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Esther 2:1-5, 7-23 NLT 

1 But after Xerxes’ anger had subsided, he began thinking about Vashti and what she had done and the 

decree he had made. 2 So his personal attendants suggested, “Let us search the empire to find 

beautiful young virgins for the king. 3 Let the king appoint agents in each province to bring these 

beautiful young women into the royal harem at the fortress of Susa. Hegai, the king’s eunuch in charge 

of the harem, will see that they are all given beauty treatments. 4 After that, the young woman who 

most pleases the king will be made queen instead of Vashti.” This advice was very appealing to the 

king, so he put the plan into effect. 5 At that time there was a Jewish man in the fortress of Susa whose 

name was Mordecai son of Jair. He was from the tribe of Benjamin and was a descendant of Kish and 

Shimei.  Verse 7: This man had a very beautiful and lovely young cousin, Hadassah, who was also 

called Esther. When her father and mother died, Mordecai adopted her into his family and raised her 

as his own daughter. 8 As a result of the king’s decree, Esther, along with many other young women, 

was brought to the king’s harem at the fortress of Susa and placed in Hegai’s care. 9 Hegai was very 

impressed with Esther and treated her kindly. He quickly ordered a special menu for her and provided 

her with beauty treatments. He also assigned her seven maids specially chosen from the king’s palace, 

and he moved her and her maids into the best place in the harem. 10 Esther had not told anyone of her 

nationality and family background, because Mordecai had directed her not to do so. 11 Every day 

Mordecai would take a walk near the courtyard of the harem to find out about Esther and what was 

happening to her. 12 Before each young woman was taken to the king’s bed, she was given the 

prescribed twelve months of beauty treatments—six months with oil of myrrh, followed by six months 

with special perfumes and ointments. 13 When it was time for her to go to the king’s palace, she was 

given her choice of whatever clothing or jewelry she wanted to take from the harem. 14 That evening 

she was taken to the king’s private rooms, and the next morning she was brought to the second 

harem, where the king’s wives lived. There she would be under the care of Shaashgaz, the king’s 

eunuch in charge of the concubines. She would never go to the king again unless he had especially 

enjoyed her and requested her by name. 15 Esther was the daughter of Abihail, who was Mordecai’s 

uncle. (Mordecai had adopted his younger cousin Esther.) When it was Esther’s turn to go to the king, 

she accepted the advice of Hegai, the eunuch in charge of the harem. She asked for nothing except 



what he suggested, and she was admired by everyone who saw her. 16 Esther was taken to King Xerxes 

at the royal palace in early winter of the seventh year of his reign. 17 And the king loved Esther more 

than any of the other young women. He was so delighted with her that he set the royal crown on her 

head and declared her queen instead of Vashti. 19 Even after all the young women had been 

transferred to the second harem and Mordecai had become a palace official, 20 Esther continued to 

keep her family background and nationality a secret. She was still following Mordecai’s directions, just 

as she did when she lived in his home. 

 

Mordecai’s Loyalty to the King 

21 One day as Mordecai was on duty at the king’s gate, two of the king’s eunuchs, Bigthana and 

Teresh—who were guards at the door of the king’s private quarters -became angry at King Xerxes and 

plotted to assassinate him. 22 But Mordecai heard about the plot and gave the information to Queen 

Esther. She then told the king about it and gave Mordecai credit for the report. 23 When an investigation 

was made and Mordecai’s story was found to be true, the two men were impaled on a sharpened pole. 

This was all recorded in The Book of the History of King Xerxes’ Reign.” 

 

Esther 3:1-6,8 NLT 

1 Some time later King Xerxes promoted Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite over all the other 

nobles, making him the most powerful official in the empire. 2 All the king’s officials would bow down 

before Haman to show him respect whenever he passed by, for so the king had commanded. But 

Mordecai refused to bow down or show him respect. 3 Then the palace officials at the king’s gate asked 

Mordecai, “Why are you disobeying the king’s command?” 4 They spoke to him day after day, but still 

he refused to comply with the order. So they spoke to Haman about this to see if he would tolerate 

Mordecai’s conduct, since Mordecai had told them he was a Jew. 5 When Haman saw that Mordecai 

would not bow down or show him respect, he was filled with rage.  6 He had learned of Mordecai’s 

nationality, so he decided it was not enough to lay hands on Mordecai alone. Instead, he looked for a 

way to destroy all the Jews throughout the entire empire of Xerxes. Verse 8: Then Haman approached 

King Xerxes and said, “There is a certain race of people scattered through all the provinces of your 

empire who keep themselves separate from everyone else. Their laws are different from those of any 

other people, and they refuse to obey the laws of the king. So it is not in the king’s interest to let them 

live. ' 



Esther 4:13-14 NLT 

13 “Mordecai sent this reply to Esther: “Don’t think for a moment that because you’re in the palace you 

will escape when all other Jews are killed. 14 If you keep quiet at a time like this, deliverance and relief 

for the Jews will arise from some other place, but you and your relatives will die. Who knows if perhaps 

you were made queen for just such a time as this?” 

 

Esther 6:1-10 NLT 

1 That night the king had trouble sleeping, so he ordered an attendant to bring the book of the history 

of his reign so it could be read to him. 2 In those records he discovered an account of how Mordecai 

had exposed the plot of Bigthana and Teresh, two of the eunuchs who guarded the door to the king’s 

private quarters. They had plotted to assassinate King Xerxes. 3 “What reward or recognition did we 

ever give Mordecai for this?” the king asked. His attendants replied, “Nothing has been done for him.” 

4 “Who is that in the outer court?” the king inquired. As it happened, Haman had just arrived in the 

outer court of the palace to ask the king to impale Mordecai on the pole he had prepared. 5 So the 

attendants replied to the king, “Haman is out in the court.” “Bring him in,” the king ordered. 6 So Haman 

came in, and the king said, “What should I do to honor a man who truly pleases me?” Haman thought 

to himself, “Whom would the king wish to honor more than me?”  7 So he replied, “If the king wishes 

to honor someone, 8 he should bring out one of the king’s own royal robes, as well as a horse that the 

king himself has ridden—one with a royal emblem on its head. 9 Let the robes and the horse be handed 

over to one of the king’s most noble officials. And let him see that the man whom the king wishes to 

honor is dressed in the king’s robes and led through the city square on the king’s horse. Have the 

official shout as they go, ‘This is what the king does for someone he wishes to honor!’” 10 “Excellent!” 

the king said to Haman. “Quick! Take the robes and my horse, and do just as you have said for Mordecai 

the Jew, who sits at the gate of the palace. Leave out nothing you have suggested!” 

 

Esther 7:1-6 NLT 

1 So the king and Haman went to Queen Esther’s banquet. 2 On this second occasion, while they were 

drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, “Tell me what you want, Queen Esther. What is your 

request? I will give it to you, even if it is half the kingdom!” 3 Queen Esther replied, “If I have found favor 

with the king, and if it pleases the king to grant my request, I ask that my life and the lives of my people 

will be spared. 4 For my people and I have been sold to those who would kill, slaughter, and annihilate 



us. If we had merely been sold as slaves, I could remain quiet, for that would be too trivial a matter to 

warrant disturbing the king.” 5 “Who would do such a thing?” King Xerxes demanded. “Who would be 

so presumptuous as to touch you?” 6 Esther replied, “This wicked Haman is our adversary and our 

enemy.” Haman grew pale with fright before the king and queen. 

 

Col. 2:13-15 NLT 

13 You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then God 

made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. 14 He canceled the record of the charges against 

us and took it away by nailing it to the cross. 15 In this way, he disarmed the spiritual rulers and 

authorities. He shamed them publicly by his victory over them on the cross. 

 

Luke 10:19-20 NLT This is Jesus talking to his disciples here:  

19 “Look, I have given you authority over all the power of the enemy, and you can walk among snakes 

and scorpions and crush them. Nothing will injure you. 20 But don’t rejoice because evil spirits obey 

you; rejoice because your names are registered in heaven.” 

 

John 14:12-14 NLT 

12 “I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have done, and even greater 

works, because I am going to be with the Father. 13 You can ask for anything in my name, and I will do 

it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father. 14 Yes, ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it! 

 

That’s Mark 2:22 NIV 

22 “And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. For the wine would burst the wineskins and the wine 

and the skins would both be lost. New wine calls for new wineskins.” 

 

John 16:13 NKJV 

13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak 

on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. 


