
Sermon Outline - Sun, Aug 16, 2020 - Jubilee – REJOICE 
(Leviticus 25:13-24; Isaiah 43:16-19) 
 
**Review** – Last week of studying Jubilee /Sabbath year – the cycle God established for Israel 
that called for the land to rest every 7 years and for a total reset every 50 years. We have 
studied 6 R practices that are important to really leaning into Jubilee. We’ve talked about Rest, 
Reliance on God, Reset, Release, and last week Restore. God’s restoration was about actual 
making Israel Great Again by helping that those at the center of the pain become agents of 
transformation. This week we explore the last R - Rejoice 
 
**Exegesis** 
* After 6 weeks of looking at Leviticus 25:1-24 (55 verses total) we focus in on 9-10 
* Here the Bible calls on folks to take a moment to really celebrate the year of Jubilee 
* Starts w/ Yom Kippur (holiest day of Jewish calendar) in the new year. 
* Time of celebration for everyone. Old school festivals – everything stopped, and the full 
community leaned into the celebration 
* Our Isaiah scripture paints a strong picture of the joy of God’s anointed moment 
* The joy is stronger for those who have experienced deep shame and dispossession 
* Brings everything into right relationship – the people w/ God, each other, and the land 
 
**Key Points** – REJOICE  
1. **Proclaim Liberty** - Say it loud – We’re Free and We’re Proud. (Isaiah 61:10) – Get dressed 
up not just literally but also spiritually. Use horns, music, and festive spirit to revel in your 
freedom and that of everyone – together.  
2. **Return to your Place**. Go back to your happy place and reconnect. Sit on the porch, lay in 
the field. Be in the place that you feel rooted and see it flourish. (Is 61:11) 
3. **Return to your Peeps. ** Be in that place where everybody knows your name. Where 
people can love you and joke about you. Where folks know you at your worst so they can 
celebrate you at your best – they can see the progress. (Isaiah 61:9) 
 
Some of us are so quick to see what needs to change but we don’t always make room to 
celebrate how far we have come. There are times when we need to lament, but do we make 
the time to celebrate? We must make time to thank God for all that God is doing and to mark 
our individual and collective liberation. Creating opportunities to celebrate, times that are 
rooted in the goodness of God and the joy of life are important. Wedding metaphor – a 
celebration of love and a commitment to walk this life together in the good and the bad. To 
fully experience jubilee, we must make time to be jubilant! 
 
**Core Questions** –  
1. Where is your place that you feel rooted?  When do you make time to return there? 
2. Who are your peeps that know your name? How do you connect with them? Do you have it 
in the place that you are most of the time? If not, how can you build that? 
3. Let’s practice rejoicing even in this year – Even during this crazy time – where can you look 
back over the last year and see growth personally and/or at New Roots? 



4. How can we build rejoicing into our practices as a community, so we celebrate together? 


