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As we explore this passage from Exodus that displays the glory and power of God
through His sending of 10 plagues that decimate a country and its ruler we are
experiencing our own global pandemic via the coronavirus. Now like few times in
history we can identify in a small way the helplessness that the Egyptians felt and
like the Egyptians we are reminded of just how futile and powerless we truly are.

God is greater than the idol of religion
For | will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and | will strike all the
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt
| will execute judgments: | am the LORD. Exodus 12:12 (ESV)

God is greater than the idol of wealth
Pharaoh had become accustomed to using the 600,000 able-bodied men as
his personal workforce, and letting them leave would come at a great personal
and national expense to him and Egypt. Pharaoh’s unwillingness to release his
grip on his workforce and submit to Yahweh led to economic ruin for his
country and eventually the death of hundreds of thousands including his
firstborn and Pharaoh himself.

God is greater than the idol of self
Pharaoh repeatedly was shown the power of Yahweh and even his own
magicians and servants asked Pharaoh to listen to Yahweh (Ex. 9:11-12, 10:7)
but Pharaoh would not listen. Pharaoh continued to harden his heart against
Yahweh.

God created us to worship Him and this hardwire to worship will lead us to either
worship Him or worship lesser idols of the heart. An idol of the heart is anyone,
any thing or any idea that we run to, depend on or worship in place of God. Over
the past few weeks, we have seen God expose the futility of self-reliance, wealth
& power through the COVID-19 pandemic. My question for you and me this
morning is this, what idols of our heart is God exposing and will we dethrone these
idols and restore Christ to His proper seat on the throne of our heart?
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GobD WILL NoT SHARE His WORSHIP
WITH THE IDOLS OF YOUR HEART
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1)

2)

3)

4)

Share one thing you learned or that stuck out to
you from the study this morning.

The past few weeks have brought our nation to a
grinding halt and caused most everyone to slow
down and take stock of life. What idols of the heart
is God exposing in our lives right now?

God has said in His Word that He is a jealous God
and He will not share His glory with another. What
are three practical steps you can make individual or
as a family to demonstrate your worship of God
alone.

In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, what can you do
as an individual or family unit to make the most of
this time?
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Y The plagues of Egypt are well known, but a deep study reveals that each

~ wasadirect challenge to the various Egyptian gods and goddesses. The
plagues affected the Egyptians’ physical senses as well as their hearts with
reminders that Jehovah God was far superior to any of their gods. He exer-

cised power at will while the Egyptian gods remained helpless against Him.
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SCRIPTURE

Exodus 7:14-11:10; 12:29-32 (ESV)
Hardened — 13 times
The LORD said — 17 times

Let my people go — 10 times

In the morning — 3 times (presents the plagues in triads)

The Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart -

Chapter 7
Plague 1: WATER TO BLOOD

14 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is
hardened; he refuses to let the people go. * Go to
Pharaoh in the morning, as he is going out to the water.
Stand on the bank of the Nile to meet him, and take in
your hand the staff that turned into a serpent. *6 And you
shall say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews,
sent me to you, saying, “Let my people go that they may
serve me in the wilderness.” But so far, you have not
obeyed. ¥’ Thus says the LORD, “By this you shall know
that | am the LORD: behold, with the staff that is in my
hand I will strike the water that is in the Nile, and it shall
turn into blood. *® The fish in the Nile shall die, and the
Nile will stink, and the Egyptians will grow weary of
drinking water from the Nile.” > 1°* And the LORD said
to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and stretch
out your hand over the waters of Egypt, over their rivers,
their canals, and their ponds, and all their pools of water,
so that they may become blood, and there shall be blood
throughout all the land of Egypt, even in vessels of wood
and in vessels of stone.” ” 2 Moses and Aaron did as the
LorD commanded. In the sight of Pharach and in the
sight of his servants he lifted up the staff and struck the
water in the Nile, and all the water in the Nile turned into
blood. 2 And the fish in the Nile died, and the Nile
stank, so that the Egyptians could not drink water from
the Nile. There was blood throughout all the land of
Egypt. % But the magicians of Egypt did the same by

Observations:

Pharaoh’s heart is
hardened

Yahweh calls for His
people to be let go

Aaron and his staff
initiate the plague

All Nile water turns to
blood whether in the
Nile, fed by the Nile or
taken from the Nile.

Magicians performed
the same miracle by

their secret arts

Lasted 7 days




their secret arts. So Pharaoh’s heart remained hardened,
and he would not listen to them, as the LORD had said.
2 Pharaoh turned and went into his house, and he did
not take even this to heart. 2* And all the Egyptians dug
along the Nile for water to drink, for they could not drink
the water of the Nile. 2° Seven full days passed after the
LORD had struck the Nile.

Plague 2: FROGS
Chapter 8

1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh and
say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, “Let my people go that
they may serve me. 2 But if you refuse to let them go,
behold, I will plague all your country with frogs.  The
Nile shall swarm with frogs that shall come up into your
house and into your bedroom and on your bed and into
the houses of your servants and your people, and into
your ovens and your kneading bowls. # The frogs shall
come up on you and on your people and on all your
servants.” > ” % And the LORD said to Moses, “Say to
Aaron, ‘Stretch out your hand with your staff over the
rivers, over the canals and over the pools, and make
frogs come up on the land of Egypt!”” © So Aaron
stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt, and the
frogs came up and covered the land of Egypt. 7 But the
magicians did the same by their secret arts and made
frogs come up on the land of Egypt. 8 Then Pharaoh
called Moses and Aaron and said, “Plead with the LORD
to take away the frogs from me and from my people, and
I will let the people go to sacrifice to the LORD.” ® Moses
said to Pharaoh, “Be pleased to command me when [ am
to plead for you and for your servants and for your
people, that the frogs be cut off from you and your
houses and be left only in the Nile.” ** And he said,
“Tomorrow.” Moses said, “Be it as you say, so that you
may know that there is no one like the LORD our God. 1
The frogs shall go away from you and your houses and
your servants and your people. They shall be left only in
the Nile.” > So Moses and Aaron went out from
Pharaoh, and Moses cried to the LORD about the frogs,
as he had agreed with Pharaoh. * And the LorD did
according to the word of Moses. The frogs died out in
the houses, the courtyards, and the fields. * And they
gathered them together in heaps, and the land stank. °
But when Pharaoh saw that there was a respite, he

Yahweh calls for His
people to be let go

Aaron and his staff
initiate the plague

Magicians performed
the same miracle by
their secret arts

Pharaoh relents,
Moses Prays, God
removes the Plague

Pharaoh hardens his
heart




hardened his heart and would not listen to them, as the
LorD had said.

Plague 3: GNATS

16 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron,
‘Stretch out your staff and strike the dust of the earth, so
that it may become gnats in all the land of Egypt.” ” ¥/
And they did so. Aaron stretched out his hand with his
staff and struck the dust of the earth, and there were
gnats on man and beast. All the dust of the earth became
gnats in all the land of Egypt. 1® The magicians tried by
their secret arts to produce gnats, but they could not. So
there were gnats on man and beast. ** Then the
magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God.”
But Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he would not
listen to them, as the LORD had said.

Aaron and his staff
initiate the plague

The magicians cannot
reproduce the plague
and attribute this
plague to the finger of
God

Pharaoh Hardens His
Heart and won’t listen
to the magicians

Plague 4: FLIES

20 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Rise up early in the
morning and present yourself to Pharaoh, as he goes out
to the water, and say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, “Let
my people go that they may serve me. 2 Or else, if you
will not Let my people go behold, | will send swarms of
flies on you and your servants and your people, and into
your houses. And the houses of the Egyptians shall be
filled with swarms of flies, and also the ground on which
they stand. 22 But on that day I will set apart the land of
Goshen, where my people dwell, so that no swarms of
flies shall be there, that you may know that | am the
LorD in the midst of the earth. 2 Thus | will put a
division between my people and your people. Tomorrow
this sign shall happen.” > ?* And the LorD did so.
There came great swarms of flies into the house of
Pharaoh and into his servants’ houses. Throughout all
the land of Egypt the land was ruined by the swarms of
flies. 2° Then Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron and said,
“Go, sacrifice to your God within the land.” ?® But
Moses said, “It would not be right to do so, for the
offerings we shall sacrifice to the LORD our God are an
abomination to the Egyptians. If we sacrifice offerings
abominable to the Egyptians before their eyes, will they
not stone us? 2 We must go three days’ journey into the
wilderness and sacrifice to the LORD our God as he tells
us.” 28 So Pharaoh said, “I will let you go to sacrifice to
the LORD your God in the wilderness; only you must not
go very far away. Plead for me.” 2° Then Moses said,
“Behold, I am going out from you and I will plead with

2" Triad of plagues
started with “in the
morning”

Yahweh calls for His
people to be let go

Yahweh does not
allow the plague to
affect the Israelites

Plague is not initiated
by Aaron’s staff,
Yahweh just sends the
flies.

Pharaoh agrees to let
the people go but they
must stay within the
Land, Moses objects,
Pharaoh agrees to let
the people go but they
can’t go far

Moses pleads with
Yahweh to remove the




the LORD that the swarms of flies may depart from
Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people,
tomorrow. Only let not Pharaoh cheat again by not
letting the people go to sacrifice to the LORD.” *° So
Moses went out from Pharaoh and prayed to the LORD.
31 And the LoRrD did as Moses asked, and removed the
swarms of flies from Pharaoh, from his servants, and
from his people; not one remained. % But Pharaoh
hardened his heart this time also, and did not let the
people go.

flies, Yahweh removes
the flies

Pharaoh hardens his
heart

Chapter 9
Plague 5: DEATH OF LIVESTOCK

1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh and
say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, the God of the
Hebrews, “Let my people go that they may serve me. 2
For if you refuse to let them go and still hold them, 3
behold, the hand of the LoRrD will fall with a very severe
plague upon your livestock that are in the field, the
horses, the donkeys, the camels, the herds, and the
flocks. # But the LorD will make a distinction between
the livestock of Israel and the livestock of Egypt, so that
nothing of all that belongs to the people of Israel shall
die.” > ” 5 And the LORD set a time, saying, “Tomorrow
the LORD will do this thing in the land.” ® And the next
day the LoRrD did this thing. All the livestock of the
Egyptians died, but not one of the livestock of the people
of Israel died. ” And Pharaoh sent, and behold, not one
of the livestock of Israel was dead. But the heart of
Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the people go.

Yahweh calls for His
people to be let go

The Lord makes
distinction between
Israel and Egypt

Pharaoh’s heart is
hardened

Plague 6: BOILS

8 And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “Take
handfuls of soot from the kiln, and let Moses throw them
in the air in the sight of Pharaoh. ° It shall become fine
dust over all the land of Egypt, and become boils
breaking out in sores on man and beast throughout all
the land of Egypt.” © So they took soot from the kiln
and stood before Pharaoh. And Moses threw it in the air,
and it became boils breaking out in sores on man and
beast. ' And the magicians could not stand before
Moses because of the boils, for the boils came upon the
magicians and upon all the Egyptians. 12 But the LORD
hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he did not listen to
them, as the LORD had spoken to Moses.

There appears to be
no break between
death of livestock and
the boils.

Moses initiates plague
by throwing dust into
the air

Yahweh hardens
Pharaoh’s heart




Plague 7: HAIL

13 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Rise up early in the
morning and present yourself before Pharaoh and say to
him, ‘Thus says the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, “Let
my people go that they may serve me. ** For this time |
will send all my plagues on you yourself, and on your
servants and your people, so that you may know that
there is none like me in all the earth. *> For by now |
could have put out my hand and struck you and your
people with pestilence, and you would have been cut off
from the earth. 6 But for this purpose | have raised you
up, to show you my power, so that my name may be
proclaimed in all the earth. 17 You are still exalting
yourself against my people and will not let them go. 8
Behold, about this time tomorrow | will cause very
heavy hail to fall, such as never has been in Egypt from
the day it was founded until now. ** Now therefore send,
get your livestock and all that you have in the field into
safe shelter, for every man and beast that is in the field
and is not brought home will die when the hail falls on
them.” > > 2 Then whoever feared the word of the LORD
among the servants of Pharaoh hurried his slaves and his
livestock into the houses, % but whoever did not pay
attention to the word of the LORD left his slaves and his
livestock in the field. 22 Then the LORD said to Moses,
“Stretch out your hand toward heaven, so that there may
be hail in all the land of Egypt, on man and beast and
every plant of the field, in the land of Egypt.” 2 Then
Moses stretched out his staff toward heaven, and the
LorD sent thunder and hail, and fire ran down to the
earth. And the LORD rained hail upon the land of Egypt.
24 There was hail and fire flashing continually in the
midst of the hail, very heavy hail, such as had never been
in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation. 2 The
hail struck down everything that was in the field in all
the land of Egypt, both man and beast. And the hail
struck down every plant of the field and broke every tree
of the field. % Only in the land of Goshen, where the
people of Israel were, was there no hail. 2’ Then Pharaoh
sent and called Moses and Aaron and said to them, “This
time | have sinned; the LORD is in the right, and | and
my people are in the wrong. ?® Plead with the LORD, for
there has been enough of God’s thunder and hail. I will
let you go, and you shall stay no longer.” 2° Moses said
to him, “As soon as I have gone out of the city, I will
stretch out my hands to the LoRD. The thunder will
cease, and there will be no more hail, so that you may

3rd Triad of plagues
started with “in the
morning”

Yahweh calls for His
people to be let go

Yahweh again reveals
purpose of the plagues
is to demonstrate His
power and spread His
fame

Egyptians who feared
Yahweh were able to
spare their lives and
the lives of the
livestock by bringing
them indoors, those
that didn’t head
Yahweh's warnings
were struck by the
hail.

Moses told to initiate
the miracle by
stretching his hands
towards heaven, he in
turn stretches his staff
towards heaven.

Pharaoh says he has
sinned, agrees to let
Israelites go and asks
Moses to plead on his
behalf.

Moses pleads with
God and hail stops

Pharaoh hardens his
heart




know that the earth is the LORD’s. *° But as for you and
your servants, | know that you do not yet fear the LORD
God.” 3 (The flax and the barley were struck down, for
the barley was in the ear and the flax was in bud. 2 But
the wheat and the emmer were not struck down, for they
are late in coming up.) ** So Moses went out of the city
from Pharaoh and stretched out his hands to the LORD,
and the thunder and the hail ceased, and the rain no
longer poured upon the earth. 3 But when Pharaoh saw
that the rain and the hail and the thunder had ceased, he
sinned yet again and hardened his heart, he and his
servants. * So the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and
he did not let the people of Israel go, just as the LORD
had spoken through Moses.

Chapter 10
Plague 8: LOCUSTS

1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh, for
I have hardened his heart and the heart of his servants,
that I may show these signs of mine among them, 2 and
that you may tell in the hearing of your son and of your
grandson how | have dealt harshly with the Egyptians
and what signs | have done among them, that you may
know that | am the LoRD.” ® So Moses and Aaron went
in to Pharaoh and said to him, “Thus says the LORD, the
God of the Hebrews, ‘How long will you refuse to
humble yourself before me? Let my people go that they
may serve me. * For if you refuse to Let my people go
behold, tomorrow I will bring locusts into your country,
5 and they shall cover the face of the land, so that no one
can see the land. And they shall eat what is left to you
after the hail, and they shall eat every tree of yours that
grows in the field, © and they shall fill your houses and
the houses of all your servants and of all the Egyptians,
as neither your fathers nor your grandfathers have seen,
from the day they came on earth to this day.” ”” Then he
turned and went out from Pharaoh. 7 Then Pharaoh’s
servants said to him, “How long shall this man be a snare
to us? Let the men go, that they may serve the LORD
their God. Do you not yet understand that Egypt is
ruined?” ® So Moses and Aaron were brought back to
Pharaoh. And he said to them, “Go, serve the LORD your
God. But which ones are to go?” ® Moses said, “We will
go with our young and our old. We will go with our sons
and daughters and with our flocks and herds, for we
must hold a feast to the LoRrD.” ¥ But he said to them,
“The LORD be with you, if ever | let you and your little

Yahweh hardens
Pharaoh’s heart so
that Moses and His
people would know
that He is the Lord.

Yahweh calls for His
people to be let go

Moses initiates the
plague by stretching
out his hands/staff
over the land of Egypt.

Pharaoh admits he has
sinned and pleads to
have Moses plead with
Yahweh

Moses pleads with
Yahweh and Yahweh
drives the locusts into
the red sea with a
strong wind.

Yahweh hardens
Pharaoh’s heart




ones go! Look, you have some evil purpose in mind. !
No! Go, the men among you, and serve the LORD, for
that is what you are asking.” And they were driven out
from Pharaoh’s presence. *? Then the LORD said to
Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the land of Egypt for
the locusts, so that they may come upon the land of
Egypt and eat every plant in the land, all that the hail has
left.” 13 So Moses stretched out his staff over the land of
Egypt, and the LORD brought an east wind upon the land
all that day and all that night. When it was morning, the
east wind had brought the locusts. ' The locusts came
up over all the land of Egypt and settled on the whole
country of Egypt, such a dense swarm of locusts as had
never been before, nor ever will be again. ® They
covered the face of the whole land, so that the land was
darkened, and they ate all the plants in the land and all
the fruit of the trees that the hail had left. Not a green
thing remained, neither tree nor plant of the field,
through all the land of Egypt. 16 Then Pharaoh hastily
called Moses and Aaron and said, “I have sinned against
the LORD your God, and against you. ¥’ Now therefore,
forgive my sin, please, only this once, and plead with the
LORD your God only to remove this death from me.” 18
So he went out from Pharaoh and pleaded with the
LorD. *° And the LORD turned the wind into a very
strong west wind, which lifted the locusts and drove
them into the Red Sea. Not a single locust was left in all
the country of Egypt. ® But the LORD hardened
Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let the people of Israel

go.

Plague 9: DARKNESS

21 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand
toward heaven, that there may be darkness over the land
of Egypt, a darkness to be felt.” > So Moses stretched
out his hand toward heaven, and there was pitch
darkness in all the land of Egypt three days. 2 They did
not see one another, nor did anyone rise from his place
for three days, but all the people of Israel had light where
they lived. 2* Then Pharaoh called Moses and said, “Go,
serve the LORD; your little ones also may go with you;
only let your flocks and your herds remain behind.” %
But Moses said, “You must also let us have sacrifices
and burnt offerings, that we may sacrifice to the LORD
our God. % Our livestock also must go with us; not a
hoof shall be left behind, for we must take of them to
serve the LORD our God, and we do not know with what
we must serve the LORD until we arrive there.” ¥ But

After three days of
darkness Pharaoh
agrees to let the
people go, but they
must keep their herds
and flocks behind.

Yahweh hardens
Pharaoh’s heart and
he won’t let the
people go




the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he would not
let them go. 2 Then Pharaoh said to him, “Get away
from me; take care never to see my face again, for on the
day you see my face you shall die.” 2° Moses said, “As
you say! I will not see your face again.”

Pharaoh says he will
never see Moses’ face
again.

Chapter 11
Plague 10: DEATH OF FIRSTBORN

! The LORD said to Moses, “Yet one plague more I will
bring upon Pharaoh and upon Egypt. Afterward he will
let you go from here. When he lets you go, he will drive
you away completely.? Speak now in the hearing of the
people, that they ask, every man of his neighbor and
every woman of her neighbor, for silver and gold
jewelry.” 3 And the LORD gave the people favor in the
sight of the Egyptians. Moreover, the man Moses was
very great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh’s
servants and in the sight of the people.  So Moses said,
“Thus says the LORD: ‘About midnight I will go out in
the midst of Egypt, 5 and every firstborn in the land of
Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits
on his throne, even to the firstborn of the slave girl who
is behind the handmill, and all the firstborn of the cattle.
® There shall be a great cry throughout all the land of
Egypt, such as there has never been, nor ever will be
again. 7 But not a dog shall growl against any of the
people of Israel, either man or beast, that you may know
that the LORD makes a distinction between Egypt and
Israel.” 8 And all these your servants shall come down to
me and bow down to me, saying, ‘Get out, you and all
the people who follow you.” And after that I will go out.”
And he went out from Pharaoh in hot anger. ° Then the
LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh will not listen to you, that
my wonders may be multiplied in the land of Egypt.” 10
Moses and Aaron did all these wonders before Pharaoh,
and the LORD |hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not
let the people of Israel go out of his land.

Exodus 12:12 (ESV)

12 For | will pass through the land of Egypt that night,
and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt,
both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt | will
execute judgments: | am the Lord.

Exodus 12:29-32 (ESV)




29 At midnight the LorbD struck down all the firstborn in
the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat
on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in
the dungeon, and all the firstborn of the livestock. *° And
Pharaoh rose up in the night, he and all his servants and
all the Egyptians. And there was a great cry in Egypt,
for there was not a house where someone was not dead.
31 Then he summoned Moses and Aaron by night and
said, “Up, go out from among my people, both you and
the people of Israel; and go, serve the LORD, as you have
said. 3 Take your flocks and your herds, as you have
said, and be gone, and bless me also!”
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Y The plagues of Egypt are well known, but a deep study reveals that each

~ wasadirect challenge to the various Egyptian gods and goddesses. The
plagues affected the Egyptians’ physical senses as well as their hearts with
reminders that Jehovah God was far superior to any of their gods. He exer-

cised power at will while the Egyptian gods remained helpless against Him.
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quish between the Israel-
ites and the Egyptians. This

plague affected only the
Eqyptian herds.
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