
Sermon Outline - Sun, Sep 12, 2021- What a God Plan Looks Like 
 
Overview:  We are continuing our conversation about Calling and Discernment that will go 
through the months of September and October. We are digging in to the story of Nehemiah as 
a man who really leaned into his calling. 
 
Exegesis 

• Recap of Nehemiah 
o After at least 70 years in captivity God calls Nehemiah to lead the people back 
o Jerusalem was in shambles 
o Connects with Jeremiah 29:11 (For surely I know the plans I have for you, 

says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a 
future with hope.) 

o Nehemiah leads the people with the focus on rebuilding the city.  
o How did Nehemiah get clear about God’s plan and how to execute? How do we 

get clear in a time where the goal doesn’t seem that obvious? 
o God has a big plan for the world that is bigger than we can grasp but there are 

some characteristics that are consistent…… 
 

Key Points – What a God Plan Looks Like 
• Puts God First – not about idols of people or money or anything else we can worship 
• Long view – God is not short term. Doesn’t think in terms of fiscal cycles or even the 

limits of our life space. Calling connects with history and orients toward the future 
• Activates others – God’s big plan cannot be pulled off by one person so if it is legit 

there are other people who are also called to the same thing by maybe with a 
different role 

• Necessitates Growth – if you can do it based on exactly where you are now it is not 
big enough to be God’s plan. If it stretches you to places you don’t think you can go 
– that ‘s probably it. 

 
This pattern persists throughout the scriptures as we look at so many people that have to find 
their calling – Esther, Paul, Deborah, Moses, Jesus. These characteristics were present for them 
and they are present for us when we are walking in our calling. 
 
Questions 

1. What things are competing to be first in your life besides God (work, family, money, the 
approval of others, etc.)?  

2. How are you connecting to your past and imagining towards the future so that you can 
take the long view like God? How can Biblical study support a long view orientation? 

3. Where are you connecting with like-minded people who have a similar vision or calling? 
How might you connect with others with the same hopes and dreams? 

4. What growth are you resisting in your life? What scares you about it? How can spiritual 
practice help you get free and focused? 


