
RE:IMAGINE 
Part 3:  God in the Dirt 

Text: John 13:1-17
John 13:1–17 (ESV): Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his 
hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were 
in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 During supper, when the devil had already put 
it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the 
Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was 
going back to God, 4 rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a 
towel, tied it around his waist. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash 
the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He 
came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered 
him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 
8 Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not 
wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet 
only but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed 
does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, 
but not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, 
“Not all of you are clean.” 12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer 
garments and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I have 
done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14 If I 
then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another’s feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I 
have done to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, 
nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you know these things, 
blessed are you if you do them.

1: Jesus was the new Passover. 

BIBLE VERSE
John 1:29
The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world! 

BIBLE VERSE
John 2:18–22
18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” 
19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 
up.” 20 The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and 
will you raise it up in three days?” 21 But he was speaking about the temple of 



his body. 22 When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word 
that Jesus had spoken. 

2:  Jesus’ time had come. 

BIBLE VERSE
John 12:23-25; 27
23 And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth 
and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 Whoever loves his 
life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 
26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant 
be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him...27 “Now is my soul 
troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this 
purpose I have come to this hour. 

3:  Jesus displays the action of supreme love.

Religion says you must ascend to God, but Christ descend to us.

BIBLE VERSE
John 12:1–3 
12 Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus 
was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 So they gave a dinner for him 
there. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at table. 
3 Mary therefore took a pound of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and 
anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair. The house was filled 
with the fragrance of the perfume.

BIBLE VERSE
Isaiah 1:18 
18 “Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though your sins are like 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they 
shall become like wool. 

What do we learn about Jesus washing his disciples feet?

No one is above serving.
No one is below being served. 

BIBLE VERSE
Philippians 2:1–11
2 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 
participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by 



being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 
mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others 
more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, 
which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not 
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking 
the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on 
him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

BIBLE VERSE
John 13:15
For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to 
you.

The focus is on desire, not duty.


