
​LIFE OF PAUL​
​Week 15 | Acts 16:16–40​

​1.​ ​God’s Plan Is Bigger Than Our Circumstances​
​Paul and Silas were simply being obedient to God, yet they were falsely accused, beaten, and imprisoned.​
​Sometimes obedience to God does not mean an easy road.​

​God may allow us to walk through something difficult because He has a bigger purpose in it.​

​2.​ ​Our Praise Should Not Be Conditional​
​Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God in the middle of their suffering.​
​“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!”​​— Philippians 4:4​

​Their circumstances didn’t change their calling. Their pain didn’t conquer their purpose.​
​Our faith, joy, and praise come from God, not from our circumstances.​

​3.​ ​Your Suffering Has An Audience​
​The other prisoners were listening as Paul and Silas prayed and worshiped. People are watching how we​
​respond when life gets hard.​

​God can turn our prisons into a platform.​
​Our coworkers are watching.​
​Our neighbors are watching.​
​Our children are watching.​
​The way we respond to hardship can point people toward Jesus.​

​4.​ ​The Miracle Wasn’t Just For Paul And Silas​
​God sent an earthquake that opened the prison doors and released their chains, but Paul and Silas stayed.​
​Why? Because the miracle wasn’t ultimately about their freedom.​

​It was about the jailer’s salvation.​
​“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”​​— Acts 16:30​
​Paul cared more about the jailer’s eternity than his own freedom.​

​5.​ ​Ask God To Use Your Trial​
​Instead of only asking God to remove our struggles, we can ask Him to use them for His purpose and glory.​
​Joseph’s pit.​
​Daniel’s den.​
​Jonah’s sea.​
​Paul and Silas’ prison.​

​God can use our pain to reach someone else.​
​Don’t let your pain trump your purpose.​
​God is still working when life doesn’t make sense.​
​Our circumstances may change, but​​God’s purpose​​remains.​


