around the group and share briefly: Can you think of a time when a door closed in your life
that you later realized was God redirecting you? What happened next?
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Section 1: Closed Doors and Divine Redirection (Acts 16:11-12)

1.

The Holy Spirit prevented Paul's team from going to Asia, and they eventually received new direction
through a vision. What is the difference between a closed door and a lack of faith? How do you personally
discern the difference?

The pastor said, "When the Holy Spirit prevents you, by whatever means necessary, from moving in the
direction you sense the leading to go, stop and wait for further instruction. Don't start flailing around like a
bumper car." Have you ever pushed through a closed door anyway? What was the result?

Section 2: Lydia's Conversion and the Sovereignty of God (Acts 16:13-15)

3. The second half of Acts 16:14 captures a profound truth in just a few words: the Lord opened Lydia's heart,

and Lydia responded to what she heard. How does this verse speak to the tension between God's
sovereignty and human responsibility in salvation? Where do you land on that tension, and why?

The pastor shared that he was not saved until age 38, and that God had been working through life events to
prepare his heart long before he heard and responded to the gospel. Can you identify moments in your own
life -- before your conversion -- where you now see God was at work preparing you?

Lydia immediately opened her home to Paul's entire team after her conversion. What does her response tell
us about the nature of genuine saving faith? What did your own response to salvation look like in the days
and weeks that followed?

Section 3: The Demon-Possessed Girl (Acts 16:16-24)

6. The demon-possessed girl said something theologically accurate about Paul and his team, yet Paul was

greatly annoyed and eventually cast the spirit out. Why do you think Paul waited many days before acting?
What does this teach us about discernment and timing in spiritual matters?

The pastor pointed out that Satan's theology is perfect -- he knows exactly who God is -- yet that
knowledge does not save him. What is the difference between knowing about God and genuinely knowing
God? How does that distinction show up in everyday life?

The girl's masters profited from her demonic possession and had Paul and Silas arrested when that profit
was taken away. Where do you see similar patterns today -- people profiting from or exploiting the spiritual
and moral brokenness of others? How should believers respond?

Section 4: Worship in the Dungeon (Acts 16:25-34)
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9. Paul and Silas had been publicly stripped, severely beaten, and thrown into the innermost part of the prison
in stocks. Their response was to pray and sing hymns. What do you think made that response possible?
What would your honest response have been?

10. The pastor said, "Worshiping God in the midst of the worst of our trials is precious to God and a powerful
witness of our love for God to man." The prisoners were listening. Has your response to a difficult season
ever become a witness to someone around you -- whether you intended it to or not?

11. The pastor referenced Habakkuk 3:17-18, where the prophet declares he will rejoice in God even if
everything fails and every resource disappears. What is the hardest circumstance in which you have ever
chosen to worship? What happened in your heart as a result?

12. The jailer asked, "What must | do to be saved?" after witnessing the worship of Paul and Silas and the
supernatural earthquake. The sermon suggests worship displays the power of God in a life devoted to God.
Do you believe your personal worship life -- private and corporate -- has the capacity to draw others toward
Christ? Why or why not?

Section 5: Paul's Public Stand (Acts 16:35-40)

13. Paul refused to leave quietly once he learned that he and Silas, as Roman citizens, had been beaten without
a trial. He made a public statement to protect future believers in Philippi. What does this tell us about the
relationship between the gospel and civic responsibility? Are there situations today where believers should
make similar stands?

Practical Applications
Choose one or more of the following to discuss as a group and commit to practicing before your next meeting.

1. Identify Your Closed Doors If you are currently facing a situation where a door seems to be closing, resist the
urge to force it open. Spend time this week in prayer specifically asking God for clarity on the next direction rather
than manufacturing your own.

2. Examine Your Worship Honestly evaluate your posture during corporate worship. Are you allowing the Holy
Spirit to lead your engagement, or are you holding back out of habit or self-consciousness? This week, make one
deliberate choice to enter worship more fully -- whether by standing, raising your hands, singing more openly, or
arriving earlier to pray.

3. Practice Worship in a Difficult Moment Identify one current trial, frustration, or area of grief in your life. Before
your next small group meeting, make a deliberate choice on at least one occasion to respond to that difficulty with
praise rather than complaint. Come prepared to share what happened.

4. Share the Gospel with Someone The jailer's salvation began with a question: "What must | do to be saved?"
Think of one person in your life who may be asking that question internally. Pray for them by name this week and
ask God for an opportunity to speak the truth of the gospel to them clearly and lovingly.
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5. Pray for Protection If there is someone in your group or in your family who is not yet born again, commit as a
group to pray specifically for them by name this week -- that God would open their heart as he opened Lydia's, and
that the Holy Spirit would bring conviction as he did with the Philippian jailer.

Closing Prayer Focus
Close your time together by praying through these four areas:

e Gratitude -- Thank God for his sovereignty in arranging the circumstances of your own salvation.
Intercession -- Pray by name for those in your circles who are not yet born again.

e Protection -- Ask for the protection of the Holy Spirit over your group members and their households in a
spiritually hostile world.

e Surrender -- Invite the Holy Spirit to lead your worship, both in this group and in your individual daily lives.

Recommended Scripture for Further Study This Week

Psalm 34:1 -- David's commitment to bless God at all times
Habakkuk 3:17-18 -- Rejoicing in God despite total loss
Hebrews 13:15 -- The continual sacrifice of praise

1 John 4:4 -- The greater one who lives in the believer

John 16:8-11 -- The Holy Spirit's work of conviction in the world
2 Corinthians 12:10 -- Strength made perfect in weakness
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Daily Devotional

5-Day Bible Reading Plan and Devotional Guide

Based on Acts 16 and Related Themes

Day 1: When God Closes a Door

Reading: Acts 16:6-10; Proverbs 3:5-6 (a call to trust God's direction rather than leaning on your own
understanding); Isaiah 55:8-9 (a reminder that God's ways and thoughts are far above our own)

Devotional:

Paul and his team were stopped by the Holy Spirit from going where they intended. No explanation was given. No
timeline was offered. Just a closed door. It is deeply human to resist closed doors, to push against them, to
question whether God truly knows what he is doing. But the same Spirit who closed the door to Asia opened a
vision pointing toward Macedonia. God's redirection is never abandonment. It is precision. When a door closes in
your life, resist the urge to flail, as the sermon described it, like a bumper car. Stop. Be still. Wait for further divine
instruction. The closed door is not the end of the story. It is often the beginning of the better one.

Personal Reflection: Where in your life has God recently closed a door? Have you been waiting faithfully, or have
you been forcing your own way forward?

Practical Application: Identify one area of your life where you have been striving against a closed door. Spend
time in prayer today surrendering that area to God and asking him to make his redirection clear.

Day 2: The God Who Opens Hearts

Reading: Acts 16:13-15; Ezekiel 36:26-27 (God's promise to replace a heart of stone with a heart of flesh and to
put his Spirit within his people); John 6:44 (the truth that no one comes to God unless the Father draws them)

Devotional:

Lydia was not in a synagogue. She was not among religious elites. She was a businesswoman sitting by a river
with a small group of women gathered for prayer. And yet God had been preparing her heart long before Paul
arrived. The sermon captures this beautifully: God opened Lydia's heart to hear, and Lydia responded to what she
heard. Salvation is never the result of human cleverness or persuasive argument alone. It is the sovereign work of
God working through human responsibility. God arranges the circumstances. He prepares the heart. He sends the
messenger. And then he invites a response. The same God who opened Lydia's heart is at work in the hearts of
people around you right now.
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Personal Reflection: Think about the life events that brought you to the moment of your own salvation. How was
God preparing your heart long before you recognized it?

Practical Application: Write down the names of two or three people in your life whose hearts you are praying God
would open. Commit to praying for them daily this week and looking for opportunities to share the gospel with
them.

Day 3: The Power of Worship in the Dark

Reading: Acts 16:22-25; Psalm 34:1 (David's declaration that he will bless the Lord at all times, that his praise will
continually be in his mouth); Habakkuk 3:17-18 (the prophet's resolve to rejoice in God even when everything
around him has failed)

Devotional:

Paul and Silas had been stripped, beaten until their skin was torn open, thrown into the deepest part of a
pitch-dark prison, and locked into stocks designed to cause maximum discomfort. And at midnight, they prayed
and sang hymns to God. This was not performance. This was not denial of their pain. This was the overflow of
hearts that had been gripped by a love greater than their suffering. Worship in the dark is not pretending the dark is
not dark. It is declaring that God is greater than the dark. The sermon reminds us that worshiping God in the midst
of the worst of our trials is precious to God and a powerful witness to man. The prisoners were listening. Someone
is always listening.

Personal Reflection: What is your midnight season right now? What would it look like to offer God genuine praise
in the middle of it?

Practical Application: Choose a specific time today, even if it is inconvenient or uncomfortable, to stop and offer
God audible praise. Speak it or sing it. Do not wait until you feel like it. Let the act of worship lead your feelings
rather than follow them.

Day 4: Greater is He Who is in You

Reading: Acts 16:16-18; 1 John 4:4 (the assurance that the one who lives in born-again believers is greater than
the one who is in the world); Luke 10:19 (Jesus granting his followers authority over the power of the enemy)

Devotional:

The demon-possessed girl spoke true words about Paul's ministry, but the source of those words was corrupt.
Satan's theology may be accurate, but his intentions are always destructive. He sought to tie the message of the
gospel to the confusion of Greek mythology and thereby undermine it. Paul waited, not out of uncertainty, but out
of obedience, until the Holy Spirit said it was time. Then he commanded the spirit to leave, and it did immediately.
This is the reality of the born-again life. The Spirit who lives within every believer is greater than any force the
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enemy can bring against them. Demonic oppression is real, but demonic possession of a Spirit-filled believer is not
possible. You are not defenseless. You are indwelt.

Personal Reflection: Are there areas of your life where the enemy has been working to confuse, distract, or
undermine your faith? How does the truth of 1 John 4:4 speak to those areas?

Practical Application: Memorize 1 John 4:4 today. Write it on a card and place it somewhere you will see it
repeatedly. When fear or spiritual oppression presses in, speak it aloud as a declaration of truth.

Day 5: What Must | Do to Be Saved

Reading: Acts 16:27-34; John 3:3 (Jesus declaring that a person must be born again to see the kingdom of God);
John 14:6 (Jesus identifying himself as the only way to the Father); Romans 10:9-10 (the straightforward
declaration of what saving faith looks like in practice)

Devotional:

The jailer had heard the worship. He had felt the earthquake. He had seen the prison doors open and the prisoners
remain. And he came trembling, asking the most important question a human being can ever ask: what must | do
to be saved? The answer Paul gave was not complicated. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. Not believe in a
system. Not believe in a set of rules. Believe on a person. The jailer and his entire household were saved and
baptized that same night. Their lives were transformed in a single hour by the grace of the gospel. The same offer
stands today. The same Jesus who saved the jailer is calling to every person who has not yet answered.

Personal Reflection: Have you personally answered the question the jailer asked? If so, when did you last reflect
with gratitude on what it cost God to make your salvation possible?

Practical Application: If you have never placed your faith in Jesus Christ for salvation, today is the day to do so.
Confess your sin, believe that Jesus died and rose again to pay for it, and surrender your life to him. If you are
already a believer, share the gospel with one person this week, plainly and without apology, as Paul did by the river
and in the prison.
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