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Last week, we began our journey through Genesis by affirming that God created
everything. Today, we will follow the biblical story from our origins to our ultimate
destination. When considering how everything began, two primary explanations are
commonly offered. The first is the biblical account of creation recorded in Genesis 1. The
second is the theory of evolution. Although people may develop theories about where and
how life began, only God can reveal what truly happened. Paul connects creation with our
destination by using it to illustrate salvation in 2 Corinthians 4:6. Jesus is the incarnate
Word of God and the Savior of the world. With that foundation, let us examine the
miraculous account of creation and discover how it points from our origin to our
destination.

I. God’s Explanation of Creation

Astronomers, geologists, botanists, zoologists, biologists, and scientists in other fields
analyze the creation that God spoke into existence. They develop hypotheses and theories
to explain what they observe. Properly understood, science and Scripture do not
contradict one another. Problems arise when scientific interpretations begin by rejecting
God as Creator. For example, critics of conventional dating methods argue that circular
reasoning can occur when fossils are used to date rocks and rock layers are then used to
date fossils. In Exodus 20:11, Moses recalls that God created the heavens, the earth, and
everything in them in six days. Under a literal reading of the passage, these are understood
as ordinary 24-hour days rather than billions of years.

e How can studying the natural world deepen our appreciation of God as Creator?

e What does it mean to say that science and Scripture do not contradict each other
when properly understood?

¢ How might a person’s starting beliefs influence the way scientific evidence is
interpreted?

e What concerns are raised by the claim that fossils date rocks while rock layers also
date fossils?
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Il. _God’s Principle of Separation

Throughout creation, God established the principle of separation. He separated light from
darkness, the waters above from the waters below, and day from night. Likewise, those
who belong to God are called to live distinctly rather than conforming to the values of the
world. In 2 Corinthians 6:14, Paul warns believers not to be unequally bound with
unbelievers, asking, “What fellowship has light with darkness?” His words emphasize the
spiritual distinction between those who follow Christ and those that oppose the truth of
the gospel.

e  What does the pattern of separation in creation teach us about God's order and
purpose?

e What does it mean for Christians to live distinctly without completely withdrawing
from people who do not share their beliefs?

e In what practical ways can believers resist conforming to the values of the world?

e How can believers demonstrate the light of Christ while maintaining a clear spiritual
distinction from beliefs that oppose the gospel?

Ill. God’s Portrait of Salvation

If we reject Jesus and His gift of salvation, our destination is eternal separation from Him.
In 2 Corinthians 4:6, Paul illustrates salvation using creation: “For God, who said, ‘Light
shall shine out of darkness,’ is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.” Through Christ, God brings light and
gives us the knowledge of His glory. Astronomers study billions of stars in our galaxy and
millions of other galaxies containing billions of stars, yet God spoke them allinto existence.

The Bible devotes two chapters to the creation account, while the rest of Scripture unfolds
God’s plan of redemption and points us toward our eternal destination.

e How does scripture and our origin help us understand our destination?

e How does “Light shall shine out of darkness™ connect our origin with salvation?

e How does the vastness of the universe deepen your understanding of God's power
and glory?

e Why do you think the Bible gives relatively little space to the creation account but
devotes so much attention to God's plan of redemption?

e How should the reality of our eternal destination influence the way we respond to
Jesus and live today?
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