
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, “Let my people go, that they may hold 
a feast to me in the wilderness.” But Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that I 
should obey his voice and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, and 
moreover, I will not let Israel go.” Exodus 5:1b-2 
 

God’s Will Does Not Change Because of Opposition  
Exodus 5 

• Pharaoh Challenges Yahweh (1-2) 

• Pharaoh Oppresses Yahweh’s Chosen People (3-21) 

• Yahweh’s Chosen Leader is Left Questioning God (22-23) 
 

God’s Will Does Not Change Because of Spiritual Deafness  
Exodus 6-7:7 

• God’s Chosen People did not listen due to depression and 
exhaustion (6:9) 

• God’s Enemy would not listen due to a hardened heart (7:3) 
 

God’s Will Does Not Change Because of Counterfeit Messengers  
Exodus 7:8-13 

• Galatians 1:6-10 

 

God graciously and repeatedly gave Moses a clear message of divine 
deliverance in the midst of physical opposition and he was called to obey the 
voice of God over the fear of man. Like Moses, God has clearly spoken to us 
through His Word, the Bible, and we are called to obey Him even in the midst 
of opposition. The question for most of us today is, “Who will we fear and 
obey?” God’s desire for us is that we fear and love Him supremely and in 
turn obey Him completely. “The fear of man lays a snare, but whoever trusts 
in the Lord is safe,” Proverbs 29:25. 
 
 
 
 

The fear of man ensnares 

The fear of god empowers 
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KEY VERSE: Exodus 5:1–2 (ESV)  

1 Afterward Moses and Aaron went and said to Pharaoh, “Thus says 

the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘Let my people go, that they may hold a 

feast to me in the wilderness.’ ” 2 But Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, 

that I should obey his voice and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, 

and moreover, I will not let Israel go.”  

Key Phrase: 

The words I am the LORD occur four times in 6:2–8. As the Lord, 

Yahweh, He is with His own and is always faithful and true to them.1 

Notes on Magicians: 
But when they did this Pharaoh’s magicians duplicated the feat by their 
secret arts, probably miracles empowered by Satan, not merely some 
sleight-of-hand trickery. Satan is able to perform “all kinds of counterfeit 
miracles, signs, and wonders” (2 Thes. 2:9) that deceive (2 Thes. 2:10; Rev. 
13:11–15; cf. Matt. 24:24). Perhaps two of these men were Jannes and 
Jambres, who “opposed Moses” (2 Tim. 3:8). 

The conjurers were also able to duplicate the turning of water to blood 
(Ex. 7:22) and the appearance of the frogs (8:7), the first two plagues. 
However, Aaron’s staff-snake consumed those of the magicians, thus 
demonstrating God’s superior power. 

Moses and Aaron, emissaries of God, confronted the emissaries of 
Satan, the gods of Egypt, and their magicians. Each of the judgments to 
follow smashed some aspect of Egypt’s religious life (i.e., Satan’s domain), 
culminating in the death of their heir-god, Amenhotep II’s firstborn son. The 
God of Israel triumphed over the powers of darkness. As God had predicted 
(4:21; 7:3; cf. v. 22; 8:15, 19) Pharaoh’s heart was not enabled to heed the 
message and demonstrate repentance by releasing the people (7:13). God 
demonstrates His absolute sovereignty over mankind by using them as He 
pleases; some, like Moses, to honor Him and others, like Amenhotep II, to 
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dishonor Him. Both kinds of people bring glory to God though it is beyond 
man’s finite ability to understand how this can be.2 
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