“The Kingdom is Here”

Isaiah 66:8 NLT 8 Who has ever seen anything as strange as
this? Who ever heard of such a thing?
Has a nation ever been born in a single day?
Has a country ever come forth in a mere moment?
But by the time Jerusalem’s birth pains begin,
her children will be born.

Isaiah 60:22 NLT 22 The smallest family will become a
thousand people, and the tiniest group will become a mighty
nation. At the right time, |, the Lord, will make it happen.”

Hebrews 4:12 NLT 12 For the word of God is alive and
powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword,
cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It
exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.

Luke 8:1-15 NIV 1 After this, Jesus traveled about from one
town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of
the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, 2 and also
some women who had been cured of evil spirits and
diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven
demons had come out; 3 Joanna the wife of Chuza, the
manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others.
These women were helping to support them out of their own
means.

4 While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming
to Jesus from town after town, he told this parable: 5 “A
farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the
seed, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the
birds ate it up. 6 Some fell on rocky ground, and when it
came up, the plants withered because they had no
moisture.7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with



it and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil. It
came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was
sown.”

When he said this, he called out, “Whoever has ears to hear,
let them hear.”

9 His disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10 He
said, “The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God
has been given to you, but to others | speak in parables, so
that,

“‘though seeing, they may not see;
though hearing, they may not understand.’

11 “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word
of God.12 Those along the path are the ones who hear, and
then the devil comes and takes away the word from their
hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 13 Those
on the rocky ground are the ones who receive the word with
joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for
a while, but in the time of testing they fall away. 14 The seed
that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they
go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches and
pleasures, and they do not mature.15 But the seed on good
soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear
the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.

Luke 8:1 NIV 1 After this, Jesus traveled about from one town
and village to another, proclaiming the good news of the
kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him,

around

a fellowship far closer and more intimate



The kingdom is near

Mark 4:33-34 NIV “With many similar parables Jesus spoke
the word to them, as much as they could understand. He did
not say anything to them without using a parable. But when
he was alone with his own disciples, he explained
everything.”

Acts 4:13 NLT 13 The members of the council were amazed
when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, for they
could see that they were ordinary men with no special
training in the Scriptures. They also recognized them as men
who had been with Jesus.

Luke 8:11 NIV “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed
is the word of God.

Luke 8:12 NIV Those along the path are the ones who hear,
and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their
hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved.

The seed always wins

Galatians 6:9 NIV 9 Let us not become weary in doing good,
for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give

up.

Isaiah 55:10-11 NLT 10 “The rain and snow come down from
the heavens and stay on the ground to water the earth.
They cause the grain to grow,

producing seed for the farmer

and bread for the hungry.11 It is the same with my word.

| send it out, and it always produces fruit.
It will accomplish all | want it to,

and it will prosper everywhere | send it.



